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AURICULAR CONFESSION, 


ELUCIDATED axv ENFORCED.” 


The maſt immoral Catholics are thos who ſeldom. 
or never frequent the Sacraments. | 


The wiſeſt of the Proteſtant Churches he 
diſcountenanced Confeſſion, n. 
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N. — but all other Chriſtians ohevery 
min 


ye do 


fon of deſerved. puniſhment, When we have 


than his conſcierice, in the language of eripe 


ture, „ bears witneſs againſ} hich jul ack - 
condemns him By this operation aud-pragets; +. 
of conſcience, tis made known d the en, 


that he is not only blameable hut pusihgble 
too for his N that the puniſtment he: . 


dreads, if not averted by timely repentance will 


be, ſaoner or later, actually inflicted. The moſt 


abandoned miſcreant never yet arrived to-filgh a 3 


degtee of hardened wickedneſs; 29 t6 nay 1 


ever impenetrable to hee Workiggs 1 4 a 


mind. On: the-cantraryexperience. has 
that W — 
t“ OO gs COP Pc 


— 
* 
© © 


OT boy | the. membere, of % 


ation, have ever acknowledged be nee 
ceſſity of doing penance for their ſins. Une 
penance ye ſhall all periſh.”  'The-power -. 
of diſtinguiſhing betwern right and weng ot. 
9 ſenſe of moral good and evil whight - _ 
God has inter woven in the human ſtaute leads 
us to a painful fecling of guilt, or an apprehatty © 


committed a ctime. A man nos be % 


7 _ - 
- 
. 
«> 
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Man — — 11 


1 


Nat 1 51 . \ 
minds have ever fete and Wen in pro- 
a portion to the atrogity of the deeds of which. 
they were conſcious. The proud flagitious Nabob, 
who has amaſſed a princely fortune by rapine 
and extortion, e the widow and &t%- 
\ + Phan, by ſtarving the poor; ſoon finds; that net 
all the wealth of all the Indies can purchaſe true 
peace and quiet for the troubled breaſt. Fear- 
ful and reſtleſs, he lives ſubject to the continu 
alarms of a guilty conſcience. The laſh of hu- 
man Jaws he can evade ; and by bribes and pers 
| jury elude the attempts of threatening juſtice 
t the inviſible hand af God he cannot eſcape t 
be knows tis ſtretehed over him ; though he 
knows not when and where it may ſtrike. On 
ceery fide he dreads it ; and on every object 
Which ſurrounds him he looks with terror, be- 
cCauſe conſcious that every obj ect may, in that 
band, become an inſtrument of revenge. Hence 
_— only: the loneſome ſolitude ated midnight 
Hour ſtrike his ſou} with horror! but viſtopary ? 
8s. forms ariſe to his troubled fight, fancied ſounds: Wnt 
0 and ſhrieks afſail his ear, and he ſtarts with fear Eet lu: 


eren at noon-day 7: wearied out with the miſe⸗ Smgotl 
nes of his fad life; he ſecks relief from the piſtob Thank: 
1 or the an * The e e , who, Sad 
1 1 10 an eine, ſtricken The w. 
1 N n Ae gl 0K And in 
4 2 N jqvok'd, OY 21 And. lit 
| Wor N beg s of bg en 11] pul ue ! . "7 Remort 
N c ite fails on The'azure _ 8 And y. 
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ſtricken by the ſuperficial-appea rances' which a- 
company licentiouſneſs, Jolivers. himſelf up to 
the government of his ſenſes ; and hurtied on 
from the purſuit of one pleaſurable ſcene to 
another, he ſports and lives for à While uncon- 
ſcious of the enormity of his conduct; but hen 


the charms of nouelty have ceaſed to \faſcinates ; 


when repetition has palled bis apppetitg, and 
dulled enjoyment.; when the: heat of 

and the tumult of his ſpirits have ſublided;-then 
the hour of ſerious. and uſeful. refletion returns! 
A fit of ſickneſs, a ſudden ſtroke of unexpedted 
adverſity, diſpels the illuſions of life ; its a 
cations and its pleaſures; no longer afford bim 
that ſhelter he was wont to find from conſeence! 
he's forced: from the crowd of his — hn 


1 . 


and feels himſelf a ſolitary individual, leſt alone 


with God, aud his own mind. His inward 
miſgivings are not now to be ſlighted as weak 
ſcruples; nor to be quieted by falſe -pretences... 
The chin flight ee which ann W 


* ** 83 3 FR 


Smooth the ſoft couch, and ſhed the rich 8 
There night's Kind calm in vain mall i ep e — 305 1 n 
While fancied omens warn, and ſpectres N 
Sad dunds ſhall iſſue from your guilty walls, 8 
The widow'd wife's, the ſonleſs mother's 1 

And infant Rajah's bleeding forms, ſhall. nies. -. 4 
And lift to you their ſupplicating eyes-: 3 
Remorſe, intolerable, your hearts will feel; "HY 
And your own: bands plunge deep the avenging geek [3 
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1 
conceal the groſſeſi crimes, is dow eaſily ſeen 
through, and bis iniguity appears in all the hors 
rors f its native deformity. The virtue and ins 
nocence of unſuſpecting female youth, which he 

nas ſacrificed any Cres. luſt; th the juſt debts 3 


__ | he gains of induſtrious tradeſmen; the ſupport 


_ of the widow and the orphan; and the wages 
of the poor; all, which he has unjuſtly with- 
en furniſh his own riot and extravagance g 


pou mn feats of harmleſs gallans 
fe mor engl — 


generofity! He ſtands 
"of the hand 2 


ned! 999 the place 
wall: Thou ha 


over againſt bim on the 

gratified thy luſt! Thou 
e haſt viobated the great duties of chriſtian pus 
„ rity, and fraternal charmy, for mere ſport 
and paſtime | Thou haft 8 away thy 
„lie on Vanity, and follies! Thou haſt con- 
0 ſumed it in flag itiouſneſs and fin | But know, 
* that for all — God hall bring thee 
4 to judgment!“ Similar to the above and pro- 
portionable to the degrees of guilt, is the con- 


A TH viction and remorſe which forces itſelf on the 


mind of every finner; but, though, by thig 
means, he is made to feel the neceſſity of doing 
, penance for his ſins; 1 is not taught there» 
by, a penance available to a reconciliation with 
his offended God. For che conviction and u. 
morſe here ſpoken of, ate mere Hatural eme 


| tions, which give to the finner a ſenſe of his 


- guilt ; but afford him not directions how to can- 
2 wy NOT adminiſter ar, to oyercome the 
l tempta: 


0 ( 5 1 "i 1 
temptation ot e it anten Thee m oÞ 
natural effects helong ſolely to that π]e¹ĩ -- + 
dinance, which the Cathobic Church diftiit» 
guilhes: the name of the Bacfament of, 
mance;” 'Fhbis alone difeovers -how-pardbu-for | 
tia is to be obtained; and ſhews how) the inner 
may be: reſtored to thiat ſtate af innocencepts  fF 
which, by all his penitential dentiments origi- 
nating from the mere light of nature; OT 
never aan. / EE A COT: 
1 2 
the of — 4" prion. ion to a dico 
ver "yu of of freedom: oidaitied/by Jos = 
ſus — They may lead him eoſowny. Hat 
there i 2 toe — dark tained in 
ſm, which will draw doun upon : hig/headcithe 
wrath of heaven; and thus chen excitginan'ts = 
uſe his utmoſt efforts oo avertithe e ſſaſtu uf iat 
wrath, by the offtadeds Deity: i 
: atonement,; he is conſcious; Wulf be * * 
made; and ehe-confideration uf the nature und | 
tendency of the Sacrament of Penanoeys ors” 
divine origin, eſſential propertics,/and:miepar- 
able conditions, convinces him, that”tw oninby = 7 
means of this ſacred ordinance,: lie nbeem 70 
abled to render that ſatii faction to God hien 
his injured Majeſty requires, and accepts. W 
this conviction, tis hoped, à patient penifaF f | 
the following ſheets, will inchne every bias +: 
ſed reader; and, that in proportion ag we . 
veral patts of the Sacrament fall under his * 
eule, he with meet _w_ progre ſſive 1 5 | 
3 f < 
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F : dhe wild W in ap- 


| An ordinance ſo humiliatin 


neral practice under the ſanction of any 
| aue, than that of the ſupreme legiſlator of 


_—_— all 8 


matkable Epocha in hiſtory; of which, never 
| IT nn ene Oe CRY 
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* had * 


a'remedy for our #piritual maladies, ſo 


pointing 


efficacious and well adapted as is Sacramental 


Confeffion.' *Tis preſumed, moreover, that 3 


8 difpaflionate view of the nature and tenor o 


this divine ordinance will exhibit a full and clear 
angelical inſtitution. 
1 diſtreſſing the 

ave riſen into 
fs 


proof of its/pritnitive and ev 
pride of ſinners, could never 


Jeſus Chriſt. A doctrine announcing 

of a ſacramen- 
tal Conſeſſion of 21 kinds of ſins, however ſe» 
cret and di had it not been co-evdl 


with the Chriſtian Church, muſt have aftoniſhs' 


ed them with its novelty; and irritated them by 
Ae harſbnefs: nor could an univerfal and deter- 


mined oppoſition to ĩt, have failed to form a re- 


pages. 
But this and other provka,: and arguments re 
parding the inſtitution of the Sacrament of Pe» 
nance, are here omitted through a perſuaſion, 
9 1 8 ee it _ have 125 91880 pervert» 


BY: vin. Kidz of England, 3 in his Treatiſe of 


the ſeven Sacraments, diſcuſſing the above ſubject, ob- 
ſerves, "That if auricular Confeſſion had been an human 


j joſtitution, it would have been rejeted by the public ad 


large; or at leaſt an exemption would have been r 
A crowned heads and n | ms 


e | 15 1 
ed by ſuperſtition, or abuſed by ignorance; , 
EE plain expoſition of its {eyerallyparts: YU 
and properties, will not fail to prefent-to every: 
ſincere and candid enquiter; ſuſſicjent intetnat” 
evidence of its ſanred author Perverhomand; e 
abuſe were mentioned, becaiiſe it ia not pretend - 
boly in its origin, has been always mne 8 
them: * the inſtitution of it, is doubtſeſaa moth — 2 
jar inſtance of the mercy of God, anne 
of the moſt beneficial con ſequences of the ſuffer». 
ings and death of Jeſus Chriſt. For whenever 
a Chriſtian, obliged by dis ſolemn baptiſmal 
vows, to lead a life according to the rules ofthe; 
goſpel, does violate that ſacred engagement, 17 
committing a grievous fin, his tecachery in d | 
doing, renders him deſerving of everlaſting pu- 
niſhment : and, he re ee W 
with this reward of his iniquity, if God, W is 
all powerful and intontroulable, to deſttoy him 
without reſourſe, did not chooſe to liſten tate 
calls of his mercy, rather than to thoſe of his juſtice. 
But God has taken pity of ſinful man; and not- 
withſtanding our great ingratitude, has leſt us a 1 
Sacrament, whereby, (as by a plank, aſter the bo 
wreck of our virtue,)we- may {till be-ſaved, it 
we will but lay proper hold of it, He-has been 
pleaſed; that the precious blood of his dear Son, 
ſhould ſerve for a ſouroe, as it were, of-ſechnd 
life, wherein, they who have unhappily lot 
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' . _- fromjtheir ſtains, and raver their ſonmer qu 
% | " rityw/ But what cbleſling can the gocgneſs of 
Wen beſtow Which the malice of aan cannoe 
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_ - | blbo and/paffion:of its! divjneiigſtigites:conkd 
= confa; ſhould prove thefſpiviroal ruid and. dearly 
of fo any, Obriftians who receive it ? Ae 
D udequef 
ſubſequent p 
— — | har th words 
4 ter. 84 — a . | E 4 
| Wiariels and: Judge) have been adopted in 

' enſuing! dialogues; inftead of the more ufa, 


. 
95 


* 


e Penmicey/as an anticipatiqom 
| FFF 


dceaſional hint to him that he on 
the whole proceſs, and praftice 


1 
* * * a a 
x - a 1 * 4 a. by 4 \ 7 
TY 32 » l * Ln = ; ; 
U 4 > . » C 
* * af — * 
* \ « Mg, wh. wy « 
i SE .. De * > 
* 4 - 1 * 2 
£ = 
> 4 . 


* " 


n 


* 


Pervert and abuſe This ſacred ſoumtain, in 
Which aj} frmets may at any time, with the 
elt euſo and advantage cleanſe and puriſy 
ſerves but too ſtequentiy to fawn 
ly, by an improper ule, ora. 


A 


themſehr 
them more: deep | 

ther, u vile abuſe of iti Many, very! man fin 
ners, return from the ſacred Tribunal of: He. 
nante, greatet crimipalꝭ than. they went Now 
whence proceeds ſo dire an evil? How happens 


it that u ſacrament, enriched with all thewiviſy. 
ing ant ſaving virtue, whith>the merits of the 


ueſſibm will he given in the courſe of the 
N hoped, and uſt- 
To this, the reader is referred af 


tet of Penitent and Oonſeſſor ; merely as un 
confider 
of the Tribune 


* 
2 


ian of that great 


aſter y und, that according to his guod es 


a bad demeanour, now, in the one trial, will be 
rs 8 his · futute 
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W. HAVE tea) As \conveſted © 


with bad company, with. ED and 


ERS and with looſe women, which has 


been the occaſion of my leading an habitual 
wicked life for almoſt a year and an half. paſt; 


during which time I have often offended\God 
N and frequently, I may ſay, daily, with 
t 


e exception perhaps of two ot three weeks in 


are become ſo ſtrong and inveterate, that I fan 
it impoſſible to overcome them: and it was wi 
the utmoſt difficulty I could prevail-upon myſelf 
to return again to confeſhon, or have any more 


recourſe to the Sacraments ; becauſe I was-con- - 


ſcious I grew a worſe liver, inſtead. of wars. & a 
better by the uſe of them. 

J. Do you preſume that God i ie to kg you 
with a miracle of grace? ſudden and inſtantane· 
vus gonverſions are not the conſonant. ordinaty 
diſpenſations of his Providence, St. Paul indeed 


was moſt ſuddenly and completely, and theres 


moſt miraculouſly converted: you pretend got, 
I hope, to be fo &« choſen a vell 

was not pe y converted till after 8 fon 
ſeries of ſharp conflicts and trials; not till aft 


itruggle 
the * of his 3 And 9 


which I received the Sacraments, my evil habits 


el.” S.. Ar 5 


- 
* 
* 5 


much time had elapſed ſpent in an uninterruped 
with the violence of hie paſhons,. and. ha 


= 
= 
= 
. er ee ?2X?̃ʃ CB —— 
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| : the ordinary. coutſe of God's dealings with that 
 ſaners whom. he calls to repentance | you did to < 
not fall from virtue to vice all at once and in a favs 


moment: neither muſt you expect to riſe again, 
meim iniquity to — by one ſudden at- 40 
—_ tempt! a gradation of laborious diſcipline muſt caul 
diſpoſe you to I do not aim at miracles | grev 
have encreaſed gradually in wickedneſs ever FF choſ. 
inc. (pretended to be converted, or to have re. ene 
courſe to the Sacraments: hence I have rea. defts 
fon to think the uſe of them has not.. You of y 
told me, if I miſtake mot, that when you went rendd 
tothe Saeraments, you did not relapſe. ſo ſre- thes 
quently as when you kept from them. . That of 
10s, I did not ſo immediately relapſe ; I kept out ſtubb 
 - of bad company for two or three weeks, I be- viel 
tieve, after my firſt confeſſion of having fre- your 
quented it: and after the ſecond I refrained, prior 
perhaps, one week or more; and aſter the third dien 
a fill leſs time; but then aſter each "confeſſion; 0 
I advanced more and more, as it were, in ini- roots 
| quity' J wallowed in the mire ſtill deeper and natd 

per; and returned to the vomit with ante 


| brutal eagerneſs: fo that upon the whole, for re 
theſe Aeg or ſixteen months paſt, 1 have 1 
greatly increaſed the number of my fins, inſtead che be 
Pf diminiſbiog them. e 
F. But ia thoſe fifceen or more months e about 


upproached only twice or thrice to'corifeffion! | forme 
e 1 will ſuppoſe what is very far from being | c,5m 


| _Eeptainy that you approached each time with all 
\, | Ui Gtpolitions, aud ene 
6 3 01 | t Nan 


| ON ag. 
- 1 
chat you conſequently was each time reconciled 
to God, and reſtored to his divine grace and 
favour for ſuch is the never«failling virtue and 
of the Sacrament of penance, when 
duly received, ſtill in this ſuppoſition I fee. no 


cauſe to wonder that you relapſed into ſin, and 


4 


grew worſe inflead-.of. better. For neither of 


_ thole your conſeſſions ſingly, nor the united 
efficacy of all the three did take from vou, or 
deſtroy what I may call che roots or principles 


of your fans, after each and all of them there 


remained in your heart, what the apoſtle ſtiles 
the concupiſeence of the eyes, the cancupiſcence 
of the fleſh, and the pride of life, hence yo 

ſtubborn and unruly paſſions, your corrupt — 
vicious inclinations ſtill remained; the bent of 
your depraved nature, the ſtrength of your 
prior connections, the force of ' your former ha- 
bits, the ſource of your wonted temptations {till 
continued the ſame ; all theſe are principles or 
roots of fin which lay ſo deep in your heart, that 


nothing leſs than your frequently repeated and 
{erious endeavours: to extitpate them, can pre, 
vent them from ſhooting and growing again into 


fruits of iniquity and wickeduels, fo. that after 


the beſt made conſeſſion and molt, perfect peace 
and reconciliation with God, ypu ſtill carried 
about with vad the unhappy ſeeds of your 


former tranſgreſſians; you itill had the .lame 


ſpiritual; ſoes to encounter, both internal ani 


external they were weakened it is true, nay 
| B 2 | | | oped. 
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1 8 3 
froyed. The wounds you had received from 
them were healed,” but you was fill, within 
reach of their weapons; and therefore, becauſe 
you did not follow up your victories, becauſe 
you did not aim at their entire deſtruction 
when it was in your power; I mean, becauſe 
Frau put too long an interval between one con- 
feſnon and another; becauſe you let your ſpi- 
ritual enemies remain unmoleſted for ſo conſi- 
derable a time, they ſoon retovered their 
ſtrength, began freſh attacks, and triumphed 
| ever you with more ſſucceſs than ever. Thus 
verifying literally and unhappily in your own 
perſon the ſentence of our divine Saviour, The 
laſt ſtate of this man is become worſe than the 
former. But tell me, my dear brother, are 
you now willing to ſhake off the yoke of the 
infernal tyrants Which enthralls you, are you 
really and truly deſirous to conquer the fierce 
and fatal paſfions which enflave you? do you 
ſeriouſly ſigh after the liberty of the children of 
God 1 That liberty I once enjoyed, and am 
convinced 1 never can be happy until it be re- 
ſtored again! I feel there is no peace to wicked. 
J. Liſten to my moſt earneſt advice it is this, ap- 
proach often to the tribunal of penance ! have re- 
courſe regularly and frequently to confeſſion and 
_ communion; do this, and vou will have peace, 
vou are a man of ſincerity and good will, and 1 
dare warrant the conſequenes to you as moſtcers 
tam. By regular and frequent reeollectiom and 
| Irn ; by conttering frequently the MN 
W.-H $8 | - nature 1 


ous liberty of the chilaren of: 
ME then LE * US 
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1 
nature and enormity. of your preſent and paſt 


fins ; by pondei ing frequently the danger and 


odiquſneſs of your paſſions; by acculing”your- 
ſelf een. humbling yourſelf frequently ; 
reproach evi 

repenting, reſolving, and promifing frequently; 
by often liſtening to and adopting good. and 


2 p 
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ing | ourſelf frequently 3 by grieving, 


prudent counſel. By often accepting zug ac 


compliſhing a juſt, and proportionable ſatisfac= 


tion and penalty for ſins committed: by payiy : 


a due regard to all theſe particulars, (and a 


theſe. you know to. be indiſpenſable 1 


true and ſincere penitent) I repeat it, Sir, wi 

confidence, By due and reiterated diſcharge of 
theſe .ſeyeral, duties, your paſſions however 
ſtrong and violent will be conquered; your at- 


tachments and connections however cloſe, will 


be looſened: and diſſolved; your evil habits, 
however obdurate, will be ſubdued ; and your 
temptations to ſin, however urgent, wilt be re- 
futed and overcome. Such are the uniform ef 
ſects of a right and conſtant recourſe'to the Sa. 
crament of Penance, and ſuch will be the happy 
reward of your generous and repeated efforts do 

mancipate yourſelf from the ſlavery of Satan. 
The day will 


| ſhortly come wherein you hall | | 


find yourſelf, not only converted from fin o 


grace, but liberated, as far as is confiſtent with 


a mortal ſtate of trial and danger, from the very | 


ſources and principles of fin! a happineſs'known = 


oo to thoſe, who enjoy the e FR 


« 
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am not come to confeffon, at lealF'not 
to enter into any derail of my fins ; I am come 

rather to diſclaim any intention of ever con- 

Leung my fins again! I have done it ſo often, 

and to fo little purpoſe, as to amendment of life, 
that I think. I had better lay the practice aſide. - 

. Do you purpoſe 9 aide confeſſion, 

+ | becauſe you do not believe there is in the Ca» 

ttholic Church a Sacrament of Pegance ordained 

dy God to reſtore grace to the ſinner, and tein. 
Kate him in the way of ſalvation. Have you 
any doubt that if you were to approach to the 
Sacrament duly and worthily, that then your . 

Lins, however enormous their guilt, or manzfold 
. . + their number, would be forgiven ; and that the 
Hand- writing which ſtands againſt you nom 

2. wilful ſinner, would then be effectually can 
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l argue not upon ſpeculation, but from 
&mple matter of fack. I Was 4 drunkard, a for. 
f Nestor, and a Abbarh-breaker near twenty 


= year 29. and ſuch I am now: yer I cenſeſſel 
= and pretended to tepent of my fins at ſeaſt three. 
or 2 5 times every $5 Therefore I ſay fu 
confeffions are vain ahd nugatory, nay worſe; 
Fob e 7 of Galan It is _ — 5 

o be ſegred they were? yet how falſe and 
childiſh is your argument of concluſſon, chers. 

Fee the Pe, of conffefiion is vain, and 6ujzit 

to be. laid aſide,” Might you not with'equal 

truth and judgment, reaſon” thus? I was 4 
drunkard, &c. twenty years ago, and ſueh 1 

| M  ——_— 
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continue; * 1 prayed to God; [ knelt dawn: . 
and pretended to ſay my prayers, not barely 
three or four times a ear, but hundreds of 
times in each 3 SM _ "Therefore prayer is uſeleſs, 
an arrant mocke | 

„ Well, but or body ought to 45 their _ 
prayers And every body dußgbt tg repent of, 
their ins. You confeſſed your "fins, you ay, - 
and prerended to repent of them, during a mw 
of yegrs, yet you derived no advantage, hut 
_ haps great hart 41 the 1 2 he re = 


"8 ern] confeffiops were falſe : 
counterfeix ? thus  inflead of purifying your con: 
ſcience, you ined and blotted it more foull 
than belore, by addin to your 8 


crimes? the acſtion is, how 18 this 238 to 6 | 
avoided? not by abandoning the Sacrament, but 
by approachi 105 it worthily : by e 


lig ently, and their full extent, alt 


patho which belong toeren a ale EA 
* r genes 
1 fo 
the yel-known 
1 Fub.ag confeſh N50 an and ton, 
on his part, is ready to forgive 


ajeſty :' he 'is ready sten to viſh his bounty 
and his favours on the offenders ; to heap u " 
him the pers of Fed ce; the merits f N 
blood ang” pation. OS their parts müſt 
thew 3 Nellen to com py with the v4 
exacted from them, otherwiſe their repentance 


cahnot be fincere, T heir contrition or ſorrow, 
B 4 Pos * 1 "to 
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to be genuine and valid, muſt be ever accom- 
panied with a, heafty reſolution to. deſiſt from 


ſin, or a ſtrong purpoſe of amendment of life 


and manners. Their confeffion, or declara- 


tion of fin to the prieſt muſt be candid and en 


tire; and preceded, according as circumſtances 


require, by a deliberate, ſerious,” and impartial 
enquiry into the ſtate of their conſciences, and 
the nature of their crimes. * Theſe two duties, 


or two branches of the ſacrament, viz. Rey 


ſorrom and humble confeſſion, are ſo far eſſential 


and.inſeparable, that, if either of them be, wil. 
fully wanting, there can be no forgiveneſs ex- 
pected, no grace hoped for, and in reality, no ſas 
crament adminiſtered. Without contrition, vain 
js confeſſion; and if the confeſſion be infincere, 
the contrition is falſe; if a ſingle crime; ſhould 
be, knowingly concealed ;. if the ſorrow of the 
penitent, ſhould be ſpurious, if his purpoſes 
_  hould fluctuate, che whole proceſs and admi- 


niſttation of the ſacrament would become null 
and void, Since therefore the validity of the 


fſacrament depends on many particulars, on a 
faithful examination of conſcience, on a ſincete 
heart-felt ſorrow, on an earneſt valid purpoſe of 


amendment on a candid artleſs confefhon, it 
follows, that you ought to enter into a minute 
conſideration. of all theſe ſeveral particulars, 


that you may come to diſcover wherein the de- 
FeRts of your paſt confeſſions lay, and the cauſe 
of your facrileges. conſiſts. Many . learned 


and pious writers haye looked upon feigned 


Y 
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repentanoes and ſacrileges as the ſuccefofulleſt 
ſnare the devil makes uſe. of to deſtroy-unhappy 
ſinners: and the ſecond council.; of - Lateran 
(c. 22.) laments this ſnare: in_the-moſt pathetic 
manner, as the greateſt evil which, aflicts the 
church of God. Does not your on elan 
choly experience ſuggeſt to you how much cauſe 


you have to apprehend that you have been 1 
8 dupe (o this fatal artiſice nder 


your uſual proceedings with regard /to-this m- 


confined your repentance to mere exterior per- 


formances, to bending the knee, to Reiking he 

breaſt, to à cold and careleſs narrative of vf 

crimes and miſdemeanours? Have vn nat d. 
iſedithe truth, and inſtead of deceiving. God, 

ve. impoſed upon his, miniſter, and eveiji u 
yourſelf 1 Have you not performed — whe 

with a weak... and, ſiniſter motive, through hu- 

man reſpects, or mere cuſtom? What wonder, 


if do, hat for the Jength, of twenty: Je, , 


more, your - confefions ſhould prove null and 
832 Ho gratefully, ought, you-to bee 
that he has given yon an uneaſmeſ of f 
mind, that he has touched you with emen 
the. recullection of your. ſaid ſinful ate I. Had 
yau reſolved to abandon, the ſacraments entively, 
or to dontinue to approach to them upworthily, 
as you haye hitherto done, what other in eithen 
ſuppoſition, muſt have been. the. conſequence, 
than hardaeſs- of heart, and final impenitende ? 
Or, if the. wazniogs, of death ſhould rouſe you 
Wel 3s ts 


| 


(cw). 


the faßt hours of life,” to amend and compenſate 


now deſperate would then be your ſituation 


Had attetnpted to ſecure: his hands and feet; but 


rouſed by the loud inſults of bis ſurrounding 


foes. Apply the ſtory to yourſelf: if you 


would de the miſery 
_ ſeareh diligently and fpeedily into the Rate of 
your conſcience ; ſtrive to compenſate for 
faerileges ?'- ponder well in the fight of God 
, what precautions you habe to take, what mea- 
fures you muſt purſue; in order to attain to a juſt 


> z 41:10 


| tance, 
2 


l e examined my conſcience,” Sir, 
but, ank God, I do not find many ſins to 
accuſe myſelf of a few diſtractions in my 
5 mayhap, of ſuch ike faults: but I hope 
Ide not done much harm ſinee my laſt con- 
ones dherckore, K berech dg diefe 
| E | 


+ reporititice,' and you had no more time than 
or An that had been done amiſs, how dreadful, 


You have read in the Bible, that Samſon often 
bur the bonds with hich the petfidious Dalila. 


after ſhe had Julled him aſſeep in her lap, and” 
Cut off his haif, he awoke u miſerable captive, 


ſhould continue to ſleep in fin lulled by the arti- 
fices of the devil, that infernal foe, and ſhould 
awake at laſt on your death-bed, then only diſ- 
covering the fatal manner in which he had de- 
ceived/ you; how undeſeribable, dear brother, 
of your condition. Now 


und commendable ſecurity in an affair ſo nearly 
connected with your eternal falvation as is trus 
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you recite the prophet; his lamentations, I 


mee 


itſelf nander and contempt, by giving 


8 0 op) 

How a time has paſt, ſince lat 

l Eaſter; S 1 never ry my 
Eaſter J. O admirable» innocence;- vw 1 
ſay, or rather, O wonderful Rtupigity? 
O manſtrous iniquity] » how truly 
prophet allert, <* theit malice 23 | 
. Y ou do not ſpeak to me, Sirs. e ag | 


ueſ.— J. ſpeak to you—aſter-a twelvemonth 
5 nt amidſt the continual ſnares and tempta- 
dens and corruptions of a worldly Ben with 
out care or watchfulneſs, without mortiication 
or reſtraint, - without prayer 08 recollection, 
without faith, hope and love, ny, withent u 
thought perhaps of God and oternity «after: all 
this I ſay" for you to faneyꝶ to alſert;; thatyon 
have fc eg no ſin, is à monſtrus Minde 
Hy making the examination af your een. 
ſcience in a harry, without attentiom without 
previous prayer, the con is; that your 
made wich ſo little preparation; muſt 
The number of: penitents 


con 
prove u Gorilege... 
who geglett to ſctutinite their fins, and the 
cireumſlances of them; their frequeney, qua» 
lity, and enormity ; in a word, who give not de 
conſideration to A, true ſtate "of their * miſerable | 
conſeiences ; have drawn upon the ſabrament 
—_— 


to the enemies of the Catholic reli to'tras 
duce the divine inſtitution of Jeſus Sbriſt, 252 
mere human invention; a ceremony or farce of 


repentance a without * ner for 
. 1 * 
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ment Have you not omitted your daily prayers 
fometimes, as well as being diſtracted at them ? 
I have not always leiſure to go to prayers 
on Sundays, much leſs on other days. I have 
a large family to provide for Have 'you not 
time to amuſe yourſelf occaſionally; for example, 
at an alehouſe 1 go now and then, when bu- 
finefs calls me—and - drink pretty freely ? 
Elass once or twice a little merry. and ſung a 
ſong or two — ſuch as are galled ſmutty ſongs, 
perhaps I believe there may have been ſome 
* Nonſenſeof that kind; juſt to 2 ee. girls 
in company laugh 2 ; butL a given 
above eee 
m e an a lit- 
F little haſty ; Lrapped out 
an bath or two, may be when folks vexed 
me; and curſed them or fo, eee 
ed them or any one I wiſh no harm to—F, 
here you plead guilty, who juſt now was fo in- 
— of ſwearin 
drinking, quarxelling, ſabbath ing; guil- 
„eee e ee on? a variety, of 
ether ſins, probably of omiſſion and com - 
miſſion . and this — be the caſe, generally 
ſpeaking, of every perſon who has accounts «1 
| 2 to ſettle, | and who nevertheleſs 
hurries to the tribunal with little or no previous 
inveſtigation of his conduct, and becauſe you 
have done ſo, becauſe you have — ne 
leaft ur curtailed, the examination of * 
5 * 


1 


: (#3) _ 
conſcience, either tlitough, negligence! of m- 


lice, or wilful ignorance, your cönfeſtion and 
repentance is eflentially deteQtive ; it is {aerile- 
gious ; it is. Do not be angry, Sir, whit 
would you have me 46 — 7, Do the duty ofa 
true penitent, examine youfſelf real td mint 
the leading cireumſtances of your liſe Hüte 
laſt valid confeſhon; the pläces you habe 
in, the company you have joined, the em. 
ployments and buſineſs, the pleaſures ard amile- 
ments in which you have been engaged chat 
ſo-you may be the more readily <tiabled'to 78 
colle& and notice your every thought, word, 
and action Which have impugned or run cut 
in any great degres to the law of Ged. ect 
to thy way and fee what thou haſt dene Jes. 
1. 27 no vi ue, . indeterminate p vowal or 0 
lJaration of fins" will ſuffer 1 chey ate % be . 
| noticed, it poible, even aq Gyd cores ga, | 
with all theic number, Sing neces, and ag” 
ravations. Thou haſt” numbered all ny 

”— Thou haſt: „ Thou hat olbtked 
failings as money in 4 purſe.” Job; TA 
not barely the groſs amount; as it Were 65 
guilt, but the number and 3 
nature and peculiar. deformity of each öne e 
his ſeyeral tranſgreffians. *"Tis thus you mut 
examine your conſcience——/Y,” Cannot you 

7 it for me I can Te on your prucdente 
| e 


„This will not excuſe you ; becauſe eur ret 
iance on me or any director is uten = 
cor neither Flows the ee anew... 


* 


>, 5 this wh 10 We 4 8 


e make no ro er reply to intricate | 


e ho N ad. made no p 
Fog! ra gration. F guſt go it all myſelf 
pot know he kind of Examination. 
* bound. ro make ; 19, not know really in 
hap t ions: "What do you, or what does the 


Treat in three ſeveral pl wy repeat- 


ad you to make a di nts mat 
Hl . „ 05 0 85 173 Tor 
Fe and. preſentiy Wl adds 42 


fter” by 


"4 gt has carefully oh ang the inmoſt re- 


belles of his foul, 7 8 m born folds of his 
cc 7 n it ſays, © every 
bf efate and mature 
r 3 ol learned and accu- 
inte writers of morality do bo general agree, that 
tbe examination 1 reVIOus tö con- 
Keſſion ought. to de made with ſuch care and 
gil: Aus s the. importance of the OC» 
| gaſion; that 1s: to ſay, ſuch diligence, as men 
5 o en matters of Moment, or great 


conſequencg. If, for ekample s ſake, you as 4 
Jer — marriage; What enquiries. would you not 


rudent father, were about to give your daughs» 


cur) of me, gr, expect . The 


F 


„ qualifies, | 
the 


r N * 


the temper and ili ſpoſition of your intended:ſons 
in- law ? what diligence would yu nut uſe ta 
come at the knowledge of his real eſtate; poſs 
ſeſſions, and reuerſions ĩ IS — 
proper jointu re ſettled; - and à due 

made for her and her children yrt unboru f 
Suppole again, you were about tu lend monty 
on mortgage: what caution would vou not 
take to get good ſecurity d how :careful'you 


would be in examiving if mere were ang pfl 


mortgages, how exact in drawing up the deeds 
according to ſtrict ſorm of lau To hing ane 
more example, ſuppoſe you were to claim or 
ceive a title to certain lands, or inheritance; 
what ſearching of records, hat citiag uf wit- 

nefles would enſue ? How intent and indufs 
trious you would be in collecting and cm 
paring ancient uſages and recent prenedetts Þ 
Now the examination of conſcience, deat ho- 
cer, is © a far more impottant concem chan 
either or all the above mentioned, and there- 
fore ought to be tranſacted with 2 propartion* 


what is à matriage, a mortgage, * | 
compared to the examining and ſettling th 

fairs of conſcience ? By this latter, y diſpae 
a wen oY ſoul to become the ſpouſe of 

Jeſus Chriſt ! you endeavour to ſecure a great: 
treaſure, not of money, but of merit and dun 
grace ! you put in your claim, you-labour 6: 
make good your title to an —— 


ww K 115 ” 
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nal g TO 3 . You make a * 
ae e of it | pray what time muſt I em- 
Tn. fine eee I cantot afford 


Py PIE Make it at intervals, according 0 


leiſure ; it muſt be obvious to you to know 
t a greater or leſs time and ſolicitude is to be 
12 in examens according to the circumſtances 
of the perſons whoi-uſe it. They who nt 
the ſacraments once a month, ſtand not in need 
e who approach once 


in ſic or! ſeven months. They who lead a re- 


tired, ſober, regular lite, will more eaſily at- 
ain » knowledge of their ſius, than they who | 
are immerſed in the cares, or drowned in the 
pleaſures of the world. Vou ſeem to begrudge 
the time and pains ne to the | 
FEtion 6f: this Knowledge ; but let me aflure 
yous that-it is: abſolutely. neceſſary for every 

penitent who wiſhes to recover the grace 
and rue, an offended God, even a heathen 
car tell you that a right knowleuge of ſin is the 
oommencement of o or firſt ſtep to ſalvation . 


. lu the name of the Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, I confeſs to Almighty God, &. L 
E told nine lies } I have three times, 
I have fworn fix times, I have broken faſt com- 
manded twite, I have miſſed prayers on Sundays 
twice, hade cheated my neighbour of ſixpenes 
thrice, have quatrelled wich him four times. 
Fa theſe and whatever elſe, &c. 7. een Wee 


** *©Initiume Glutis nnr SN 
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earneſtly 


_ mention that ſhe began immediately upon: mif- 
| fing it, to ſweep and ſearch tho hoſe? ino, thp 


{4 
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member nothing elſe I date ſuy. I Nothing 
at all! I am always very exact in numbering 


my ſins. J. Every penitent Who means ho- 


neſtly and ſeriouſly to do his duty, examines his 


conſcience with a due care, and minute atten- 
tion. But he would lie under à grievous miſs 
take if he imagined that he had nothing more 
to do than to take an exact account of 2 
fin, its ſpecies, quality, and peculiar 'cjreu 
ſtances: juſt as, (for inftance ſake) an account 
is taken, or catalogue framed, of various articles 
of houſehold furniture to be ſet to ſale: 
doubt, the number and nature of your ſever 
tranſgreſſions ſhould be noticed by you with du 


ligence and preciſion; but if in doing this you 


proceed in a cold formal manner, without en. 
deavouring to awaken in yourſelf a due ſenſe of 
the offence committed againſt God; without ſet· 


ting a juſt value upon that divine merey which 
offers you pardon; without'weighing wel the 


motives'of grief, repentance, and ſhame z if you 


proceed I ſay, arid finiſh your ſcrutiny without 


trention to all, or any of theſe particular 

our examination muſt be | pronounced very int 
made, and very gdefeQive, although by means 
thereof you attairi to an exact kngwledge of 
fin you have committed. The firſt care there 
fore of à well informed penitent will be to crave 
the light and direction of Gods holy 7 
Tpjrit. "What "dogs the goſpel my of the wo- 
man who had loſt her piece of money? does it 


) 


F Yours. and. blefünge beſtowed ypon 


_ ta far extinguiſh the light and gr 
| his foul, as to be incapable of diſcerning 
what he bas ſinned, or that he has ſinned at 


Prayers before I "il 10 —.— my gan- 
. prayer - bock and recite in 5 


— 
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golpel bells us, that her firſt concern was to. get 
a light,. One of the fatal qualities of fin, as holy 
whit and uniform experience ſhew, is to o bling 
the underſtanding of the ſinner; nay, the ſame 
holy. writings. inform us, that in tion to 


3 be number of fins, is the darkneſs of the in- 


telect encreaſed ; Infomurh that by a repetition 
and frequency of crimes, the tranſgreſſor may 
e of God in 


all, My fing were . Roda OE 


David, and I could nat fee,” 

viction of the above fatal quali hs te as 
zayal penitent exchimes,, 1 © When 

WhO knows his ſins? always - One 


Seiencey—7, That; is to ay, you open 

cold. hpughtleb 
Manaer, a a. ſet form and number of words ! nat 
your lips, only, but your heart and affection, 


dire de be engaged.{ When ven begin your ex- 


amination, te; yaurielf. with all the ancer 
of a repentiag finger before the throne.of Fe? 
and confider yourlelf as; guilty of high alga 


againſt the majeſty of that diving judge, wh 9 


3s to pronounce feptence upon you. Awake fp 
your care and attention to 2 7 Shalleng e G 
Pio you by the mouth, of 9 
Think of me, ſays the Lord, F- let us be 
judged together? /. Call; to mind my or 
ou, 3 


N Whether I haye a in Jove and 


F kindneſs 


io 


\ * N 
— —ä äU 
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to find him, to approach to his ſeat. 1 will 


W oetniho or nbo. de oe ime Þ oa Fat, 7. 


back the paths 
ee 


LIED 4. — 
indneſs for you. Reſlect on the returns vun 
made me by your: fins, and judge from 


them, of your gratitude. ** Who. will give 
me, ſays holy Job, (c. 23) to knaw m Goch, 


10 


| PR before him judgment, and my mouth ſhall 
filled with rebukes.” With awe and gratis | 


| call 'yourfelf to | account; 
© What  iniquities, what ſins are mine; bow 

t my wickedneſs and tranſgreſſians, malte 

wn, © Lord to me.“ Job. 0 loving Sa» 
viour, friend of my foul; enlighten my under» 
ſanding that I may ſee and know'm 
it them d 


diligence: I 
kad been 
converſant, and 


what places 


e particular, 
© company ; . 


derably aggrav 
| - fins called mortal and venia 


(26 ) 


3 company 3/ reſume in idea your paſt n 


ments 3 and mark well on each occaſion, all 
that has been ſaid or 8 or even thought 


amis, by you; ſtudy when and where, how 
far, and in what you have gratified your uſual 


inclinations, humours, habits and propenſities. 


All this exactneſs is commendable : I blame it 


not. What I diſapprove of is, that you ſeem 
to:confine your care and endeavours ſolely to a 


minute examination of .your conſcience ;/ and 


thereby preclude, or at leaſt contract your care 
and attention to more intereſting, eſſential; and 


neceſſary points, thoſe (to wo of ſorrow, oy 


9 of amendment. 
V. My examen chereſure was Fc ST 


was wrong only in ſtopping ſhort, — 7. Your 


whole merit, if you have any merit at all, in 
the recital-of your ſins, is, that you have re- 
= the exact and preciſe number of them 


1 u have not aſcertained, as far as pru- 
. 


might be expected. tlie ſpecies of the 


_ ms Need] you. do not ſeem to be well 


apprized-of the grievouſly offenſve nature of 
your ſeveral fins ; nor to diſcriminate, well ſuch 
circumſtances' appertaining to them as conſt» 
ate or enhance their malice; in 


a word, you have not . Wees the 


Fs 


n d is. that-ahich eye the 


life of the ſoul, by depriving it of the N of 
God: it is an offence againſt God, againſt our 


neighbour, or againſt ourſelves,” in a matter of 


WI with full knowledge, deliberation, and 
8 conſent. 


wx £8 


humbly, as 


—_ 


* 
cenſent. | A venial ſin does not deſtroy the 


life of the ſou], but impairs it, by leſſen ing the 
fervour-of charity, and diminiſhing ithe-grace of 


God. But how I am to'diſtinguih/ on all ve» 


caſions between theſe different' effects of fin; 
how I am to know at all times whether I hw) 
loſt the grace of God entirely or not; Ion, 1 


cannot tell! 7. The beſt criterion, and be 


only one I ſhall recommend at preſent, i the - 


fear of God, and a horror of ſin. This hoy 
fear will be your beſt guide and inſtructor on all -* 


occaſions. When you come to the' tribunalof 
penance, conduct yourſelf, as if you were be⸗ 
fore the tribunal 2 God. If you have God 
only in view, you will conſeſs yt ſing, their 
number, weight and meaſare, faithfully ard 
peaking to God, whom you call 
upon to be witneſs, and know to be preſent, 
ou will bewail your ſins ſincerely and intenſe 
1y from the botrom of your heat, as in the inf» 
mediate fight of the great ſearcher of hearts: you 
will be ready and willing to do penance for:your 
ſins, in order to eſcape the puniſhment of ary] 
you will, in fine, fulfil exactly every part of te 


ſacrament, as being the work "i Gad. When 


you return again I will mention the rules which 
moral divines or down to diſtinguiſh between 
the two Kinds ſin we have been ſpeaking _ 1 


Ba 5 b 4 1 rr r 
— — * * — 


7%: . I heard a ſermon lately on n relative 3 a 
WIN tain given me ſome uneaſineſs: I hate 


been En theſe r great 
reaſon 


c 


n wi 
deviſe # berchet Aude which 
as a huſfband, a parent and maſter, I was bound 
to perform in reſpect of my wife, my children 
and ſervants; nevertheleſs I do not remember 


duty, : nor to have examined my conſcience con- 
''terning them, and conſequently I have nevet 
e e ee de J. Tis very certain there 
are grievous ſins of omiſſion as well as commiſ- 

Goal? \@a Chriſtian may undoubtedly, tranſgreſs 
all che "commandments, of God, not only by 
doing What he ought not to de, but likewiſe by = 
«failure in, or neglect of what be ſhould do. 
You cannot therefore, if a fincere penitent, 


regard of all the fins you have poſitively com- 
umitted in oppoſition to the divine law, but Fill 
moreover enter into an exact ſcrutiny of your 
8 x the duties which the ſame law enjoins. 
nqueſt on theſe failures and —_— We 
a dis 4 5 in'a more ſpecial ' and dilige 
en becauſe they are a kind of fins which 
'Mmore eaſily elude your ſearch. The former 
ind, are real poſitive actions which ſubſiſt, 
as it were, viſibly and palpably ! theft, murder, 
adulſtery, and pin like 9 of the com- 


mandments, are facts open to the moſt ſuper- 


e tcen lay 
bey are a n 


ficial enquirer; whereas ſins of omiſſion will | 


Hidden even from the moſt 
tion of facts, and bence Rave 
0 ftraces wh to effect a diſcovery; - 


it tells 


5 e 


ver to have confeſſed. any ſuch breaches of 


reſt ſatisfied with eamining your conſcience in 


of hufband, father and maſter, you fin 


„ 0 he" ; 
us, © wound in the dark the vptighrof Acart.“ 
Convinced therefore, that many ſins may Jurk 


os 


in our conſeiences of Which we are not aware; 


we ſhould examine them well on every fide; 
marking attentively not our more open 
ſins, our fins of commiſſion which ſlare us, 48 1 
may ſay, in the face ; but alſe (and mort pars 
ticularly) our concealed fins of omiſſion, Which 
(if the expreſſion be allowadle) ay behind dur 


| backs; and which, (to purſue the phraſe) will - 
continue to lay upon them, that is, will load 


us with their guilt, until with the diligence of 


| ſincere penitents we have ſearched for them; 


diſcovered them and repented of them. Search 
then, my dear brother, your conſcience dili- 
gently, and endeavour. to diſcover your fins-of 
omiſſion I if, as you own, you have beeninotoris 
remiſs in this ſearch, is there not too much 
n to apprehend, that in your triple capacity 


with the guilt of many, even grievous 1 
hitherto unrepemted- of ! have you laboured 80 
inſti} into your children a due "knowledge of 
God and religion? Their! would be 
imputable to you? Are their lives truly «chris ' 


ſtian, their manners eomtendable? Their 2s 
of prophansſs und irreligion; their oaths am 


and diſſolute ne ſa l 


curſes, their intemperance | 
will not ill tbeſe und other artidiey bechagge- 


able to your aceeumf Are your ſervants 
_ poiltleſs in all wor even in any of the polite 


=y 


l * * N & C3 FY * 2 . 7 0 9 0 


veral obligations your threefold 


6 


door d do not ſpeak in a ſuppoſition.that vos 
have ſet your family the example in any of the 
vices : no, I preſume that you are exempt * 
them all; and that your character, the 
_ violation of relative duties excepted, is fair and 
yvirtuous. Yet remember What the ſeripture 
tells you remember the condemnation of the _ 
High prieſt Heli: he was a man, of ireproach-⸗ 
able conduct and perſonal behaviour; he had 


no vices of his on, but on account of the vices 
of his children he was  dreadfully puniſhed by 


God whilſthe lived, ant, for aught we know, 


more dreadſully after his death. Let this awful 


example be a ſeaſonable admonition to you to 


enter ſeriouſly into a general review of the ſe- 


upon you. n 1 


1 * Sh MM. W 3 


1 7 a. + 


RR I 7 
V. I have omitted ſome of my uſual, cha» 


_ guarterly-as I uſed. to do] I have not taken ſo 
much care of my children as I ought to do; nor 
of m ſervants. J. This vague manner of de - 


clating your negative fins, or ſins of omiſſion, 
ſerves to no othet purpoſe than of perplexity 
and confuſion, It is a truth you may not doubt 


of, that it ſuffices, not to repent in re * 
ns, 1 tn 


to confeſs in general terms all ſuch 


duties omitted be weighty and important, every 
ſuch otmiſſon is to be particularized in the ſame 


clear diſtin and unreſerved manner as other 


FF 


n 


\ 


© | , 


relation impoſes 


7% 88 6 3 
. 
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| cording to the various virtues which they injure; | 


4 l 
Chriſt condemm them. Recollect e Wr 


What reaſon, think you, was the gueſt who 


peared in a careleſs dreſs at dhe marrings ſen; | 
> ſeverely excluded, and condith 5 
ä —— 2s, 1 


= IT! 
did amiſg +* 
ſſion: 46 ou” 
* 7 | 
| N 5 r * 
= a 
4 . "- ' 


evident, that-theſe ſeveral 'oaiit. | 

be moos owl nos charity,: religion; and Þ 
er virtues, 41 den Ad cnt 
their eee v 


5 kinds, aliti 
N —4 h 


. 


rate, but only to awaken, and alem t m 
| ful ſubjeR to reflect on 
the one hand, how ſmall acecu⁰f nn — 
make of their ſins of omiſfion, with IRC: 


_ caſo they palliate aud excuſe them; And en de 


in 


rigorous manner the goſpel Gf 


a moment, the feries of pointed and ſtriking cz 
amples, which the ſacred text hide Por 


kt had not ſpoken diſteſpectfull 955 
had not behaved rudehy; he neither Wd | 


"ant - 


be fie foolih virgins, notwi ing 
' _ this appellation, are fuppoſed to have been of a 


5 chaſte and honeſt deportment ; no imputation, 
nor even ſuſpicion, prejudicial to their honour, 
is held forth in the parable ! What then is their 


| crime An. omiſſion 1. Thy 


ther was cut down 


ee nn 
c 
OOO Wea og; 


8 


1 


Abet ase no bad uſe of.it |-But.he had mib. 
* ele A therofore, rip 


as judged, and found guilty, - n a0 
ithſtandi 


their lamps; and for this neg eee 
9 A AT . 

* — were the who. were invited to 

wedding, excluded from the- feaſt, of the 


hence 


re? They eee 2 


lawful buſineſs; upon their hand 


-  cwilly. declined. the. invitation! For ak 7 ata omiſ- 

ion however, or non-appearance, are all 
Aeclared to haye forfeited their . 

ness! r che rich glutton ſaid to be bu- 

ried in he 

and fine linen? Na, it was chiefly for having o- 

mitted (though he abounded in riches), to give 


happi- 
Was it for wearing ſine .cloaths, 
alms to Lazarus!./The two hg-trecs on record, 


they did not produce noxious:unwholſome fruit; 
they did not bud forth thorns,” but expanded 


leaves fl and handſome...” What fault could be 


in ſuch trees ? They yielded no _ 


3 


onght to vie your ſins of omiſſion 


: 0 A 


omitted to trim 


0 
: 


7 
= 
. 
8 

a 

ly 
2 
ir 
4 
's 


and ſo muſt you: if you 40 hot, you Ine 
loaded with the guilt of them, and at the great 
day of judgment, you will fink” under their 


yp EAD ROBLES TE TH 4 8 


„ 


weight into the inſerpal abyfs.' * How = 


| Favert this danger? How am I to judge my 


rizorouſly now, that I may not be judge here 


after?” J. Conſider well the ble ele e 
your relative duties, and the multifarious nd 


important obligations they include: you" Have 
mentioned one or two of your breaches of them, 
bur in ſo flight, curfory; and ſuperficial away; - 
as ſhews too plainly that you are far from en- 
tertaining a juſt idea ok the malice and iniquity 
of every ſuch 'violation,” You ſpeak f "your 


failure in giving alms, as if it were no fin at all, 
but merely a neglect of an act of piety, or wot 
of ſupererogation ! Nevertheleſs, you ought e 


to doubt but that many Chriſtians ſin mortally 


> charity, by not relieving the neceffitics 
t 


he poor and indigent, when they have it in 

their power ſo to do? "Tis certain, that chari- 
to the poor, and alms-deeds, are duties f in- 
iſpenſable obligation, in proportion to the ab- 


lities and circumſtances of individuals, und the * 


ſufferings of thoſe who want relief! *Blave you 
duly examined and enquired into the nature H 
this obligation in your own regard? If net; bew 
know you, that you do not ſtand charged befete 
Gad with the guilt of many'grievous fins"of 5 


| miſſion in reſpect of charity. How. then wilt”. 
| ie ae in wht hole mp | 


Ulkered inwith choſe wem 
O55! 2u 1162 1 uns ae 


ma ch, — 


* + 
_ k o 
=. A af . 


. % I haue been hungry; 


4 rr rr | 
careleſe liver, in the like awful occaſion. | Let 
this therefore; be your inference : 1 will i — | 


(28 3 | a 


2 


me 
ther, let me caution you to take heed to your 
ſins of omiffion ! I could give you many inftan- 


dea, from my on obſervation, of the ſurprize 


and terror which the want of this caution has 

decaſioned, in many, even good Chriſtians, in 
their laſt moments! I'll mention one relating to 
a certain; Prelate, who died at Paris, becaule it 
— recorded by a very writer. The 
ane very regular and 
en life, was aſked by his. Conſeſſor, if he 
were not deſirous to receive the appointed Sa- 


craments of the church; and upon hs d 9 


ing in the affirmative, the direRtor ſeeing him 

- extremely feeble, and ſcarce able 42 be 

E to interrogate, and afbft him: and though 
0 


ould not perceive bis penitent was guilty of 
a deliberate venial ſin of commiſſion ; yet when 


examined: as to ſins eee, he raiſed his dy- 

ing voice, and with great grief ſaid: . My 4 
ef omiſſion alatm me exceedingly.” None is | 
_ ſuck was the-death-bed 9 — of a man of 
uncommon goodneſs and ſanctity, 3 


 mediately endeavour to ſecure and quiet m 


capſricnce. | ERR to char critical Hb 


We „ — 1/ y s 


De ans a. conven, — 


n Gives to church merely to be ſeen and 
admired 


G — —_ 


9 F | f r 
i 9 8 "= 'T. 


and ye here not given ä 
to cat, &c. Once mote then, dear Bro- 


: 


aus my e r n 8 2558. 


ſolely with a view to repe 2 
ſorrow for ſin is the life and ſoul of repentance þ _ 
You cannot experience this ſorrow, without a 


before God, as the 
it, that is, you muſt ſearch for them ſeriouthy. 
and carefully; but remember what: the ſame: 


Wy 
1 3 


6 


wang accompliſhments which I did ' 
not poſſeſa, viz, of being a good vo 


and been 


fi 
polite, and well bred," &c. 14 


ry dancer, 
and of being | 
times. I refuſed to pay a juſt debt for three 


months, with a loſs to my creditor, of at leaſt a 
guinea per month } I rejoiced at my neighbour's 
want of talents and learning, and preferred my - 

ſelf to bim, thrice. 1 have given way to glut- 


tony and once, on account of a favourite 


anger 
_ di wy well dreſſed. I do not remember 
e wherein I have offended God, 


any thing el 
although I have examined my conſcience with 
much earneſtneſa, and ſor a long time. J. Vou 
do well to be careful in examining your con- 


ſcience; but do not ſorget thut your endeaveur'to . - 


find out your fins, ſhould be exerted chiefiyfor 
nt of them Now, 


of your fins; neither can you be 


ſaid to know them properly, unleſs you: regret 


them feelingly. - You muſt conſider your ins 
Ezechias exprefles 


adds, that this muſt be done in the 


parably accompany examination. & true peni- 


tent will never negled either; but his eſpecial 


care will be placed, where it is moſt. eſpecially 
e C 3 wanted; 


bitterneſs of your ſoul.” Sorrow, therefore, r 
as it is uſually called, contrition, muſt ever inſe-. 


* 2 
„ „„ ö ' 
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N to wit, in exciting à heart · ſelt 
fot his fins. ToO many people lay out 


chief time and labour in enquiring into the par- 8 
ticulars of their failings; and hence are. often. 


led into a grievous and fatal error of imagin- 
Ig, that when they have found them out, their 


work is done; and that they are then prepared 


ſor the Sacrament; nay, ſome are fo anxiouſly 
taken up with conſidering how they may find' 
out their faults, and explain them ſo as to be un- 


derſtood rightly and fully, that they think of 
D er This is _ | 


nothing elſe: even in e 
your caſe, I hope, is it ?- 
. What, Sir? 1 beg 


your ardep! 1 dd- | 
b.. - not wellibewr wiae 33 I was: 


+ afraid I had: mY out ber, in my 3 | 


Trying to r 


confefling! Do you know your Catechiſml Or 
have you forgotten how many parts the Sacra- 
ment of Penance contains, and which is the 


principal! Do you expect abſolution or par- 


don of your ſins by conſeſſion only, without ſ r- 
row and true repentance?- V. God forbid I. 
ſhould ! J. Is not ſorrow for ſin more neceſ- 
ſary than any or all the Sacraments together? 


f Don't you know that a man may be ſaved with 


out baptiſm, but never without ſorrow and re- 


pentance; for put the ca d that a Jew or Ana- 


| ne or 1 * * dcfiret 4 to be- 


and I was tryi U e . what it was bj J. 
lect! One would imagine you 


placed the Bren duty or merit of the Sacrament 
in recollecting and examining, or at moſt in 


rens gr rern ag 


* 


*> */ 


» We 


don't you 


N 9 
Ft GY da o- 
3 „ 25 
come a Chriſtian, but cannot obtain his defire :? 


- if aid perſon die without baptiſm, -truly peni- 


tent. no doubt is to be entertained of his fals. 


tion z if on the contrary, be be not truly fen. 
tent, 'tis certain, that though be ſhould” dis 


baptized, he would not be faved. The caſes 
ſtrictly the ſame in regard of the Sacrament of 
Penance, They who deſire ſeriouſly to receive 
it, but for want of opportunity, die without it . 
if they have true contrition for their fins,” the, 
undoubtedly enter Heaven : but, if they depart. - 
without ſorrow and reperitance, tis evident m 
ſeripture and reaſon, that no abſolution, no "= 
crament can poſſibly avail them, and Heavens 
I believe 
I''was taught it 


— Thar doctrine you advance 
my infancy. J. W 
ad conformably to your belief, and 
bend your whole endeavours towards attain 
a juſt ſorrow for your fins,” which you οοο‚—x _ 
be:a more neceſſary and indiſpenſable condition 
for receiving the grace of in the Sacta- 
ment, than any other? Ceaſe to at 2 

imagined, that to examine and conſeſs your litisy - 
was to of them! True repentance is ſor ?- 
row for fin, with amendment of life. Study 

how to grieve for them, and how to ſhun them] 
Kefle& on your baſe ingratitude in ſinning a- 
gainſt your God, your Maker, and greateſt Be- 


nefactor, your impious and unnatural” revolt . 
againſt your heayenly Father; your. vile irre- 
verence and diſobedience of your divine Lord 
i | C 4 and 


n 


bi 
wy 


e " 
and Mafter; your autrageous contempt of Ges, 


in preferring the meaneſt creatures before him; 


* 
- 


your infolence of pride with which you, in fact, 


Nee to. God, * 1 will pot, ſerves” your: 
bY. ſhameful deſertion of the ſervice; of your malt 
| amiable redeemer, to. enliſt under the rd 


\ 
1 


* 


e that inveterate 2 of mankind, the Devil. 


bro or having 


' greateſt of all evils. 


fins without being duly 


Theſe and other the like conſiderations, ſhould 
engroſs. your chief time and care, when you 


that is, (as yo⁰ ow — 220 taught] to an 
interior, univerſal, ſupetnatutal, and ſovereigu 

offended Ged. Loy HRS”) 
— mern 
have oſten conſeſſed ny 


; . 1 am afraid id 1 


_ temporal misfortunes ; or even at the misſor- 
tunes of my friends ; but I can't ſhed: a ſingle 
tear for my "Sh though I know them to be the 
J. I do not diſcommend 
Jour fear as groundleſs ; but it may be proper 


to obſerve, that though a great and ſovereign 


ſotro far fin, be abſolutely neceſſary ſor every 


true penitent;; yet, to have à very ſenſible exte- 


Tlior feeling of this ſorrow, to be melted by it in- 


to ſighs and tears, is not neceſſary. Many per- 


ons, (cſpecially of the ſaſter ſex,) hare been 
Known to lament and cry'bitterly; without be- 


Affected deeply. Others agun, of à rough 


F 4 is 
- WAS 2. caſt 
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3 Tk > bt 13 
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48555 to receive the Sactament, until you per-. 
eye yourſelf excited thereby to true contrition, 


dot, naturally, of a very unſeeling diſpoſition : 
Jean grieve with much ſenſibility ſor my own 


ff 


"7s 


| 


8 


1 


1 
cuſt and diſpoſition, have felt deep grief and an- 
guiſh of ſou}, without being ſubject even to drop 
a2 tear. Our fins, no doubt, well deſerve our 
tears; nay, mote than any other object poſhble 
to be imagined; and many ſaints and devout 
chriſtians have often ſhed tears for fin, in abun- 
dance, and with great ſincerity ! Now tis their i 
ſincerity, not their tears, we are bound to imi» 7 
tate. ben Jeſus Chriſt id of Mary Mag- 
dalen, that many ſins were forgiven ber; 
did not alledge for a reaſon, that the had cried 
lamentably, but that ſhe had loved ardently; 
* becauſe ſhe loved much!“ That intenſe grief 
which King David felt for his fin, and which 
procured him his immediate pardon, he expreſs - 
ed briefly, and as it were fimply thus; I have 
ſinned to the Lord ;”” but when his child was 
condemned to die, he cried, he wept woefully 
day and night, proſtrate on the ground in ſack» _ 
cloth and aſhes l yet we may not imagine that 
his ſorrow for the loſs of his ſon, was equal'te 
_ his grief for the offence againſt God. Lou 
caſe is not, * unlike this of the prophet 7 
David. I can eafily ſuppoſe, that the Je s 
dear child, a kind parent, a tender wiſe, or any 
fimilar calamity, may force abundance of tears 
from a mar of your meek and ſuſceptible temper, 
although you may not be able, if it were d ve 
your ſoul, to ſhed a tear for your fins, Neither, 
* thould this difference of ſenfibility ſeem it "8 
or uraccountable; for tears uſually ons | 
from a ſehſidle trouble; they ae commonly the 
e -Csg product 
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5 product of a natural affection; and, therefore, 


it is no wonder if they flow more readily. and 


ceaſily upon. a natural account, ſince they ate 
' then the effects of a cauſe witab! 
ture ; but ſorrow for fin, proceeds more from the 


judgment and underſtanding,-than from natural 


_ "alfeQtion:-it is the peculiar product of reaſon 
' "and faith ; and therefore, this ſorrow does not 


_ "always manifeſt itſelf in tears, though at the 


ſame time, it may diſcover greater and better 
effects: if then, you hate 2 and forſake it, 
though you cannot ſhed tears, and expreſs the 
| bitterneſs of your ſoul, by the ſame ſigns, for in- 
ſtance, that a mother does for the loſs of her on- 
ly ſon; yet, you may hope well of the truth and 


lincerity of your ſorrow and repentance, He 


that cannot . weep like a woman, may reſolve 
Uke a man. Suppoſe a man and woman walk 
ing together, ſhould eſpy a ſhake. or. ſerpent; 
the woman ſtarts, ſhricks, and flies at the ſight 
of it; the man calmly kills it: both of them 
ſhew a real deteſtation-of the ſerpent. So like- 


Vie in 1 05 of ſorrow for fin ; ſome 8 . 
| cere deteſtation of it by their tears 


expreſs a 
and mg. others ſhew a no leſs ſincere ha- 
tred by the effects of their grief; that is, by a- 
mending their lives, by refiting their. evil incli= 


\ nations, by mortifying theit paſſions; and tis 


by theſe, and the ike effects, I hope, you ma- 


though you do not Thed tears for them, . You. 
have encreafed my doubts and fears, inſtead of 


* 
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e to their na- 


Mien an "unequivocal. ſorrow for your ſins, 
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way. 


trition in the ſinner ! for as the moſt innocent 


[1 L 4 | | 
ieting them | for, as I underſtand you, the 
refol of what you ſay is this, vi. be : 
can ſhed tears on account of evils, much lefs 
than the evil of fin, and yet do not ſhed them 
for the ſins I commit; I ' therefore ' ought” o 
doubt of the fincerity of my ſorrow; unleſs I can 
prove. it by other marks and ſigns leſs equivocal 
than even tears, to wit, by avoiding relapſes. in- 
by the fins for which : grieve, or by amendment 
lifes SORT USE 5 8. 
7.1 00 fay fo not that every relay into even 
| mortalfin,demonſtrates an anterior defect of con- 


1 


chriſtian may come to fall into ſuch ſin; ſo the 
moſt contrite penĩtent ĩs not ſecure from relapſ- . 
ing into the ſame. . Contrition, or ſorrow - 
ſot fin, to be true, muſt be, (as I have bren al- 
ways taught) a ſorrow of the mind, deep, com- 
— and ſupreme; und accompanied 
with an interior, hearty deteſtation of ſin; noẽ-w 
I think; chat if my mind iwete thus: deeply and 
ſtrongly impreſſed, ſuch great impreflionswould 
produce a propottionable effect on the body and 

I faculties ; and, conſequently, a tue ſor- 
row-lor-ding like oben en en would not 
fail to melt me into trars-. . There 1 * 


grounds for your obſervation. 5 for rertainly, 
you can-ſo- readily lament” and +bewail (for er- 
ws i unavoidable death of a rela- | 


| — 
tion or fri —— mould you not be'able te 
——— your ſoulꝭ through volun- ⁵ 


tary mortal i? If Send loſes und fte. 
_— ings, 


| . 
* LY 
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"hp", can overcaſt you with a melancholy 
hall not the loſs of eternal happineſs in 
and the danger of endleſs ſufferings in Hell, 
throw you into, at leaft, an equal ſadneſs and 
[A Buy after all that can be ſaid in regard 

the exterior marks of our ſorrow for ſin, we 
muſt finally revert to wat was before inſiſted 


on, viz. that the effect our ſorrow produces, 
are the only criterion: by which we can ſaſely 


judge of its genuineneſs and ſincerity. The prin- 
|  Cipal effects of true ſorrow; are an amendment 
- of life; a diligence in fl all immediate oc- 
; caſions of fin; a reſolutè ſteadineſs in mortify- 
ing the paſſions, and reſiſting evil inclinations ; 
a faithfulneſs in performing ſatisfactory works of 


- penance ;z a fervour, and ee in prayer, 


| | and other religious exerciſes. ' Theſe and the 


like, are the teſts of that contrition whieh e 


Angenuous penitent brings with him to * | 


 crament, who hopes te derive grace and pardon 
—_— Fry your cunduct by theſe 
' teſts, and you nebd not be long at a loſs, for 
| r 
0 toned to me. ns | | 
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"duck by n ne wike, once thought, loved 
me; but he: has broken the moſt-folemn vows 
8 and ſorſaben me; and I ſhall foon 
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ſcorged and abandoned — — 1 
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© the ſame unchangenble God of th 
if you but truly repent of vout fine! Are you 


REBT irodiihonond  -  » 


nay, who feel a deep and hearty'forrow ſor the 
_ fins they have commitret'; yet, alas, the) 


| 8 heart, that ever he comtnitted the 
| or miſdemeanour for which he is to die. 
| The gambler who is reduced 'to" extremity of 
given in 


girl, who have ſuffered 
will expoſe 


better motive than yout on 'ſulfetings;" voi 


repentance and falyation, - * la it not go 
before God to grieve ſor my ſinful folſy E J. | 2 


"a 


- 


| ®. | % 

„„ 
iſed you age? M. None but God. 
J. Don't you believe God is able and willin 


N. God was my comfort in the days of my N- 


nocence; but now=—F.: And now be is Nin 
and love, 


fins ? N. "rom the bottom of 


trition ! There are many perſons who expreſs, 


are neither contrite nor repentaut. The crimiy 
nal who has before his eyes all the hotrors' of a 
public execution, may, and moſt /probably does 


want, may lament ſeriouſly his having 
to the extra and vices; the conſeqtiens 
ces of which, he how feels. And you; Ang 
ouflelf to be ru 
rity, che in wi 
you to public ſhame, and private Ui 
ſtreſs; but if your fincere grief proceed from-no 


may bewail with great 


which is acceptable to God, or available to tris 


injured 


a 


dy dap! 


witneſſes of his having pre- 
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injvred God is not, I fear, the object of your 
grief ! Many times, tis probable, you had of- 
ended the majeſty and purity of God, before 
vou became what you call, an undone creature; 
and yet thoſe many and grievous. fins. did not 
diſturb you. You was not unbappy ; you was 
not miſerable then ; nay, even now, your heart- 
Felt ſorrow woulg ſoon ſet light upon you, if 
your ſeducer, to prevent a diſcovery, would con- 


ſent to.marry you. . Matriage, Sir, is hon» 


ourable.—?. True; but would it diſpel your 
paſt guilt, as well as preſent woe ? Your pre- 
ſent grief, therefore, is not for having auen, 


the Almighty, but for having hurt yourſelf; 
eur ſorrow 18 ſelſiſn and ſervile in its principle; 


tis vitiated in its ſource: the ſentiment, the 
language of your. heart, (though perhaps you 
ate not aware of it,) is ſtrictiy this: I am ſorry 
for. the diſaſter that is befallen me; but am not 

diſpleaſed with the fin that occaſioned it. Such 


a ſorrow in one who pretends. to repent, and - | 


even. to approach the Sacraments, is highly 


blameable: tis not only inſufficient and inade- 


juste; tis baſe, and ſinful ; tis derogatory to 
| od's honour, and deſtructive to. yolr foul 1.IF k 
vou wiſh to be a true penitent, you muſt hate 


fin, for its. own intrinſis evil ; for its gontrariety 
to the holy nature, and law of God. Vou muſt 
hate your ſing, not merely for the temporal da- 


mage done tp yourſelf, but for che injury offered 
to. od! whom, bill 


broutt't 


- 


mw. » 
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4; + ES W.-M deteſt them, you 3 
. muſt begin to love. ion 
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ſure of Almighty God and are liable se all 
thoſe reproaches and curſes, the word of God 
denounces againſt ſinners}; Weep not becauſe 
you are ruined. in fame and fortune; but he. 


N ' 5 


put God! hate nothing but the injury done to 


God! Where is the perſon that does not love 
and hate other things beſides God and ſin? 5. I 


repeat it; if you wiſh to repent unto ſalvation ; 
if you with to reinſtate yourſelf in the grace and _ 

favour of God, you mult deteſt your fing ui - 

mately for the injury done to God and v%h%ỹ, 


own ſoul. Your hatred muſt not originate 
from that ſelfiſh, ſervile prineiple mentioned 
above! If it has reſpect to yourſe]f, it muſt be a 
ct to your eternal, not your temporal mis. 


eſpe 0 
: — onſider not ſo much the temporal, 
as the eternal danger into which your {ins have * 
brought po» : 2 not ſo. much that % nτ’§ẽẽ!ẽlt 
as b | 


with. child, t by your ſins you. are become 
yourſelf a child of Wrath, 2 daughter of perdis 
tion | Lament not that you have incurred dit 
grace in the eyes of the world 3 but ther you 
are fallen, by your ſins, under the high dilplea. 


cauſe. everlaſting ruin- and deſtruction. hangs. 


aver you ; and that nothing keeps you um e, 
but the patience and long ſuffering of your God, 


which you do not know how ſoon it may ceaſe, 


to interpoſe between you and the wrathiof Gods; ' 

and let you fall into that endleſs and infupperta», | - 

ble miſery which is the aſſigned portion of A 

weilful grievous ſins, * Lis in chis light vou ſhould: _ 

conſider the fad Rate and condition to which, 
0 N you 


al. 
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Fou ate reduced: tis thus only, your ſorrow 'for 
fin, cauſed'by 4 filial fear of future puniſhments, 
and a well-directed ſelf- love, can be acceptable 
% God, and productive of true repentance. 

And 1 doubt not, but that when you have eom- 
_ __ compoſed your agitated mind, and given to the 
above motives, for fearing fin, a due reflection, 
e then begin to be ſorry for the ſins you 
|  _ Have committed, out of a better and more ge- 
. . . Herous principle than chat of Teeking your own 
+ _ Food and benefit ; I mean, a principle of love 
Aud gratitude to God. When this mall be your 
_ happy diſpoſition, you will de raiſed above the | 
fears and diſtreſſes, you at preſent labour under 
through 'a confidence, that though the worl 
& thould regard you with contempt, the Almighty 
= _ would Jook down upon you with compaſſion 


1 


Ss (1 want your aid and direction to enable me 
= to make a general confeſſion. Hitherto, I fear, 
T have cohfefſed my fins with imperfeRt ſorrow ; 
that is,” with a' forrow ſo eſſentially defective, 
as to render me unworthy'to receive forgiveneſs, 
der abſolution, 1 was forry for my" ns on ac 
count of "their inherent baſeneſs and deformity, 
of becauſe I feared the judgments of God; and 
' , dreaded the amazing puniſhment be has denoun- 
| ced againſt every grievous ſin I committed: un- 
er theſe impreſfons, I conteived a deteſtation of 
my fins ; and Teonfefſed them with a firm pur- 
pblez dy the gracy'of God,” never more 3 


9 


9 
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lapſe into them and I hoped. that the Almighty 


would accept of my repentance, and grant me 


pardon, But lately I met with an acquaintances: 


who undertook to demonſtrate; to me that my” ! 


repentance was inadequate and invalid that L 
cquld not in; reaſon expect ſortiveneis o my 


fins, unleſs I grieved for having beep guilty of 


them, out of a motive of pure love d God} 


that the ſear of God and other HI Möve 


might diſpoſe me (as all virtue does): but would 
not qualify me to partake of the plenary grace 


ol God, by means of, the ſacrament I and that 4 


it was very abfurd, as well as u 
think of repenting without loving God. 


to 
heſe 


and other arguments of my friend, he n 2 


very worthy, devout Chriſtian, have determined 
me to labour to ſupply all paſt errors and defi- 


 ciencies, by 2 general review of the fins of my 


whole liſe. d!'; $44 4 
J. You 


pious friend, ſo far as to 
ſtrive on all occaſions to .utmoſt, to ex- 
cite in your ſoul 2 ſorrow. for your H⁰νẽꝭ⅜ Ou. of 


a motive of pure difintereſted betevolent e 


of God, on account of his molt amiable and 
adorable perfections. Whether 


ave. to your conſcience to determine, .after-1 


have propoſed to you my humble opinion on the 


ſubject; In every mortal fin are found two 


great evilg: the; firſt and chief is the evil of 
| God's diſpleaſure, or the offence of a ſupeila - 


a . | 
1 | 15 tively 


_ the advice of your 


1 make a repetition vf paſt confeſſions, I will 


3 \ 
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miſchief done to the ſoul of the ſinnet, who 
loſes divine grace, forfeits eternal glory, and in- 
curs ever laiting puniſhment. According as 
the ſinner conſidets, ar dwells upon either of 


contrition, the plain language of his heart ma 
be expreſſed thus ; I grieve for having offe 


ed God by my fins, whom I love as my chiefeſt 2 
$000, above all things, and for his own fake 7 . 
This contrition | ſhall ever recommend in the 
ſtrongeſt manner I poſſibly can + becauſe tis 


more perſect, more agreeable to God, more 


ſerviceable and beneficial to the penitent, than 
the ſorrow hereafter "mentioned :' as alſo, be- 

_ eauſe perfect contrition ſupplies for any occult 
"impediments and deficiencies, either on the 
part of the miniſter, or of the receiver of the fa- 

crament. Laſtly, Becauſe this contrition is an 


act of charity or love of God: which act, we 
know it is the bounden duty of every Chriſtian, 
NN and frequently to frame. The im- 
perfect ſo 


particularly to the damages done to his own 


foul, chan to the injuries offered to * 


d 


7 great and good God; an evil, infinite 
and 1hcomprebenſible ? the ſecond evil 5 = 5 


* 


theſe two kinds of evil when he excites himſelf 
to ſorrow for his ſins, his ſorrow will be more 
or leis perfect! if it be cauſed by a view of the 
cuil, as it regards God, it will be a perſect ſot - 
rom, oſten diſtinguiſhed by the word contrition. 
When the happy penitent has attained to this 


rrow for ſin, above ſpoken of, is ex- 
cited in the penitent, as often as he attends more 
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by the latter. This forrow-you 
the beginning of your confeſfion, when you"ſaid” 


that you was ſorry for your ſins, as being very”. 
baſe and od ious in themſelves, and very preju-.. 


dicial to your eternal welfare. You'was 4. 
feed by the conſideration of God's juſtice o 


as to excite in yourſelf a falutary and laudable- - 


fear, which is the beginning of wiſdom; and” 
you was moved likewiſe by reflections on his 
goodneſs and mercy, to conceive a lively! hope 


that you was beginning to love God, Your de- 


teſtation of fin, and endeavour to cancel it 
through the means appointed by God; err 


ſtrong purpoſe of amendment of life,” and te- 
ſolution to begin to keep the commandments, 


are further indications of a happy be inning of + 2 
the ſame divine love in yqur ſoul. The ſortew 
therefore, which produced theſe good effects,” - 


and ſolid proofs of true'repentance,” teuer ie 


of reconciliation and forgiveneſs; which thewed” * 


1 ; - 8 

| „ | 3 
God; and is more affected by the former than 
deſeribed in 


be comparatively imperfect, 3 be-well* _ 
of | 


deemed a ſalutary ſotrow a gi 
pulſe of his holy Spirit, immediately and ade 


quately diſpoſing you to receive divine grace 


God, an im- , 


* 


1 


and pardon of your ſins, in the Sacramem er 
Penance. Why then may you not reſt 'fatished” 


with your former conteſſions, if no other defet 


than that which you mentioned, be to be found 


HF. My friend told me it was not ſafe to rely" 
on imperfect ſorrow; becauſe it was;tounded on 
Sy > : ** 8 | | A 


lf * 
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 a-ſelfiſhy/difingenuous fear. The moſt wicked 


af mem are impreſſed, he ſaid, with fear ; nay 
the very devils fear and tremble ] hut do yo 
N 1 be aſked, that fear is commendable? 
„As to the ed of tſting to the ſorrow we 
* been ſpeaking of, I muit refer u to the 
duoctrine of the church: your friend's notions. 
of the foundation of this ſorrow, ſeem wild and 
abſurd ; he conſounds filial with ſervile fear. 
The ſinnet who is actuated by ſervile ſear alone, 


looks upon God as a N He conſiders him 


| as an omnipotent armed with vengeance, 
and with uplifted ro his creatures to 
_ ſervice and obedience againſt their inclinations. 
Such finners never ewe the fatred tribunal 
of Penance, or if they do, they are dragged 
thereto by their fear,” as the beaſts for the ſa- 

_ Erifices in the old law, were dragged to the horns 
of the altar. When you came to conſeſſion, 
45 Tours Was lead always by a filial fear; not by a 
0 gloomy dread of win ent, but by a 
fear ſweetly zllayed by ; a fear compoſed 
of a mixture of awe and "BIN of reverence 
and confidence: you feared God's power and 
_ Juſtice; but you ſtill truſted in his mercy- and 
 gnodneſs. | V. Notwithſtanding all you alledge, 
my repentance was on an ungenerous 


A} fear z a fear that prompted me ungratefully to 


conſider more my own. intereſt than the honour. 
and glory of God ! ſuch a fear cannot be com- 
mendabſe. J. A fear which imprinted on your 


mid a lively ſenſe of the deformity. of ſin 3 of- 
* JT | | the. 
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the aig due to fin; * te in 
juſtice of God; of the mighty 
ments of another world ; and which her 


W 


and eternar tor- 


"i 


cited you to a deteſtation of fn 380 amendment 


of life, ſuch à fear cahnot be blameable; "Our * 
fears and hopes, and all our affęctiohs and pat. 


Hons, were ori inally ordained by God, 5 
. and * vently, the bf 


for reli igious p 


to God, than with the miſchief likely t 


fear vhich is turned upon the important abjects 
juſt mentioned, is made to ſerve the very end t 
which-God” implanted it in our nature: "If Þ 
it appear diſingenuous, by rendering 2 finner 
leſs apt to be affected with the injuries offete 


upon himſelf ; this is to be attributed to the de- 


baſing effects of fin ; all fin is mean and baſe 3 


hence, no wonder 


ir_infeRts the mind of the ſin 
ner with the like qualities. The goodneſs of 


God has condeſcended to this weakiels,” this 
baſeneſs of our nature; for he has thought = 


not only to allure us, but to awe us e be 
dience to his divine commandments? - 3 
moſt alarming 
threats; he An . obſervance of them 
penalties to their 
violation. There are ſome finners'f6 loft 'to'all 
motives of divine love and Ene 
but the ſenſe of divine vengeanee, 
and the fear of eternal puniſhments, can rouſe 
and. quicken them to repentance ; if, therefore; 


W 


mulgated them 2 ary and majeſty; 
has enforced 


by annex ing the moſt amazing 


ingenuous 
that nothing 
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4 of the imperſect ſorrow far fin or iginating from 
fear you in fact extlude them ſtom the uſe of 


= / 


pf reconciliation, with their offended God; or 
{ Rodpeak, more properly, by diſallowing ſuch ſor- 

' row, you a eat. acknowledge that Cod 
has abandoned ſuch ſinners to their evil ways, 
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day or two, or three mayhap, I was rather too 
late for prayers. I talk now and then in com- 
E 4 little looſely : and ridicule religion per- 

bags, running rigs on Confeſhon. and faſting, 
Aud l ſo forth but what gives me moſt concern, 

1 fell out with a neighbour of mine, and abuſed 
and ſwore; at him, God forgive me, a pretty 
wn deal: .and-bave never given him a good word 
= . fince{ however I pardon. him this time ; and 
| am ſorry I ever hurt his good name. And I aſk 

_ pardon. of God ſor theſe and all my fins what- 
_ ever; and penance and abfolution, &. 


A en of the nature and qualities of a good con- 
feſſion, and true repentance. V. I knew what 
. confeſhon is, for many years ſince ; aye, it may 


Kod 


_ the Reraments ; you debar them oi the means 
- Without, affording them any one proper motive 
to ęxcite them to return to their, allegiance and 


„„ 
I drink rather too much ſometimes ! one Sun- 


J. You expreſs yourſelf in a very vague and 
_ careleſs; manner; and ſeem not very well ap- 


., before you was born. J. Be. it I Are | 


* . 
| {C289} 


— 


| viour to him. . He 
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the ſame act of the will, to deteſt 
to be ſtill ready to commit them? 


ſe to relapſe into them? This ig 


. RET © 6. 
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ing the {ame objeR.JAat. the fame, tima 


our:;quarrel:with your N ee and. bad be- 
Naviour-.t behaved wofſe to we 
than I to him. 7, I ſuppoſe ſo! but do en 
forgive him f, V. Yes, yes, 1 wiſh Thad neves - 
me occurren- 
ces were to happen again, you Would behave 
More charitably, more patiently. W.:If ever 
he dare inſult me again before:\company,. 11 + -/ 
| knock, him down as ſutre agm— Fei thought | 
you ſaid. you was ſorry for yout ſin.— 8 
am. — J. And yet you are reſolyed to fin-again 
more 'violently than before? But you don't 
ſeem to be of a temper to be ſpoken ta at pre- 
ſeat. W. Speak, Sit, what you pleaſe | He's 1 
provoking man to be ſure z- but L forgive all/that 
is paſt, and am very ſorry. for hat ae happen 
ed.—f. How can you pretend te be fog for 
your paſt anger and uncharitableneſs; and at t 
ſame time, reſolve to be more choletic and: inju» 
nous on the next occaſion, - What inoonſiſtency 
and contradiction. is it, in the ſame-hreath, 


| ore a 


by 
Ans, and . 
0 hate them 
ſincerely, above all things, and: yet to pur- 

rify, the ſaying. of th Dea | 
ws. you verify, the ſaying. of the prophet: 
2 hath lieg en {the f. Suppoſe your | 
ighbour, whom you hate ſo cordially, ſhould | 
come down upon his knees. Aye, n de | 
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3 ſnould nevertheleſs gie 
to underſtand, that be is ſtill diſpoſed to be- 
We as before, or even worſe when opportunity 
1 would you think of him 7 
e to the Almighty ;-!tis 
tm, hoe you Know vou are not 
reſolved not to commit 
N Iam for curſ- 
ing m for eee and labbath bre ing z and 
quarrelling too ] I never will quarrel 5 un- 
leis he provoke me. J. Vour conditional pur- 
| 5 renders your xpentunte Vain and falſe. 
ou are not ſorry for any one of your fins, if 
your ſorrow do not extend to all and every one 
. of them. You do not teſplve to keep the th 
Commandment, which forbids anger and re- 
yenge; neither,” therefore; do you purpoſe to 
obſerve''the' 2d Commune Which forbids 
curſing. For this, your pi to be true 
muſt be influenced by ſome ſuch motive as this, | 
viz. becauſe your fin' diſpleaſes God; becauſe it 
offends his Majeſty, attacks his goodneſs, pro- 
vokes "his ants by en an entire diſſolu- 
tion of his frĩendih „ Now, if this be | 
Fu er „ 
to fles from pally po: it Will 'alfo molt certainly 
induct you'to avoid every other fin. Since, 
therefore, you make a, diſtinction in this matter, 
And purpoſe to ſhun fin, with a limited reftric- 
"con; it is a convincing proof; that L | 


* "Mes; | 
0; 


* 


ſolution; and con 


BY 492 )) þ 
y; all vonn pete 
purpoſes ate falſe, partial, and — conſe · 


crament, the eſſential diſpoſitions which all e- 
nitents, muſt have, ho mean ſeriduſiy to 


pent, and — D 1 their 
ſons: {gn ty A Stig 4 i 7 1 


A nr. ne ö — 
. Sir, I have, far-ſeveral:; years paſt led a 
ere worldly, and wicked life: it has pleaf- 
ed to give me a ſenſe of my miſery;- and 
convince me of the neceſſity lam under. 
turning from my wickedneſs «without delay, if 


I wiſh for — — ot the 
next. But no ſonner I begin in earneſt to.ſet 


about a true converſion, than a, crowd of diſ- 
ere deſponding thoughts occur to 

I have — lively ideas of my 2 
petverſeneſs, and preſemt ;weaknels : I * — to 


ſee before me a long ſeries of dangers to he a- 


voided; of enemies and obſtacles to combatʒ of 
temptations to reſiſt; of hardſhips to undergo. 
1 feel the ſtrongeſt inward . I fancy 


I: hear an interior voice which-ſeems;;to lay, 
«Think well on what thou art going to un- 
dertake I ſee if thou art able to carry on the 
plan of life thou att about to lay do. What! 
can'ſt thou remain for years, even to the end of 


thy life, always chaſte; ever ſober, ever Jul, 


ever charitable, ever pious 2 But can'ſt thou 
find in thy heart, to renounce. far ever, the en- 
r ett a 


£33 


quently, you do not bring with you v be - 


* 


have) 


derer ee her mote? And wilt thou lorſaheinis 
all „ gan friends, and jovial compani- 
adieu to all mirth and jollity, to — 
thy days and nights with dull ance and 
_ fobriety?: Surely, it will not be poli for you 
to hold on to the end of your days, in a perpe- 
tual reſtraint of all the moſt flattering and im- 
ofrtune inclinations incident to the human 
eart :: n] paſſion euſtom, and inclination will 
evail ! Lou uſt relapſe; you muſt. fall back 
Do your uſual train of liſe; in vain, therefore, 
** attempt to change it!!“ Thus am I tempt- 
ed, preſſed; and in a manner ſoroed to deſpair of 
perſeverance in my 2 perk reſolutions, The 
weakneſs of nature; firength of paſſion; 
the malice of the devil, ſeem each in their _ 
tio concur, and all together to combine, to are 
throw my beſt- laid deſigns of repentance and a- 
mendment — 57. Let devil, on, nature, 
continue to combine tree you; if God be 
with you, what have you to Fenr 7 The pretend= 
od impoffibility of perſeverance, repreſented to 
you in fo dead a light, exiſts no where but in 
our imagination: de not then dejected ; nor 
| d to conclude immediately, that all is loſt; 
that there is no ſincerity in your purpoſes; no 
reliance to be made on your reſolutions of con- 
verſion and amendment of life; It is not neceſ— 
ſary that you ſhould have certain knowledge you 
ws never return to your late vicious courſes } 
Such knowledge is chimerical | Who- can 
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* theſe uneaſy doubts and 
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heart, “ I will 


( 


enn tell how he will act oa certain critical irs | 
8 The force of your inveterate ha- 
s; the confirmed violence of your natural 
ae of 6 carry you ſo ſtrongly to the com- 
on of ſin, that Gin appear to you morally 
impoſlible to refrain from it for any long time! 
apprehenſions, do 
not affect either the ſincerity: or validity of your 
actual repentance! Theſe anxious miſgivings 
are the: of the underſtanding, in which 
your will bas no ſhare, and on which her affec- 
tions are not depending; for amidſt all all cheſe 
diſheartening ſuppoſitions, and alarming fears of 
future contingencies, the will, ever miſtreſs of 


il 


ber own” operations, 3 of divine 


ace, reſolve} may fi actual Goat 
— to forſake 2 ome — on 
nounce for ever, all kind of crimi 
and engagements; how much ſoever y — 
truſt your own frailty. Vou may fay fill; with 

rigorous truth, and from the bottom of -yeur 
am reſoly 
fixed on doing my utmoſt to change my life!” 
Whether you wilt ever hereafter ſwerye from 


your preſent determination; God alone fortſers * 


that you ate now actually ſo determingd;” is 
what you know, or at leut prudeficly hope'ts 
de the caſe.” If notwitkſtanding, all the reafon 
you have to fear on the ſeore of the'incontt 
and mu of the human will; you be 
ure, as far as can be, of your, 'being at this 
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| reſolved to avoid all mortal ſin, at all events „ f 
this is ſufneient. In ſuch a diſpoſition of mind 
and heart, you may ſafely leave the reſt to di- 
vine Providence, and exclaim with the Apoſtle: 
t God be ſor me, who is againſt me. You 
may comfort yourſelf with the preſent ay 
of your conſcience ! It is true, may you ſay, 
ſhall have many ſtruggles, probably many com- 
bats to engage in; and whether I ſhall conquer, 
or be conquered, is unknown to me: but what 
I know. is, that I am truly and ſtrongly deter- 
mined never more to depart from the obedience 
due to God! What know is, that | as long as . 
my preſent determination laſis, (and why. ſhauld 
it not laſt as long as life itſelf ?) nothing ſhall be 
able to ſepatate me from him I and, in order to 
prove and realize the ſincelity of my proteſta · 
tions, I will from this very hour begin do adopt 
every neceſſary precaution againſt a relapſe; 
and hun with all poſfible care, every occakon 
of ſin „ e n rr 
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, . accuſe myſelf of conſenting in thought, 
and defire, to the crime of adultexy. I con- 
feſſed the like ſin ſome time ago, and my Direc- 
tor.,alked me, if I was reſolved 0 avoid the 
company of, that perſon Who was the occaſio 
innocently) of my fin? I ſaid yes, partly 
. through fear of not getting abſolution, and part- 
ly becauſe; I fancied. I waz, under no obligation 
of fiunning ber? 
56623 1 | | © -I&: J. And 
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J. And did you fancy you was under ub ob- 
. of ſpeaking the truth on ſo ſolemn an 
aſion. This ſhameful and ſacrilegious pre- 
varication, ſhews how little you was diſpoſed to 
avoid the imaiediate occasion of your fin, even} 
if you had acknowledged it to be ſuch. I 
ſee the perſon ſo ſeldom: that I did not think 1 
was in the immediate oc j,j,ẽàͥ | 
F. You certainly are, whenever you join bet 


company, if, conſidering your evil diſpaſitions; 


your paſt experience, und) preſent citeumſtan- 


ces, you are, whenever with her, in imminent 
danger, morally ſpeaking, of offending God, or 


relapſing into ſin, if you be not reſoved at all. 


events and hazards to avoid every ſuch danger, 


how ſeldom, or how often ſoever it occurs $: - 


you may conclude, that there is no ſincerity in 
your confeſſion, and pretended repentance; and 
that you have no trut ſorro w for your ſins. Your 
cannot repent, if you do not purpoſe not ta ſin : 
to place yourſelf volu in occaſions that muſt 
plunge you into fun, proves” that you have no 
ſuch purpoſe, or that it iis vain and hy pocritical. 
M. 1 never ſeek the'6ecafion ;vbut I canngt s 


ways ſhun it, without prejodieing encceding , 


my 2 and hurting my reputation. 
Vour intereſt and 


ſin ! Does not Jeſus Chriſt bid us even e 
out our eyes, and cut offi our hands, if they en- 
danger our ſalvation, aſſuting us, it is incompa- 
rably betcer to enter into Heaven blind or lame, 


. ü e than 
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reputation muſt: be ſacrificed, 
if there be no other way to avoid the danger f 


0 


e 
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thin 10 fall into Hell with: our eyes e \ 
entire and though. we ate not to ihtetpret this 
tent in a litteral ſenſe ; yet the energy of the 
expreſſion indicates, that if any object, eitceum- 
| Rance or perſon; prove ta us an immediate oc- 
cCuſion of fin; were it as dear or as an 
cye or a hand, we are commanded to part with 
it, in order to prevent our {eternal run. 
But, Sir, I am fo cireumſtanced, that an entire 
ſeparation from this perſon is entirely impracti- 
cable, and all things conſidered, morally impoſ- 
fible. F. If — . cer ag abſolutely true, 
and 406 a imagination only; the only remedy 
left is, to adopt ſuch meaſures as may render the 
occaſion more remote, and the danger leſs im- 
minent. To effect this, you are bound in con- 
ſaience to uſe extraordinary endeavours to pre- 
Vent being alone with the object of your crimi- 
nal inclinations: you are obliged to uſe entreme 
Vigilance and precaution: you muſt with more 
than uſual diligence and exactneſs, have recourſe. 
to prayer, to beg of God not to be led into 
temptation: you muſt have à conſtant and fre- 
quent recourſe to; the holy Sacraments: you | 
muſt ſeek retirement, and opportunity for pious 
reading and meditation you muſt giue abms to 
the poor: you mult faſt, or practiſe other cor-" 
| Pr NINE in a word, you muſt be will- 
ing and 6651p Io make uſs of forme;'or all theſe : 
preſervatives Nom ſin, according as circumſtan- 
ces hall require, a in the manner they:ſhall - 
OO 9 ilingogk, - 
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and docility on your part, —— n | 


yourgpretenſions' to eee e as we Tg 
aluſion, and by Poe 2 


| W. enn — | 


as I -ought ; I haye nat ſpoken ſo charitably:of 
my neighboqr as: 1 — L have not done as 
I would be done hy; I have not beꝶn ſo patient 
as L ought; I have not been fo diligent. as 1 
ought to be in 


for I donꝰ t K yang what you have 

11 
know yon was deaf. J. Ihear you but dont 
comprehend you: I can't gatheg from whatyou 
ſay, whether you ate a great ſaint, or a great 
ſinner: where is the n 2 
be, who is mot re -to-own, that the 
been fo charitable; ſo patient, ſa devout, N 
and perfect a chriſtian as ſhe! ought! to-be 1:4 
woman leſs hoh you arecdurs, might uſe the 


veny fool not accofation :| what bg 


judgment therefore am I to frame concerni 
you. | read the like ſorm of acruſation 
ſeveral prayer- books, and other approved books, 
particularly in Grenada's Memorialof a Ohriſ- 
tian life. J. The Memorial is an excellent book: 
if you have read it throughout with attention, 


you 22 have ſqund, that it inculcates to % 
tion of making a full and entire c. 

Fans your fins. , It teaches chat penitenitsin = 
* their fins te the 


"Prieft, 
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away bad thoughts; 1 
have not. muſt beg leave to interrupt — | 


ſpeak; louder, ! Se 4 
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Prieſt, fitting by divine commiſſion as Judge in 
the tribunal of Pe ance, ought to give him fo 


full an account of themſelves; fa candid à de- 
ſcription of their interior; ſo ample an informa- 


tion concerning the nature, number, and Cir- 
dumſtances of all their ſins as to enable him to 
paſs a competent judgment, and pronounce a 


ſt and equitable ſentence, worthy to be. rati- 


fied: at the tribunal of God | Ceaſe! then to 
make uſe, in your confeſſions, of that uſeleſe, 
vague, deluſory expreſſion: tas tought,” If 


vou have not been fo, devout as you ought, de- 


Auaily prayers, or in omitting to hear pra 
days commanded? Whether: your indevotion 
has: been habitual or accidental ? very rare, or 


other circumſtances, ſhould be conſidered by 


clare ran 27 5 and 'opth penly in hat your indevo- 
tion conſiſts Whether: — wilſul diſtractions in 
your ordinary prayers, morning and night; or 


in your prayers of obligation at Maſs on Sun- 


days and Holidays! Whether in omittin 


en 


8. on 


very frequent? If you have ſpoken uncharitably, 
was it. through ud or negligence ? or pride; 
or: envy," or intereſt I or what other motive? 
Did you utter ealumnies} obloquies, or detrac- 
tions, or ſlanders ? where ?: before whom, and 
how many t and how often ? was the defama - 

tion great? thei injuries conſiderable ? the con- 
ſequences irreparable? Theſe and numberleſe 


you ; and your, confefion-ſhould be made ac- 
_ - cording as. conſcience pronounces you, reſpec- 
ke guilty of all or any of them. | No ate no 


Cl. 3 $58 palliation 
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Nie witneſs given in the tribunal of Penance, 


% 


if you hope to have the pardon of them zatified 
hereafter at the Judgment Seat of God. 47 


OR ONT TIP Ann * f 
V. I have been induced to omit perforininlg | 
the penance enjoined me in my laſt chnfeſſigm 
becauſe it appeared very inconvenient àud i 


ſuited to one in my circumſtances Singe this” © 


omiſſion, I have been led to doubt of —.— 
ableneſs and la wfulneſs of penances ingetstabt 
the injury done to God by fin, is infinite ns 
penance therefore, or ſatis faction made by a 
nite and imperfect; creature, can compenſage 
for any ſuch injury. Moreover the notion of 
Penance is derogatary; to the merits of: gut di- 


vine Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. He certainly haas . 


made moſt am ple ſatisfaction for the fins! of A 
mankind: why then ſhafl I preſume to fatisfyy 
or pretend to do penanee for my fins ? Already 
ſo divinely cancelled and ranſomed.?. J. Becauſe 
you. will, otherwiſe, ſuffer for your ſus ern. 


ly! Recollect, if you pleaſe, what you was 


tinction between the guilt of ſin, and the tem- 
puniſhment due to fin. | Tis a fact eee 


rmed by ſeveral examples in holy Seripture chat. 


lmighty God, does not always remit ban 
theſe at the ſame time; but that whilſt in hir 
mercy, he pardons ſin as to the guilt of it, he 
often reſerves, in his juſtice, a temporal chaſſiſe- 
ment to be inflicted Sn | 
. D;ö˙ 


— 2 


2 ol 2 * 1 
* 7 0 


1 
” Thigh e 
3 An ai tio yet for the felf fame fererweh 
anch for no order càuſe; foffer ther panilh- 
ment of death. As by one man; fin entered in. 
te World; and dy im, death; | 
_ deathJid/pas.” Rom. xi, Thus the murmur- 
_ ing Ifraclites offended God grievoufly'; unt le 
 exprefily declared to Moſes," that they wert 
| pardoned; I have forgiven ;“ yer the Tacred 
text informs us, that God immediately added: 
% For which/fin (tho? forgiven,) they ſhall Hie 
in the wilderneſt f and for” forty. years," their 
very ehildren ſhall bear their fornicution.“ Fhus 
-we read of David's ad % Our Lord 
ao hath taken away thy fing—howbeit=<the 
child mall ſurely die for this deed, the fword 
all not depart from thy houſe for ever.” I will 
ke thy wives, and give them to thylneigh- 
bour, Kc. ch. xii, 19. Such was the 3 
of God's Providence, antecedent to the goſpel,” 
in admitting ſinners to a reconciliation ; and the 
fame di tion, his divine wiſdom, has conti- 
naet fince che eſtabliſhmetit of the Chriſtian te- 
ligion ſor the Sacrament of Penance, which 
releaſes'a penitent ſinner, through the virtue of 
Chrift's-pafſion, from all the guilt of his fins, 
and from the eternal puniſhment due to them, 
des not; of itſelf,” free him from all temporal 
| . The ſacerdotal abfolution reinſtates 
"i by (if his repentarice be fincere) in God's 
friendſhip, reſtores to him his forfeited right to 
A and Conſequently reſ- 
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3h divine and ſuperabundant redemption ] for not- 
ef ef ba 


rr 
= 
of 
—_— — — 


— „% —⅜ r 
= — Bo 


ta gemi, or at leaſt to change the penance 


Siren me penance 
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averbs;Gteu Ke. Ser alſo the New Teſtament of 
Stig Baptiſt, and his diſeiples; St. Paul, 
Ste Run Jeſus Cheſt, bis diſciples; Math; ꝙ. &c. 

Don yon yourſelf, though you object againſt 


a injurious to Chriſt, yet you acknow- 
ciĩency (as above interpreted) in his 


Wichflandling this rede mption, you on the ne- 
ptiſm, of faith; of repentatice;' and 


14 Co , 
* zndeavour.' to the Commandments. 
0 N e - _ : 


3Y our therefore, to petancesy/that is 
to ſay/ ta prahers, faſts, and aims, does not pro- 

ed from the unreaſ; or unlawfulneſs 
of the things themſelves; but from your diſlike 
of the labour, and ſelf denial included in the 
. practice of them; and hence it is they appear fo 
very: inconvenient and ill · ſuited to one in your 
Dirwumſtabc es RES 0? eie 


- which, wa lately enjoined me by a very incalous - 
worthy: man, I We but 9 has 
ceenthinly.. very little: knowledge of the world, 
and ſenms hut little capable of diſcriminating 
beimeen perſdns and chatacters; for be has 
ite diſproportioned to my 
— 

A;perion atuation:an bh . IV c 

n the. pecafion'? 21 
argued with che good man for near half an 
e dan in nd be des daldie. J. i 
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wes refoleed/t6-do his döty ! Sureſy von ue wer 


et to learn, that ix is a ſtrict obligation incutmn- 
on every Confeſſor whenever he abſolves a 


Peu to enjoin at the ſame time a penance:; 


which, becauſe it is deſigned as a ſatisfaction fr 


1 committed, ought to be proportioned to 


them: ſo that wheu the fins are great, the pe- 
nance ſhould not be ſmall; equity and Juſtice 


requiring, that delinquents ſhould be more or 
es feverely puniſhed, according as their crimes 
are more or leſs flagrant and inexcuſable. Hence 


in the primitive ages of the church, ſo many 


penitential canons were enacted by Which pe- 


culiar penalties were impoſed correſpoiident to 
almoſt every kind of grievous fin j and in thoſe 


| ny of ſincerity and zeal, they were tihiverſal- 


accepted, and humbly ſubmitted” to by the 
hful, in order to ſatisſy more condignly for 
their fins, and with a view to avert more Yeu 


chaſtiſements of God's juſtice. The rigour 


this diſcipline, is not at ente day ſtrictiy adopt 
ed by our H. Mother the Chufeh ; büt the" fs 
Kill -guided by ther ſpirit" of Oed] a vhildh, 
ably to the dictates of chriſtian p 


children, ſhe allows her miniſters to abate n 
great deal of the length and ſeverity of the an 
cient uſages - V. This was one of the argue 
ments I urged to my good Director Ide 

him to conſider, that the church; like an ind 
gent parent, accommodated herſelf to the frailty 


eee and grie- 


277% watt N | vous | 


and out of condeſcenſion to the\weaknels of bit / ; 


4 


PAY \ | 
. 


hardſhips. of ber former ſtatutes ; and that 
hoped he would follow her example, and re- 
lent a little in his, &verity ! but I talked in vin. 
5, Hear how the ſame indulgent; phrent d- 
refled her paſtors, long ſiace the abatement 

ou ſpeak of took place. After recommend- 
= to them a prudent alloy of mildneſs and ſe- 
verity, {he gives them this memorable eaution: 
Jo beware, leaſt by cnjoining light ſatisfac- 
tion for heavy crimes, they become criminal 
themſelves, and acceſſory to the guilt of others, 
8 their ſhameful lenity and conni- 


| they encourage in iniquity.” Trid. ſeſſ. 
| | 14. 8. Your Dir , probably, had weighed 


well the importance of this rule of the Church; 
and therefore, would not venture to impoſe a 
{mall and triwial penance for faults of ſuch mag- 
aitude- as thoſe of which ydu pethaps was 
uilty. . My ſins, L-own, are great boch in 
— and in number! 7. Why then did yon 
 fallicit your Director to ſwerve from his duty? 
Woe be to him if he had yielded to your im- 
portunity ! Woe be te every miniſter of God, 
who, entruſtad with the ſacred office and high 
prerogative, of holding in his hands the balance 
of the ſanctuary, ſhe]! date to incline the {cales, 
not as juſtice, but inclination guides |; Woe be 
to the Conſeſſor, who, through. timidity or hu- 
reſpeQs, ſuifers himſelf to be oyer-awedby 

dignity, ranks. of opulence from exercifing that 
y__ and ſmpartiality of judgment, which 
the duty of his ſation, and the ſanclity of his 
character 
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chiraQer ext Nen Him. "Wot de WHEL 
titual phy fete, Who, chréngh igbsraget ot 
carelefineſs, errs i his treatment of the dice 
he undertakes td 'cure; pteſeribing indffcrimi⸗ 


arely his remedſes without-fudgment or Ni. 


to miſtake à caſe?” T'entertain a prod” pine 
of my Director; et 1 cannot help thinking he 


- 


: Phe beſt aud witch phyticiah may chance - 


has, through miſtake, impoſed an improper and © 


unſuitable” penance; and 1 wich to dane it 
changed. F. Wbt is difficult zo ng res⸗ 
able, may be eaſily miſtaken for chat hien is 
imptoper and unſtftable! "You ate Tenſfible eat 
the ſame law of Chriſt and bis church, which 
authorizes” and-obliges the director to- iner 
ſome. penalty for fins committed; fubjefts and 
binds the penitent-to accompliſh it. The obli« 
gation is reciprocalz or rather, tis much/greater 
on the part of the penitent, as be is the cini 
nal; and thereſore cannot,” without à manifeſt 
ſin of injuſtion, reſuſe his offended God am a. 
tonement ſuitable to his tranſgreſſions. It is 
true this obligation is not of ſo invariable a n- 
ture as that a peniterit may never habe it in his 
power to make a 'repreſentation' or exception 


againſt certain penances which may have been 


preſeribed. For a Confeſſor is often unge qmaint- 
ed with the condition and ſituation of penitents 
and conſequently, muſt be ignorant of-tlie.na- 
ture of their Tircatnſtances, abilities,” connec-: 
rotis, conſtitution; and ſo forth: whenre it may 
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tence ah indiſcretion, that he.enjoins peniten- 

tial works of prayer, faſts, and altas-deeds, which 
to them are morally impoſſible. All penitents 
undder this predicament, ate free to temonſlſrat 

and deſire ; not indeed to be exempted from al 
ſatisfactory Works; but to have. ithoſe/which 
are 1 impraRicable, commuted for others 
equivalentiy penal and proportionably juſt. If 


| "therefore, you will be at the trnuble of telling 
me in what your-penance confifts, and whatare 
dhe ſins for Which it was enjoined,” I will. give 

you my candid opinion, whether any, or AYE 


all cirpumitancey dee 

' | * als e 5 1 + E a” 211 N 

— — — — — 
„ Partly through the hurry o buſineſs, an 


| Ear worldly cares, diſappointments, an 


misfortunes and partly through ſpiritual floths 
tepidity, and negligence of my eternal concerns, 
I have neglected for many months paſt to ap- 


_ . proach the ſacraments I and lately 1 1 5 been 


very much tempted and diſturbed with doubts, 
concerning the neceſſity and propriety of the 
uſe of confeſſion. Almighty God has promiſed 
to forgive me my an whenſoever I repent of 


them; why 3 confeſs them to the prieft ?—. 


He r nd mee chan 569 bas pee to 


do? 6 85 : 
F. God has not protniſed-you forgivencs of. 


- fins, but on certain conditions one of Which 


ia that you preſent yourſelf to his miniſter, ſit- 


ting on the „ ben M. his delegate, 


TW. >. by . 


„ . < 
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Being, in abſolving the adult as heiderives 
old, without the. interpoꝶtom of: a Wan 


touching the ſtrings of tbe! tunefublyre,— 


5; Nad as, BT. 2 


_ &ront you $0.4aDe Nee tO PR 
Ute 1 
Hemel honeſtlyl wich the“ conditions exatted , 


every dgubt concerning the propriety of ap- 


ebe ſearched. The monſter maſt be ftiffed 


4 
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by virtue of his commiſſions) - 4A:ſubojdinate - 


<< agent, who derives his power from a-ſuperior 


«© his power from the ſame ſource, Wen he 
<< purifies the ſoul-of-the infant in baptiſny T 
«© know full well, that Gad could change the 
heart of man, and fotgiue ſins in young and 


being. The prophet who. was-confulted! b 7 
„two Jewiſh kings, and before he Would give 

** an, anſwer. called for à harp, could habe re. 
$4, ceived . the prophetic! inſpiration. tithodt 


« Chriſt could have reſtored the hlind man to 
his ſight, without applying the mud toihis 
eyes, and converted the world, .without-ex- 
<{. paſing; his apoſtles n martyrdom. But am I 
«* to bring bim to an account for uſing inter? 
mediate agents or what I think to- be. an 
aſtitution of the Divinity, is it not ay duty 
eto abide it * 14-3 Let me therefore en» 


ppſitions negefiary.foria valid conſeſſion, and to 


from evcsy penitent, by: God and the church! 
and I will venture ta aſſure you, that ut 


proaching the ſacrament, will vaniſn! „ The 
5; dark. receſles of the criminal conſcience muſt 


*®. 4 b 2 — o * - - . 4 2 *. * 
Phe n 1 nent 
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the greateſt bleſſing you can 
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. ide heart that gave it birth. A ſincere 
<_ forrow for paſt guilt, a firm reſolution to 
_ < avoid: future lapſes, and every poſſible atone- 
went to the injured Deity, and che injered 
2 ee eee 069 Yee and indiſpenſi 
ſites to a good conſeſſion. Take 
7 Oe of theſe three conditions, and the 
F prieſt's ablolution ure but empty ſounds. 

If chen the prieſt's abſolution be any plea 
& againt:Koman Catholics, it may as * be 
e ſaid that the promiſe of the Most High- to 

% pardon therepentent ſinner, ahho' his fins were 
$6. as red as ſcarlet, men to commit 
, fan; or that a mam may take an oath con 
| % to his conſcience, under the idea that a-fub- 

4 ſequent interior repentance” (arid eonfeſfion | 
= . — 1 jou e and par- 
« 18:20 OJ 
— K 
„ I thi be dare, VA txt ins with- 
out deteſting them abdve all things: I deteſted 
bodily pain, poverty, and diſgrace more thun 
them; or to be racked and tortured, to be 
Rarved, to be branded; J. You ought not to 
— 5 theſe acts of the imagination ſo ub te 
the operation of the will ! ' You are 
convinced that the grace and favour of God is 
enjoy in this life: 
and con ly the firſt forſeiture of it b 
mortal ſin, is the greateſt Evil in the world, 

* to be deteſted than the pains of racks, be 

bres, famines, Knives, or whatever Rocks can 


| E be ay to 2 ſupreme hatred of every grievous' 


8 ern faeceſs in great 
_ Oinit no 


/ 


„ 
ſoggeſk You mut hubour Uberehee no nbi 


and a reſolution, in general, to forbeat or 
rather than 


endure any thing and everything 


conſent to it: truſting in che gelten of God, 


that he will on no particular occaſion ur emer. 
geney we Wl ppm? cot tempted” above your 
how ſhall — _ 
LG in general-16 diſpoſed as tc be willin 
ſuffer all evils rather than gricevoully offen 
God ? J. Sinee you de not know'f; . 
out your falvation with fear a trembling.” 
* Be faithful in lietle things,” ànd G will 
ter trials. 
commit no evil; und when you. 
have freed to fulfil! the divine Me 6a 
3 ſuy that “ you are un un - 
vant®—and ilk — with your God“ 
«© Not know ing herber you are worthy of love 
of of hatred. Hüch is the freilty of mn, and 
the ineo yof the human will;/thatfcatce” 
any'refolution i to be dependec ou beyond the” 
preſent hour. Though ydu were bertuln at this” 
inftant of being willing and ready to. die a mar-" 
tyr for the cauſe of God and virtue 3" yet | 
kfhow not whit aſteration of ſentitent and of 
feeling the moment of trial may produce,” You 


truſt chat yo re now 4 true enitent 3 that” 
you deteſt fin more than alf other evils; that x 


you ate determined no confideration Whatever, 
of pleaſure or of pain; half indues v td com- 
mit the fins of which you now. n Theſe 
are Are 
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are your diſpeſuions, we hope, at preſent; and 
if ſo, vou have no juſt. cauſe th doubt of -your- 
guilt being cancelled, and of your free pardon 
from God being ratified, at the moment you 
receive; the ſatramental abſolution. But re- 
member, conſeſſion and - abſglution- do not 
e confirm man in the ſtate of. inamiſſible 
ſanctity g nither does baptiſm or the Lord's 
I ſupper becauſe man is born with free will. 
1 * the conſtant conflict between grace and 
iF —** the pathong, he is liable; to-the,alternate ſuc- 
. ** ceſhon of defeats and triumphs. Should the 
Wl  ** fuccours: of religion make hüm but virtuous 
J for ſome time; and take ſome links from the 
1 4 chain, it is ſo much gained. The 
| eaten himſelf cknowledeedaks: benefit of 
tl _ ** making ſome advances; ſhould. we be unfor-+ 
1 *< tunate enough to go no further. Eſt aliquid 
e prodire tens, & non datur ultra . 
. AI toter from what you ſay that I 
may reſt, quite ſaticfied with the confeſſions I 
make, and the abſolutions I receive, even tho 
my life be ſpent in a ſeries of purpoſes. of 
amendment, and relapſes into ſin Is this the 
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. In our communion we never hold forth 
| < our confeſſions and abſolutions as licences: ſor 
[| „ guilt, but as curbs to the paſſions, Our 

<< directors point out the path to the way- faring 
pilgrim, between the to extremes of deſpair 
and preſumption: to guard. againſt the fipſt , 
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the gates of penance are throw open, 48 {6 


„many avenues that lead to merey: to guard 
*© againſt the ſecond, the dread of God's Julg- 


ments, the uncertainty of the laſt hour, the 


/ abuſes of God's graces, which; if negleGted, 
„ {well the long liſt of crimes and puniſhments, 
are held forth in all their terrors? We. 
<« repreſent to the guilty conſcience finkin 
under a weight of anxieties and erimes; the 
<« peniteut thief crying out for mere, and 


46 obtaining pardon. We repreſent to the ob- 


4e ſtigate and pre ſumptuous ſinner, the impeni- - 
cc tent thief threatening reprobation. We know 
that while the ſerpent is raiſed up in the wil- 
« derneſs, no wound is incurable : 'we know, 
„on the other hand, that when criminal &. 
<< ties, had filled up the meaſure of their ini--- 
cc 99175 in vain did Abraham lift up his ha 

e to Heaven, to ſolicit their pardon,. If we place 
{© between the Judge and the ſinner a great Me- 
« diator ; tho the Mediator and Judge be the 

© ſame, yet we place between the Mediator afid 
« ſinner an awful Judge, We earneſtly recom. 
«© mend the frequent uſe of confeffion, becauſe 
*© man is ſo frail that he ſtands in frequentneed of 
« it, But ftill we recommend it, not as looſe 
<« reins to humour the ſinnef's paſſions, but as 
« a ſtiff bridſe to check their fallies,”'Weniever . 

* encourage our penitents to nem dilarders, + 

« but inſpire them with deteſtation for former 

„ guilt, and fear of ſwelling the ſcore7 fer ]] 

„ know the danger of affronting mercy by new 
« crimes, but cannot know the fatal mom 
2 . | * 


* 
\ 


- <6, where. paternal. goodneſs is limited. Thus 
©, we lead our. penitents. in the intermediate 
path betwaep. deſpair and. preſumption, by 


reach the critical term, where the ſoul, after 
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0 _ of my little boys to be inſtrusted by you, and 


46. 


burſting the chains of its eatthly priſon; 


|  $+xakes.itsflight.ioto the vaſt region of ſpicits3 


and euen when, arraigned. belore the judges 


ment ſeat, we tremble for irs deſtiny v. 


| . Tf it be agreeable to you, I will ſend one 


prepared for receiving the Sacraments. He has 
never been either to confeſſion or communion, 
tho“ de will be 13 years old at Chriſtmas; ſo 
Whenever you are at leiſure, Sit, I hall 
- 7., Whenever you. pleaſe; I'm willing to do 
1 child any ſervice. in my power; tho? I'll 
be free to ſay, that I look upon the taſk of ad- 
mitting children}. to. their firſt confeſſion and 
- communion, as a diſagreeable part of my office, 
on account of the great difficulty attending it. 
. You'll give me leave to obſerve, mbreover, that 
I deem it the parent's duty. to inſtruct and pre- 
diſpoſe their children before they preſent them 
to the Prieſt: it is a duty which you owe to 
God and your family ; and which you have far 
| better, earlier, and ORE opportunities of 
_ diſcharging, than I, or any other perſon can be 
. ſuppoſed. to have. V. I have always thought 
© ſ, and therefore, endeavoured to acquit myſelf, 
reren e 
„e 


treats of the ſubject 


„ 
in che beſt manner I could, — in 


this point. I make all my children 1ay 
prayers daily, and learn eateehiſms an a}! 
Sundays, and on moſt other days, unleſd Wine 


impediment intervene; afterwards I read t6 


them, or cauſe one of — Walvecd the Poor 


Man's Catechiſm, or ſome other ' book which 
of their leſſon: 


Tam 


weir 


lad to bear this! but hy did you de 77 your & 


s admiſſion to the "Sacrament of Penance 
till he i is almoſt eleven years old. dn 
think him ſufficiently inſtructed till now the? 
I own, I have had ſome doubt ES 
not old enough, more than a NN Ms 
ply with the 'of the church in 
lar; but I don't well know the law * — 
in regard of this d 8 — 


blame you, for — the child from 3 


Sacrament, if your motive ſor ſo doi 
and reaſonable. Children may bei po Lot 


early as poſſible” concerning — g | 


but — may not layfully receive them until 
they come to the uſe of reaſon; that is; until 
they are capable of forming a judgment of moral 


Vw and evil; or, of the lawfulnefs and untaw- / 
u 


Ineſs of an action, or an omiffiom : for- until 


they attain to this ca 


neither merit nor demeriti. "Phe ews 


, their actions have 


= 


marks of judgment on fome-occafions, and Ar 


tolerably well for his age; but I can't tell 


i he de able Tt LORIE WF ken the" Sterne. 
ments. ; 60” 
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J., A perſon ma have the uſe of his under⸗ tal. 

F ftanding, and be able to reaſon on ſome ſubjetts, elve 

and et not be capable of good or ili deſert ; rss 

is plain from inttances of madmen, drunkafde, 

andifleepers ; ſuch; people often exerciſe then 
reaſoning faculties on certain objects, and to a 

pverxtain degree dut nobody allows that theß 

3 enjoy a free. will, or have the power of a free 
; *choice, People aſleep, may ſeem to reſiſt temp. 

_* tations, and to flee from ſin with horror: but 
f bk reſiſtance, be indication of a virtuous, | 
iſpolition ; yet, it cannot be ſaid to be merit 
rious, or. an act o free - will, which will meet 
with a divine reward. Children | attain the 
power of, reaſoning, on certain ſubjects, ſooner 
than on others; becauſe ſome ſubjects are 
pPlüGKhainer and eaſier than others; and conſequent- 

If the merit and demerat of children, in reſpect 

| of ſome particular ppints of mozality, will prove 
earlier than in reſpect of cettain other points; 
for all their knowledge or rational exerciſe de- 

pends on the. impreflions made on their imagi- 

nations and äntellects. Theſe impreſſions will, 

vary ad much as the objects which give occaſion, 

to them; whence it is to be, inferred, that chil- 

d ren, according to the ſtrength or faintneſs of 
impreſſions, made on their underſtandings, will 
be able to paſs a ſound judgment in ſome caſes, 
and not in others. Hence it is probable, that 

children are, uſually, capable of committing ve- 
nial ſins before they have knowledge or malice 

_ (aſſicrent to Incur the guilt of fins that are mor- 
| 224 A * f ; | | tal. 
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ſelves prievoully ſinful, children can osten ap- 
hend chem diily” as Venia tranſgreſſohs in 
ike manner as diſtant vbjeAts appear büftier Br. 
ſmaller in proportion td the weakneſs Ur good - 
zes ug you lay e e GU} InPRAAD 
. Whg ou far dg 6 nal bib O20. 
"ot entbſd ins "05 dich Pitch Gif IHyI 
fit to appronch the Sacrament; with nis 
ſhare of inſtruction ad xHοο 
F. To come to a determination en this phimt- 


it may be öf ſe to obſerye; whether e un 


give x diſtinct and [good scbuαναt of che fault 
he commits, ot give pertinent and proper ans? 
ſwers* tb FuelBans propoſed Sanger ning Adee 
Whether he diſcovers um ingenucus Thane a 

oonfuſion for actions that ars genetally deemnE 
reproachful at his age vi, for being caught in 
a lie, found guilty of petty theft, dec. Whether 
he appear to have &-ptoper"Mebrjv'of the virtue 
of obedience t& parents, of piety ts'God, We? 


child appear to give no other ratio ghet 
queſtions aſked, than thoſe" he ha ane by” 
rote; if by his lilly geſtutes, by playing win nis 
fingers or with toys; by turning bis fiat om 


the perſon who ſpealts do him or by'a iner 
fixed, vacant ſtare, he manifeſts zn attention”. 
to, or total 9 what is faid, tis A ihn 
T8 : += of 


ard of actions that art d them” 


Sy Which they are deteried. 
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and to have imbibed Age notion f the'reward' 
and puniſhment of gped und evil in the life to 
come. But it by theſe aud che like rents n 
favourable ſymptoms eun be diſeer ned i your!” | 


3 8 14 3 a 
of his, not baving arrived to a 4 
realen diſtinguiſh, n 
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ge eee than in 
ogy and Propor- 
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that J. Children are Lone 
jet to ſome-laws. of the church at;the beginning 


of their eighth year; Ow A} that age 
are all in —— 


; of come" 
RY the — laws noe; 


join, = warmer,,climates, the mental, 


nf Creation;! - 
ſome ſhrybyy © 


to, the uſe. 
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have bound children to che laws af chis epuntry 


at the above-mentioned, age. The laws of na- 
ture, however, do not pre-ſuppoſe any determi. 


nate dn n ten, but are obligatory; and in 


full fotcœe upon all, withaut exception, .arfoom 


as ever they come to the uſe of their reaſons 


whatever the number: of their yrars and days;be- 
at that time. Thus alk children are obliged\ d 


truth. to obey. theit parents, ta do 5 
—— range es, 2060 Cann 


would; be done 
ciſe theit reaſon, whether their age berſeyen; 
or only four or five years, becauſe then ther light 
of nature diſcovers td them theſe; ohligntionss 
But in regard of human 2 children are ob- 
liged to comply with them on 
Jaws preſoribe. Hence à chi 
abſtain from: fleſh-meat- on certain 
days, nor, to be preſent at Maſs on Sundays 
Holidays (and ſo of other poſitive precepts} be- 
fore he is ſeven years old, although ſuch hid 
ſhould: have attained the uſe of rraſoh, unte- 


cedently to that period, or; term of.” yrute, in 


regard of annual conſeſſion aud Km, 


on, the law does not ſeem | to fin they age 


which it is to Commence. Tha & 


terent therefore, a above obſerved;; according: 
to the different diſpoſitions, abilities; iaftiucs; 
tions, and other citeumſtances of the children,: 
oy parties concerned. . III conclude to ſend 
the child to vun, and leave 
on: his ae or unfitne ſs to receive the Sutra · 


ments. ni i E 21058 er e 
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at the time ſux 
is not auigrd e 


you t determine 


: 


1 
} 


1 


IJ. Send bim, 16/0 ple: Sdhchene MB 


mchn kite to infruc an prepare him in the 


luis faults, amal aid kim thereto, 'by reminding 
kitm of all thoſe you have at different times re- 
marked ih Him I will d wy beſt. Sir, rſs 
; moſt obedient, ——Madaim, your Servant. 16.53 3h 


N What is 


conſe ont 7. 


me for I have ſinned ! J. Bübines ſit in corde 


deo d in. What dd you fag; Sir? Y. 1 
mic & May the Lord dwell in 17 heart, and 


ide vobr lips, to 


make a fall and equitable 
claration of all 


your ſins in the name of God 


the Father, Sov, "and _ Gboſt, Amen! 
Imighty God, to the bleſ- 
have been _ ä 


V confeſs 
e., Do you know at you 
ing? N. Les, Sir, the pfayer . the Con 
teor, or I eonfefs, &. J. Do you know by 
that prayer; you call'God und bis angels, ane 
his whole heavenly court to witneſs, that you 
are about to make a candid and humble avowal 
ofa the _w_ and fans, of which you think 
ty : and therefore, you muſt not on 


— Rt ns Alt be induced to conceal - any 


one of them By ſuch a'prevarication; you! 
— call upon God to be witneſs: to a lie 


U * * a FOR As gs and 


confuſion, 


beſt manner you cad. Eneburüge him to make 
16idid and a ingenugts acknowſedgment of u 


i your pleaſdre, my dear 0 

am ſent 2 u, Sir{/x0- make a general 
eaſe to walk this way, ank 
kneel-down there. V Pray to God to bleſs». 


it was the cuſtom ſo to do in 
for fear any thing ould eſcape the "memory. 


. No, I never on! I once fought with my 
ſiſter Sally, and made her noſe bleed, and pulled = 


9 


eee 


confuſion, you would incur & laſting me And 


difgrace- To acknowledge your fingingenueaſ- 


ly, ſhews'a good diſpoſitiou, 4 love of Jultice . 
and virtue; and is what redounds to y hon 


our. What paper is that in your hand. Milt 
is a liſt of all the ſins of my liſe. Ws told 
to write down y 


genetal conſeſſions, 


7. It will be time enoueh to lock at your pa- 
per when you have mentioned all you rement- 
der: there are ſome ſins tor Which youre fo 
ſorry, that I dare ſay you can't forget them, 


ſome of her hair off her head. 1 diſobeyed. 
J. My dear child never mention any perſon's 


name in confeſſions V I diſobeyed e 


and was ſo ſtubborn, thut he was obligen de 
he ſaid; to whip me. One day a boyvexed me, 
and I fajd the devil take you!? 1 lavghed"one 


Sunday in church, juſt after the elevation” Once 


my mama found me tolling againft a bench 
aſſeep in the chapel; Oue Shrove Tue 1 
was ſent to hear prayets, and inſtead of going, 
I played truant. Three or four tines Flaughed 


at a pogr old woman and e made ale of her, 


and teized her; I Was ca in a Me 
2 thres« lies without Mang found ole 


fins? . I was weld - 


„ 5 | 1 4 7 P 6 n , * 
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1 t 
neſa. I. tale ſome apples and fu $2 


* 


twice. 1 do not remember a0 thing elſe 
Did you never treſpaſs againſt modeſty?— 
don't know, Sir Did you never repeat any 
=D dime, idle, immodeſt words, or expreſſions, 
Which you may have heard certain:looſe 
and; difordeily; play-fellows?\ . Papa never 
ſuſſers us to play with ſtrangers... J. De you 
Tiſſe diligently in the morning, and dreſs your- 
ſielf modeſtiy, according; a8. the catechim 
teaches ? . We are not allowed to talx 
or play before we ſay; our morning a 
4 t you, now and then, indulge yourſelf _ 
in ſlotb or lazineſs before you riſe ; or perhaps _ 
in ſome improper, unſeemly actions and poſ- 
| - ture$#+ Im obliged to get up as ſoon. 18 
Jam called. J. Don't you believe that God 
koows, and ſees all things. . Yes, Sir, G 
8 where: I learnt this in my very firſt 
| 8. Fo Aud have you never, at no time, in 
no plade, in the dark, in bed, or elſewhere, taken 
any liberties, nor allowed yourſelf or others any 
Actions ot touches, which ybu knew, or thought 
to be unbecoming the fight of God and his an- 
| geld, . No, hope not. N. Did vou ner 
ver do, noe perbit to be done, any thing which 
| _— have been aſhamed, your parents or 
3 ie or amy * perſon ſhould hear of, or 
doe privy to? . Yes, God ſorgive me, I beat 
w ſiſter; I difobeyed my parents 3 I laughed 
d che church when 1 ſhould have prayed 99 0 
1 7&1 & 3% | J. F 8 * 


faith: what do you believe 1 believeall — 
de believed. Why do you believe all this bes. 
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J. For all theſe things, and other faults, L hoſe 
we are very ſorry + Though I truſt, that by 
ngular mercy and grace of God, and the hap» = 
ineſs of having been virruoully educated, you 
avg never forfeited baptiſmal innocence entire- 
ly, by commirtihg a'deliberate mortal n? I 
will not' fatigue you” with any more enquiries 
at preſent : you are io well: inſtructed not to 
know that the moſt diMcult parts of the Sacfa-. 
ment of Penance, are yet to be performed te 
wit, contrition and ſatisfaction. Oo now, pray 
to God for grace to acquit yourſelf well I. 
lore the mediation of the B. V. Mother K 


, of r 
eourt Heseen —] all be glad to ſee yo t- 
morrow morning. * 001 * ei A ene, 


r . . 


"os My good little boy, you know What ĩt ia, 20. 
ieve in God, to hope in him, and to love U,]! 
have becn often taught to make acts 3 
ith, hope and charity; hade you not? -er 
and acts of contrition alſo, or ſortomw for having 
finned ;—yes, Sir. — Tell me then, what's your 


God has revealed, and the church 


cauſe God is wildom and truth itſelf; and theres 
fore cannot deceive, nor be deceived; and hag pro- 


miſed to teach the church all truth to theendof 

the world. Do you believe a Trisity id M, 

or that in the one only God, there ave e 
dorable perſons.— Tes, Sir.-Do ven mee 

j 141 & E 4 | . N that 


| dere rg r 6x 1 
neſs, I..ftole ſome apples and * — 


Pr 1 do net remember any 
Did you never treſpaſs 


2 


pw Pow | 


which you may have heard 
and diſorderly, play-fellows ? 


Ys 


e ſay. our morrüng 


prayers. 
't vou, now and then, — yourſelf 


Wy ar lazineſs before you.riſe.; or perhaps 
in ſome improper, unſeemly actions 


am celled. . Don't you 


every where: I learm this in my very tuft 


— e in bed, or elſewhere, taken 


Actions ot touches, which ybu knew, or thought 
to de unbecoming the ſight of God and his an- 


geld, . Noe, 1 hope not. J. Did you net 


would have been aſhamed, your parents or 
friend, or afly perſon ſhould hear of, or 

de privy to? . Yes, God ſorgive me, I beat 
my ſiſter; I diſobeyed my parents; I laughed 


wethe church when L ſhould have prayed . 


2 1 8 J. For 


don't know, Sir. Did you never repeat any 
time, idle, immodeſt words, or expreſſions, 
Hertain looſe 
„ Papa never 
fuſſers us to play with ſtrangers. J. Do you 
Tie diligently in che morning, and dreſs — 

| according as. the + catechifm 
_— . We are not allowed to talk 


wann e ö 
85 tures Am obliged to up as ſoon. as 
| " elievs: hae Ges 
ws, and ſees-all things. 8 8 
Er « Abd have you never, at no time, in 


any liberties, nor allowed yourxſelf or others any 


my dog noe perthit to be done, any thing which 
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finned — yes, Sir, Tell me then, what is 
God has revealed, and the church 
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7. For in dee thiogs; 38d ether ales k hee 
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ngular mercy and grace of God, and te haps 
pow of having been virtuouſly 6ducated; you 
have never forfeited baptiſmal fanbeente entire 
ly, by committing a/deliberate mortal n I 
will not fatigue you” with any mort enquiries 
at preſent: you are to well” inftructed- not to 
know that the moſt diMcult parts of the-Sacra«. 
ment of Penance, are yet to be iperforted;\to 
wit, contrition and fatisfaftion; (Zo now, 
to God for grace to aci 
8 the mediation of the B. V. Mother or 
„of your angel 8 and of the whole 


all be glad to ſee you to- 
Mt a e min 
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le boy, you khow what it eo 
reve in God, to hope in him, and th love hien : 
Eid, ggg IE 
ith, hope and charity; have you nt =; 
Fand acts of contrition alu. {vie Pars | 
> 
be believed. Why do you believeall this be: 
cauſe God is 3 ap + truth itſelf; and theres 
fore eannet deceive, nor be deceived; bas pro- 
miſed to teach the church all truth twtheentof 
the world. Do you believe a Trinity ia Unity; 
or that in the one only God, there ave e 
perlona.— Les, Bin-. Be yen beliovs_. 


faith : what do you believe -L believe all 


- XY 


Ager to anake afterof | 


| | (( 
chat the ad perſon, Chriſt Jeſus, became wan to 


redeem and ſave us. Ves, Sir Does not ſuch 


 a;Redeemer, deſerye our love Ves, we ough 
ta love Him above n we be ſave 


an other way than by the grace of God, . thro? 


Jeius Chriſt No, We cannot. Who created 
- you, ho preſerves you, who beſtows upon you 
every bleſſing you enjay?-—My good God;—and 
hy that I may love agg $6 him, and with 
bim work out my ſalvation.— ln what conſiſts 
ſalvation, or what has God promiſed to thoſe 


Heaven. Do you hope to poſſeſs Heaven ? 


M herefore ?—Becauſe (pd has promiſed We, 


it tome, if K obey and ſerve bim; and what 
God promiſes, he is willing and able to perform. 
EC Oan there be thi z Or can man 
conceive any thing bettet than God ? No, no- 
thing can be imagined greater, nor more excel- 
lent, nor more Worthy of love than God,— 


Mhat are we the better for Go; What advan- 


tages have we received from him f— The better 
tor God We are good for nothing without 
him: we have no good, no bleſſing, but from 
God From God, our creation, preſerva- 
tion and adoption God ſent hit beloved ſon in- 


to the world to die ſor us, and redeem us, that 
 -ſa-wembight 


decome his brethren, and be made 
pattakers-of his infinite merits.—Is not there - 
ſore chis God worthy. of your love, reverence, 
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whp ſerve him faithfully.— I he kingdom of 


Ae les erg 0. Eh/25 356 ho 6g ae 
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BY ; i * 
Jam. —W hat has God prepared for thoſt who - -- 
are not ſorry, or who repent not. truly of their 

ſins ?—The puniſhment. of hell- fire, if they be 
mortal fins And. why }— Why do I delieve 
and ſay fo, becauſe God the eternal truth, as 
revealed it. But why bas God: prepared ſuch ' 
torments?— To do juſtice upon ſinners, and ſhew 
bis hatred againſt ig, Will not even. venial 
_ {ins 3 thoſe lefler fins which are by unthinking | 
chriſtians fo, little dreaded 2 will not even-they 
be puniſhed, and purged. away by fire . Ves, 
Sir, in Purgatory.— Could you bear to burn in 
fire for any time? Could you hold. your fager 
in the flame of a candle for even one minute 
Think then what you will bave to endurg, if 
you repent not ſincerely of your fins , 1 
will repent {—ls God willing to ſorgive unh, 
Moſt certainly, if we ſincerely tepent of 
them, and conſeſs them. Why confeſs. them f 
Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt bas ſo ordained, ** whole 
ſins ye Mall forgive, &c.”—Do, you, hope ſbe 
pardon of youf fins through the merits o Oi? 
Mes, if | do penance for them Do nu think 
that the greateſt penguce that can; be undeg+ 
gone in this life, is equal ta the leaſt puniſhment 
t will be end ured in-Purgatory after death {+ 
believe ni. Axe, yo not therefore very: 
prudent to expoſe yourſelf to the certain dangę 
NES puniſhment, as often. as you. deliberately 
a? ut is it not ſomething worſe than impru- 
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gence on folly, to offend your God yout Father; 
your W — a:God who 
' 282 WEI & leſs 
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a N N * 
A eſeſt Resten to become man, und lay down his 

_ Ii for you: who has not ceaſed to heap upon 
you the greateff Benefits'avd bleffinge; and has 
red for you, an eternal bliſs beyond the 

power of deſcription or imagination! Are you 
Vor thereforey ſorry for having offended ſo good 
"i God?” Make now an act of contrition, m 
dexr child, and pray with me thus: O Kc 
| God, O divine Saviour Jeſus, I grieve from my 
_ + heart, for having ſinned againſt thee, I de 
my fins: I purpoſe not to fin again. O Jeſus, 
give me thy grace; ſtrengthen' this my reſolu- 
R PL 
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eon deubt of your being a good boy. 
Continue to be ſuch, and every body will cot 
mend you, and love vou Hut what is incem- 
rably more worthy your conſideration is, that 
b perſevering in innocence and virtue, God 
himſelf will continue to protect and love you! 
Tis an 5 neu ou have often _ 
iz. that God's eyes are always u 1 
We. then, never my dear child, bn 1 
i — - our life, never forget that God 
de you | Never preſume, never dare to 
commit a wilful ſin in nis ſacred preſenee. The 


A 
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Ss - great God and Lord of Heaven and Earth, who 
| Hates and'abominates fin more than be hates the 


— — H4evil and danin'd* fouls; the 'eyedoF this great 

i — | N | 1 f 

S8 od will de upon you whiciiſgever and wheres 
ern een 


„ 
an, . , ek ad es ied 


not barely defile or blot the bright. grace of bap 

 tiſm in your ſoul, but. you would deſtroy. a 

blot it Suk. From F lovely as an angel, 
I 


r x as ww OO WW = _WET 
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chan loſs nk 
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ture! Ig your baptifes, he thFuſed into'your fou? 


a character or bright ornament, that makes you 
thine in bis fight like am Angel; but whenever 


you become ſo unhappy 4s te commit a delibe- 
Tate wilful fin, you then fully and Nein that . 
bright ornament z you mark jt With a foul blot: 

but if erer you ſhould be (wretched 23 ter 


* 


come guilty of a baſe mortal hn, then you would 


would change as odious as, a hend of Ibl- - 
rit of Hell. God would turn from von with - 
horror, and the Devil, from that moment, . 
would mark you as his own; and it you died 


impenitent, would poſſeſs you for eternity. 


Every day, therefore, of your life, beſeech God. 

with all earneſtneſs, with your whole heart anc 
foul, to preſerve you from that dreadful glonſter, 
mortal Kal Every morning and eyery, nigh 

fail got, as you value ſalvation, and the joys 8 
Heaven, to implore God's protection and gg. 
fence againſt that greateſt of all evils ! Beg wath 


feryour, beg with. tears, if you cans that you may 


— F I 


| paſs gf uf Whole life withour even once se 
ng th 


grace of baptiſm ! V alve. this. as the 

moſt precious of all treaſures ! Make it your 

daily with; your firm reſolve, even _t0 die rather 
"Thus will you imprint ie your 

dul | of (te be you = 4 

gow echo; „„ 


4 
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J. Do.yiou genen ber ay.dear child, ag Wo 


fave been f ſaying en? . You, told me, 


dir, "that 1 mul xke care neyer to forfeit daß 1 
- tiſmal Innocente, by ſinning in the ſight of God. 
And his angels: and that I muſt pray. to God 


* 


ng * . neyer to commſt a mortal 


bk: We mol Aut little boy, w prof fited well 
j by what had been told him. 


We find in hiſtory, (you' | ſametimes 800 


X kiſtory, don't my dear?) . Yes, Sir, buy 


6 1 | the hi rica] Catechilm, and Reeve 
Hitec 0.7. Very well! we read of ; 
gra oo iluſtrious Queen of France, alle 

an 


che, that ſhe uſed often to repeat to her 


os pry ſon Louis, (who was afterwards. 3 mol 
| Holy and renowned King,] ſhe uſed often to. fa 
10 bim, I would 1 263 lee vou now fall dea 
at thy feet, than know that you will live ever to 
commit a mortal fin! Theſe wiſhes of the piou 
mother made ſuch an _imprefſion_ on the 10% 
infant, that be was never known nor. ſuſpected 
t Have been gvily of ſuch fin to his dying day. 
Go.you now, and do the like! go and pray to 
God to fix in your heart an indelible hatred. 1 
horror of mortal fin: beg his grace, that rough - 


| gut yourlife to come, you may on all occaſions 
= and temptations be ready even to die joy 15 
hild, 


rather than ſin mortally. Go, my dear e 
1 perſevere til cons 1 e 


W W 


1 never to forget that God 
97 now recite on an 5 | 
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þ . 1 5 Babes u return. 
"ver a nance, Which 50% way perfor 
without 1 wh your good FAIL are i 
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my morning. and evening prayers 5 part ; 


I owed, for. a few weeks, to ſome detriment 
my. creditor, though I hope it was -ſtnall, 


wh 99658 accidentally heard in company 
for 'th 

CUE, to n ming, 1 Lax pardon of God, Sg 

ped TITS Cod and heave 

ſocex 

ahd 17 e ly good a nd bountifur to” od. 


WES (cu). 


adi you will then be great as Prince. Loniy, and 
with him 'reigp in an eternal kingtom. 


again I ſha "enjain "Toi F 


full vi gour,.. 


99 5 I hope, by the. preſent. ſo 
cart, and NN. future wp ins Ap daily e 
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7 T have coatutned much precious "time in 
Agr: thinking of nothing but how to amu 
myſelf; I bave idled away in thĩs manner, at - 
Jealt, five or fix days! on theſe day 11 gm 


the examen of. LEES and fpiritual reading 
entirely. 124i ifhpated or ſpent, Without, a Ta- 
tional motive, more money than niy patents 
approved M 8 deferred the payment of a de 


omitted gix ing à ſmall fum to the poor, which 
1 uſaall 5 55 them once a month, "| olmltted 
(ow! a : dillike of looſe and 3mmedeſt diſcoutſ, 


reaſons, and whatever 8 7. > 1 | 


to renew. your contr 


ly q ng, ; 


orable i in himſelf; 


ceeding ingly "amiable ond 


{ for Fav 
N you e 2 ar 
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1 be de and oſpired you wich a borror 


of thoſe” vices' mite are ſo general among 


le of your and ſituation in life, Con- | 
* to e Jour _ an inattersble go 


1 4 ſe of loving and ſerving God, and ſavi 
r ſoul, Be aflured, that on this love 55 


rvice depend 


1 be conveyed to your ſoul. 
all be no other than an eaſy talk, which I hope 


6 75 will continue td perform every day of oy | 


but which I limit barely to this one 


rig inclufively. I ſpeak of a Gaily E 2 520 


n of conſcience, the due method of perform- 


_ ing which, 1 In all its ſeveral parts, I doubt not 


ut you are well acquainted with. To revent, 


wever, 2 all doubts about the nature of your 5 


ance, be pleaſed to tell we briefly, in wha 
anner you are accuſtomed to make this Jp 
aminstion. , 1 deg in with a ſhort he 

r act of thatkſpiving, for all the'bleflings E 
Has at any time 2 e beſtowed on wy ng, an 


particular during the 57 paſt, 21 ee 


Wort rayer, I beg of God bis affiltance: 
ce light 0 of his wo g pirit, to diſcover wry 


ciftinatly, without any palllatſons of 
Hy al pies 5 0 


OY 1] 
is. Ins, Rocks that day, in thoupht, word, 
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el * the third: 
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your intereſt, your honour, your | 

| 'Vappineſs through life. Per evere in a regular 
and frequent recourſe ts the Sacraments, the 

_ - "Ippoinfed channels by Which the Joh of God 
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and failure" of duty, perſonal 


jel which 


E which he 
clude the examen by ing what are t 


* efficacy of à mphtly 'examination 
, when performed with 4 25 
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and take'a rigorow Wboudt "of ney ws. 
and relative: 
With reſpect to God, my nejghboivr;” and "i | 


"ſelf ! After this, in he f fourth place, I fa Www 


God moſt earneſtiy, that none of theſe fins und 
miſdemeanours] am now A prized of, nor any 


others which through prejudice _ paſſion lay 


concealed from me, may appear in-judgmenr 
againſt ' me, when it half pleaſe his divine Ma-. 
jeſty to mig, how me at his dread tribunal : to pre- 


. ar * þ utmoſt fervour, 
mercy ahd forgiveneſs. re my unſei N 
wiſh to be trul ſorry for my guilt. 1 1 
the greateſt b. a finner can obtain, a con- 
8 and humble heart: knowing, chat hom 
odious foever my fins may have rendered me 


1 re fight, I may fill be enabled, b = 


ara; f to offer him a ua y. facri- a 
not deſpiſe. Laſtly, Ion» 


means I can employ to prevent a rela 
into the ſame ſins another day: and I t W 
ſelf to guard in particular manner againſt thoſe 
faults which ate moſt prejudicial td me, not 
into which I more frequent and cal fall - 


ſcience is ſo great 
toletable degree of 3 and attention, uy | 
it 


I cannot entertain à doubt of your reaping 
conſiderable improvement, by 'practiling 
the method you mention, though perhaps 4 bet= 


ES 


e As ven 


— 


vice out of your heart, and plant virtue in its 


of the town; of ſome accidental exceſſes at 


f | ts « ſelf with her 7 prayer- 
= 22 ing; of going oft to church; of reading ba. 
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& Pi . 0 ' N 15 po ed \ j 
{cakble og lis great «ily io Ang yen to root 


ſtead you will, I hope, perſevere uniformly i in 
| the; uſe 145 till ue. dying . ou TM” 
» 'W. I cots, ſelf. of. me few irregula- 
, 55 -rities of the fenſes ©. ſome little frailties of 

outh, flowing from high ſpirits and warm 
MO ee of an, Affair of gallantry with a mar- 
6 8 ried Jady ; - of two or three frolics with a * 


e table; "of. ſome few inadvertent -paths and 

e curſes! but I cap't accuſe myſelf of any vices 

© of the heart, ſuch as lying, fraud, envy, ma- 
ws. detraRtion, Sc. I ſometimes rai At re- 

„ Jigion, its tenets, and een not ſo much 
de ont of contempt, as of.,a_defire to teaze an 
n old aunt, Who Is 2h of ain her- 

k morning and even- 


* J Dooks, and Jo fotth. That's all” ir.“ 
I altogether,.a very polite ,confeſ- 
? Tom! No 25 make it by way of amuſement, as 
Four aunt. _ her 715 1 or by .1 
2 of It partly. to obe pleaſe my parents, 
from hoſe „ a8. yet entirely 
emancipated ; and partly to A $a 1 — 
Eater coftom.” I. need not, I 8 

much aſhamed of wy. confeffion: 3 
Voened nothing that does or can affect my — 
er in the, world 1.1 have been guilty of fol-. 


5 Hf 


lie * but ſuch as 


2 
. 
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without devotit affeRtions, and devut exerciſes 


_ contempt, hat are they when rightlyveftimatre 


and I truſt God will pardon me to P- 
phaneneſa, gluttony,” drunkemmeſs, N e "IA 
adultery, aye pleaſures not unbecomungy/aticas — 
no ways diſgraceful to young men d Uberal 
minds, and poliſhed manners'! This an vome 
litteral code of an impious rakey but it i ce. 


tainly far from being worthy to be countenanced . l 


by a Chiiftian ! it would TIES 
Pagan to the bluſh l And do you; really-imagine 


that a youth addicted to the above vices has tair 


retenſions to be efteemed a man of character 


s 


hat he may practiſe them without am imp. 


on 


tation of malice or deceit ? ihat the praier | 


them is conſiſtent with hondur, ' probitys public 
ſpirit, juſtice, truth, and many other good guts 
lities and excellencies of human natute nayy 


with all the true digtity of every*valpable'vie« 


tue? Hut is it poſſible that an neee ee 
found in human nature without religion ? en 
can the character you aſpire to, he Riſed, in 
any ſenſe of the word, religious?» What ie re- 
ligion, but piety to Gd and Wat 157pi 


The morning and evening prayers, and other 
the like duties, of which you ſpeał with munen 


but the genuine effuſions: of a. mind impreſſed 
with juſt ſentiments: of the adorable perfechons 
of the Deity : ſentiments which are eſſentis to 
the heart of wan: and if vor heart wants 
them, howeyer' you may boaſt of ita being n 
from vice, there lis in it an ellntial ac an 


bs 
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: p | 
\ . 
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V morning 
Proath you 
| Alban 
8 


wivial pra 
Little knowledg 
What celes of li 


caſlarily and'whavoidably Jeads me to; 1 endea- 


vaur to model my life by the beſt ſtandarde 
excellence I can meet with, and if it be — 


with the thought that I may fill: te in 
manners and morals the fineſt — gr 
dhe greateſt geniules of the age. 
16 . If you had the ſpir it of a chriſtian, vou 
would live up te che ſtandard of the goſpel, and 
eantent yourſelf with copying the manners and 

y it hold a you | 

C29 ' n h 
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>3 58 m0 boogygreonrg ts 


* and of every vir- 

1 in convivial plea- 

or genteel an. 
ic is no more than what my rank Nag | 


wich a fem blemiſhes, 1 muſt conſole myſelf - 


I muſt Lil} perſiſt | 
haps © 


2 
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r 
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rere eee 


wild career of liſe in Which 


bre 


£48 ta! 
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3 ( 


if you purpoſe to continue in the mad plan and 


The man who lives: without a due 


lawfulleſt 
dearcſt Redeemer 


What are ve 4 

ſenſe of right and ver your ity 
Suki ty, and the reſt of t ſong catalogue 
of your arro virtues, when we ſee you de- 
Sete A dan 


in a heart thus void, the moſt deb 
ments ſhould take place; that you are ſo paſſiom- 
ately fond of women and wine, or that 0 
grouelingly deligbt in the loweſt gratifications 


ſole yourſelf with-a near; r in to 
men of the brighteſt — firſt 


are at preſent 


— will ever bea deſpicable cha» 
In vain you talk of ſentiments and fee 


s your kindeſt Parent, vt 


in upbraiding you as a man of „„ | 


whils you havituo atitude to God your 2 
greateſt Benefactor 3 no: + no reverence, . 
— ng rn to: your trueſt Friend, your 4 


moſt generous 5 
affections of the human heart. No wonder that 


of animal liſe. Thougn — dag to cons 


abilities, the hour of ſorrow and deſpair: wilt: 4 ( 


fail to overtake you. After having dazzled 

a while, and os hee meteor gf eye of 

ſuperficial obſetvers, yo will vaniſh. inte nge 

ann TINY 10 nad 
———ůůů ů ů nner 
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* 


1 have dwelt in imagination upon ud = 


unckiaaneb 4 Wi 
bear the-charadter of _ 


or imaginations 


and evil in the fight 
—_— 
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| Gn iet than actions: * 
fore, d the thoughts admitted and con 
by von, have been the ſins you have . | 
ad WR rhe virtue of chaſtity.” If you haye had 
thoughts of ſinning with a married woman, 
you have committed, (as Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us,) 


\ .  "aduhtery ery in pour heart. The dame is r6-be-ſaid 


amiſit . I do. 


Wies that perſons 5 


of tornication, chambering, wantonneſs; and 
thoſe other ſins mentioned by St. Paul: the 
thought of any of them wilfully- indulged, ins 
_ cludes(themalice'of the Con 
id have; done what St. Paul Ga ne no- 
minetur in vobis | of which perhaps the Roman 
 Orator{peaks; ſunt quzdam flagitia quz honeſte 
non poſſum dicene! Vu chean, it may be, 
the crime hich the poet mentions, et | 
It too often happens 25 
commit, without ame, ſins 


2 oung people 
| they cannot acknowledge but with much 

| — > "wg +Impurityiis ſa groß and debafing a 
with delicacy of ſen- 
timent cannot but bluſh to o themſelves 
guiky of it. The dignity of human nature 
deems in a eee degraded by it, ſo 
-as to be ſunk to a level with that of the fil - 
thieit animals of the creation. The confuſion, _ 
hhawever, arhich naturally attends the manifefta+ - 
tion of this kind of Fire muſt not be ſuffered 
ta aperate to the exeluſion of repentance and 

- amendment, by hindering you from complying 
951 ate mains e's 2 upon which it has 


N to promiſe vou forgiveneſs, "_ 8 
3 * 
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7 
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OTIS. Pons 
_ your guilt. Ingerivous minds are ſehſthie ef a. 
great {ſhame attending every offence; comm ited | 


againſt the majeſty 


On the contrary, knowing! from di imm U 
ty, that there (is a confuſſoh which Wige 
glory, and that ſuch is the conſuſicim of n H 
ble confeſſion, they thereſort embtatg teich 


Teal. V. But mine is o ſoul deed, com. 


paredi to other fins; that the acknowledge 


of it 'muſt be comparatively more painfv! W \ 
F. Would ro God vou may, retains Haine , 
membrance of the ſin to your Tateſt bout ti 


be a means of reſiſting} curry fliturt temptation; 
attrocious affront you've been guilty: of, abfard ; 
cvery othes condideration. | Haw unaceotintablys: 
in effect, have yowdealt with that his ditadunge- 
jeſty, before hom the heaven tremble d You- 
bluſh to tell, enen toi a ſinful: fellow-creature;.: 


what you did not bluſh t do in his IHA 
amgutty , You ul, 


prefence:} in the: facg-of 
are too put be 
have ſhrunk; from the 


not fear the Lord! B made you! vn dee not 
revere the God he wil be your Ines Wagen Ke 
ly-outraged him} Watt 


willy, ybu deliberäte 
can more inſulting; than to vile 8 
as woe rs. t tha ſet ! a vile plea - 


8 


4 
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| 


but they do not on this account tefufch after 
they have finned,) to..own-theinſelves-triminalss; 


, 
- | = 
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At 
| 


: -*. | | : 
a 
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das 


ſure; che loſs-of his divine grace andrfavour; if 
ſented to the temptation : thus poizing, 
Aut were che matter under debate, with God: 
in one ſenle, and the propoſed ſatisfaction in the 
cer, {for int ald anſtances of free choice, this 
ar ——— and judg · 
went place) you ſtood 


; 
mie Yan cant de f 
| = — that, and reqected 
F 


God: declating, in fact, ven was content to 
1 g e all Baars, and bas ien would los the 5 
ear df your Oreator and Redeemerz” than 
| foregs the Miisfasom of finningo This is the 
ent vou have put uponGod this the horrible 
"10 and afromt you have offered him I Let | 


fame ons ß milar nature toithaty 
el bread: moſty i 


of finn, and an the other hdg God's diſplea-* 


8 


— 
ioful. intimacy withinediniea. —é— 
in an "= 


you will de 


chat wi not fail t9 overtake you evenimreſpett 
of your perſon, fortutes honourg healthy amd! 
other worldly conſiderationts 21 ofpedktivof the 
wretchedneſs of a foul enſlaved by dewdiamoarst 
So great will be your love of this ivigey whey 
once accuſtomed to it, chat ;you will bath hat- 
ever may tend to tender it lefedovelipiiipon wilt 
hate all reproef,; and refit all the meant of re- 
covering from UA IE * 
with prayers, facraments;; and: | 
ties in, . 
iteſt enemies / haue fo. much : 
and Ma ase Bebe Daithyoug:ant = 
tell you the truth l and zevery friendlyadmonis - 
tion, evety effort af charity and zeal; ill erb 
only to excite y aur Anger, or prouoke you 


Lou will take all ꝓreraution tu prevenz amy rte 
turn; of» rgaſba or Alarm of: Js yn 2 — 


way diſturb or ſuſpend the onſoymeauibf yournnk: 
happy deluſion. Thus vou will advancg/avith 
naſty ſtrides towards the height af i 
remain at the ſame bios, inſenſible 
progreſs Ln be 
penetrate , according 
of ſcriptuse 3 
and deſtroy every the 
fears faith and 


— nh SI | 


the fatal 


* 


ad} | | 
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= 1 
eee 780 of alt enfe f 3 
ee on citie without for paſt crimes; 

8 e eee donſequences rather 

tan forego the pleaſure of living in your ſins, 
you will cotenodlyrun the hazard and riſk thi | 
miery of Aying In: them: una 04:3 14120 
WE JF. Lara deli vel are th ual die conſe 

4 | quences-ofrindial imeit love; but ho am L 

4 gINg 1 1 
5 ; to medi ſince its natural 20. youth, and dl. | 

n my eredirable t0:ngage init?! p17 147 1999 | 

Ke i You maſt reſglutely flee from all Gager! 

5 emo thy ſteps from che ſtrange woman, 

I and came mot Heat the denr of her houſt, : 
Jer ber hauleris the way to Helle thou goelft 
_< after het as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, and; 

& knoweth not that it ads for his life.“ Ever 

ceccaſiom of ſimning) ougbt ale be 

rFhether -Wilful or = as for. 29 
Hints haue trembled at ther leaſt appearance of 
5 ſuch· danger, which either duty or accident, t 
_ the malic of the infernal ſerpent had engaged 

tem ins; Phey did not wnk it any Want ot 
dcburage even to turn pale at the thaught 6% 
loſing, or even riſking their God and their ſouls? 

| Rwy dreadful far, iis. the vecaſfion, when I 

induftriouſly ſought after]! King David 
did nat ſeck it: nevertheleſs, an alluring object 
| F whichihe met with unawares, to which he had 
_, no; attachment, and: which he ſaw on- 
st diflancy was ſtumbling- block, which 
= He did not ſurmount. What therefore have net 
—_ fear from * — 

' untri 


esse 8 


1 weak, and whaſe you, | 
whoſe abe , ſo ſuſceptible. 5 if not ahead 
7 You, Wa @ 


e 
— Yew: Lithg wht 
are ſtreng {| 


tainted by, bad 
ro and at * antuly.? 

ut what have you. pot to feat, young aan; 
if ever you throw yourſelf into rcationgy; nt 
only moſt s in their Own. natures: 


rendered exquilately-;more- ſo by. ea hag 1 
| Dr 1 


| by bg nenne 


1 of incemperunce im eat · 
ing and drinking 1 im the ia 
reſpect e ark have played ar cards 
mes of hazard; for 

Come would warrant; which e an 

of my negleQing* ro" pay” 

— as alſo, of frequent attempts tocheat 
my antagoniſts z and of ths and curſes, 
and hey and quarrels : f much lob vf time; 
and of the omiſſton of almoſt every duty to God, 


to my neighbour and myſelf. 1 Nr eee | 


the i p and immoratity, © 
— — but Le 
united in friendſhip wh ſome 
acquaintance, chat I cannot 


whenever I am iavited toit e ey A; 
often ſeek it; * e vis TRI, 5 1-401 Mo 4 tte 245 


F. The-cloſ@ union f i 005 
L —— ale diflipa- 


G 


F | 


ſums than my in- 


reer | 


Ls a a 5 


n SE 
ed 'vigourof ſpirits, inſpire them with a con- 
| niglity of ſentiments; in regard of an un- 

0 Ends indulgence of their-paſſions | and this 
thy of andulgenbe they dignify with the- 

. ename of friendſhip, though, in effect, 
Js nothing better than u combination or con- 
pirac Again Netue and mbrality 1 Your on 
Partichnaf conduct, and the general behaviour! | 

of 4 muftitude df young men engaged in ſuch 

Jeagues s %u ure, ſufficiently juſtify che apf 

pellation. An ambition to ſhine in the reſpee- 


7 tive circles of their acquaintances, puſhes them by 


| profuſion which they ſee others, perhaps their; 
ſuperiors in wealth and fortune, give into. 
Hence they are tempted to go beyond 2 
come, and break in upon their eſtates: 
ruin tetnþorabaud eternal (if I may be allowed! 
that moment their property decays rapidly, and 
their morals detline ſtill more ſuddenly the. 
ſpitit of gaming ſeiaes them, and with it mean 
1eſs, fraud, diſhoneſty, take poſſeſſion of their 
minds, To their former habit of 1 | 
| ſquanderingy: is now added, ſo inconſiſtent is 
vice, the oppoſite affection of rapaciouſly graſp- 
inge Atatal diſregard of the calls of juſtice, 
and even of humanity, enſue The induſtrious 
tradeſman and-artificer are deprived of their juſt 
| ques, aridalnjyen;iperbaps, in deſpair, to derive 
a ſupport 'for{themiſclves./and families, from a 
lawleſs — Wt San * | 


— 
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ä | 
leſs widow and orphan are left to pine away in 
ſecret miſery}: Thoke are ſome few of the con- 
ſequences teſulting from the hopeful friendſhips! 
and peculiar intimacies of young: men WW. My 
caſe is, 1 1 not quite ſo deiperatè as yal-re-- 
preſent it: I do not intend to injure , 
my diſburſements very rarely excedtd—— FI 
your own unhappy experience does not make; ' 
you feel ſuch conſequences as yet, they are hee 
out to your obſervation in the frequemt and fla 
grant examples of others. How. many'youths;. 
may we have lamented, who ſhould have been 
the ornaments and were deſigned toſbe, by theit! 
rank and fortune, the ſupport of religions to 
have fallen from the faith of cheirmceſtors; os 
to have diſgraced'it by a ſenſual; irregular und 
reprobate life? How many have been known, 
whoſe, birth! and connections entitled them te 
dwell: with honour and diſtinction in their or 
country, to have led from their cretitors t. 
reign realms, or to have ſunk at home into in- 
ſignificancy and contempt ? If-:you have any 
conſideration left ſor your immortal ſuul any 
regard” for your character as a"Chriftian; may 
even as a man, break off theſe falſe amities; 
from theſe treacherous. combinations ! */Whens 
<* ſinners entice thee, condeſcend thou not look 
not on the wine when it is red; When ie 
3 giveth N colour in the cup; for at ast ie: 
„der-“ Were no other evil t be dreaded 
F 2 be - other” 
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1 A 
6 to induce 2 ras. 
tional Qhriſtian to deſert them ! thoſe numerous 
hours ſpent in ſinſul exceſſes, though perhaps: 

. may have ok hs 1 thoughtleſs memory. 

Rn great book of accounts, 
= will produced * the Almighty an judg- 
ment againſt you, No frivolous plex of inde- 
ee een 
be ton, will excuſe you trom a rig 
| igent employment of the precious 


the 7 7 
| the wick of reaſak, and the will of Gody.demand: 
from you] had you liſtened to theſe loud calls: 
of God and nature, you would not bave wanted 
either inchinatiqh or opportunity to have de- 
clined from: the beginning the importunities of: - 
| your: companions, 10 be prefent at their perni⸗- 
Cious meetings. If their ſociety has not de- 
| ſtrayed: every principle. of faith, and baniſhed 

every ſentiment of religion from your mind, 
you will ſtill have the 8 to declare 
determination of abſenting yourlelf from them 
ia ſuture for ever | This, you are ſenhble; ig a 
neoeſſaty indiſpenſable e ta à recon- 
ciliation with your offended God: and to refuſe 
your aſſent to it; precludes; or at leaſt renders 
futile, every idea ONO ere, 
pentasce. 285 22 | 'D 
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liberty to chooſe for mylelf, I mould be glad to 

have your opinion on the ſubject. . And 3 

am glad, that of your on accord, you alk advice . 

in a matter of ſo much conſequence as the chowe = 

you are about to make. This modeſty and do- 

cility, is à preſage of tout merit, aug a e 

omen of ſucceſs in your f ture determination. 

Young people are often too confident of their 

own abilities, to think they ſtand in need of the” 

counſels of others. Poſitive and preſumptuous 

in their own opinions, they precipitantly engage ' 

in a ſtate of life, without allowing themſelves 

the time, or their friends the liberty, to mark the 
dangers with which it may abound, Hut W 
I commend your wiſdom, in diſtruſting your _ 
own experience in ſo difficult and hazargone's* 

_ taſk as that of making a proper "choice. ore 
walk of life you are to enter. upan. 1do not © 
mean to preſcribe to you the particular ate of - 
life you ought to embrace, nor even to incline 
you to any one ſtate. more than another 5 de:? 
cauſe I do not wiſh to biaſs you in an eee s 
which ſhould be, as 3 obſerve, abs. 
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1s 2 ſolutely and ultimately your -own,., But _-— 15 
Cons are cautions and directions which way be of 
fuſc ſervice,® whatever ſtate you fix upon. "The * 
ders principal rule which I ſhall mention at preſent; 

5 and which I moſt earneſtly recommend te % 


Som 
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above all others is, never te loſe ſight one mn. 
ment during your deliberation, of the great eng 
for which you was created, Vis, the glory of 
God, and the ſalration of your. ſoul! let it there» 
1 F 3 fore, * 


. * 


* 


5 8 
1 fore, be your invariable aim to enter into that 
path of life, in Which you may be beſt able to 
Promote the ichpoxtant deſign tor which life is 
allowed you. The facred Scripture tells you, 
tat the world in which you are about to take 
A Heciſve part, '** Hieth in malignity.“ This 
Malignant world preſcribes 4 you different rule 
o guide you in your choice of a ſtate of life: it 
' propoſes riches, "pleaſures and hongurs, as the 
grand bleſſings of life, vbich ought to be the (ole 


Aim of your future purſuits. Young as you are, 
Four own experience and obſervation may have 


convinced you, at this is its prevailing doc 
trie: as far back as you can recollect of your 


_ Intercourſe'with it, you have been accumftoned 


10 hear in its companies and converſations, this 


|  Goftihe, directly or ioditectly, inculeated-. Do | 


Hot its followers look with envy and admiration 
bn all. theſe who enjoy the above flattering 


warte of Uſſtinion? Aud what de you ſee in 


the world, but à multitude of eager,” buſtlin 


ds joſtling competitors for theſe idea) bleſſings 


No in the determination you wiſh to make, 
you muſt pay no regard to ſuch rules and diree< 
tions. Riches, honours and pleaſures, may 
Very eably hinder, but can hardly ever Promote . 
the accompliſhinent of the great deſign you 
ought to have inceſſantly in view. If you-wiſh - 
to be pious and-virtuous; if you with to be tt 
beppy, do not ſacrifice your future life to th 
worldly idols. Let not your defires be thus 
confined ! ſhew a reliſh for purſuits more noble, 
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Ja his hands along is your ca ee , 
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immortallity. Let wulgar-objets'oeoupy/only | 
vulgar minds. Beg of God to beſtow, What 


are called the good things of this world, upon 


you, or to deprive you of them, as he beſt:pleates, 


fer him to conduct you to it by Whatever means 
he ſees moſt expedient. You know not what 
is good for you,“ in the-future- period of «your | 
life, but God perfectly knows it ag ee 

wiſh faithfully to ſerve” and pleaſe him, ig dhe 


choice you are about to make, you thave/realan, 
to believe, that he will alwa confult it. Before 


the eyes of the Almighty, lies open the futref- 
ſion of all the events which are to fiſꝭ up 
exiſtence; it is in his power ſo.to;arrangezand 
model them; and ſo to adapt one thing ie ans 
ther, as to make every ching co-operate*for 
good to thoſe: who love him. This there, 

18 the chief point to be attended to in your ; 
choice of à ſtate of - life; vie, how yo aß belt 
ſecure therein, the ont thing/neceſlary.”* It 


| you effect this, yau will neither condemn» your 


choice whilſt you live; nor, what igftill Netter, 


| will you repent of it at/the-hour of death” wap | 


— ͤ œArin— 


— — = —ä — — 
M, I recolle& that When I e eee 


ſchool, I delighted in all kind of mischte, pe- 
vided I could be the head or ringlesden in e. 
cuting it. I taught ſeveral boys te pile aud 


ſteals and encouraged them t 


rel and 
op) te 
5 — * + 2 * right 


: 
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icht, I inſtructed of induced ſome; of them to 
{in:againſt the virtue of chaſtity. Now, b have | 
no doybt of having confeſſed theſe ſeveral fins, 
or at leaſt of having mentioned ſome of the cir- 
_ avumitances attending them; but I never, I be- 
Jieve, conſeſſed that I was the occafion of other 
bays finniog/ likewiſr. I ſhould have a ſcruple 
now of cauſing my neighbour to offend God; 
_ . but I ſuppoſe lam excuiable for the fins I cauſed 
when a giddy ſchool boy, eſpecially as I way ac- 
vated more by & love of fun than by malice! 

| 7 Tour ſuppoſition is wrong! You think light- 
y al fins that are in themſelves very great, and 
2 wang ces ſtill more 8 
have been guilty of that kind of fins, which St. 
. de judgment. . The awful 
ene oſ judgment, will-yot take place till after 
" Kaath, at which fatal hour, as ſaith teaches us, 
 avery man ſhall be Judged for the things he has 
dane in the fleſh> the fins: therefore, which fol- 
10% judgment, and conſequently death alſo, is 
© be interpreted; of thpſe which other people 
£ammit after a man is dead, but of the guilt of 
hie he partakes by hayi iven occaſion to 
them whillt be was alive. What dreadful kind 
. of ſins, the guilt of which, and the 
due to them, purſues the unhappy authors of 
them, oven the grave and yet theſe are 
che ſins which you flight, neglect, and eontemn. 
In examining your conſcience formerly, you 
| thought nar of them at all; and even now, you 
e diiſpoſed to paſs them lightly over: hereafte?, 
B F perhaps, 


you? dhe bn jy the ee Wes which 
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itſelf upon your mind for il endleſs ene 


ages. A fin is committed which gives occation 


to the fins of another, and it paſſes, as it were, 


at beſt Big little heeded by 


away unknown, or | 


planted, as I may fay, in the hearts of . 

neighbours, is malthelled, and ſpread into ex- 
tenſiye and complicated guilt 3. and in the hour 
of judgment, it may be, yowlP be confounded 


with an enormous growth of crimes, of which 


you ſeldem or little thought, What an _accu- 
mulation of woe is daily falling, arid bas fallen 
for years on many deceaſed Hereſiarchs, in con- 
ſequence of thoſe errors which they hen 50 any | 
thoſe fins which'they committed, ro 13 | 
ride, and other patfions, when alive? Aſter 
avid had'cotriminted adultery and murder, le 
was aſſured on the part of God, that Wis Ae 
were forgiven ; but it was notified wnto him at 
the "fame time, that whereas he had cauſed 
others to commit fin, and blaſpheme the name 
of God: be therefore, on account of thele fins | 
of others, ſhould mott cerrainly ſuffer the pu 
niſkment then dciivuntced to Mm Har could 1 
the moſt fervent prayers, the fails, the tent, 
the proſtrations, the fackelorh and ales of he 
pertiteft monarch, procure a repeal ot mitige- 
tion of his ſentence: ought you nor then te 
at” the being found guilty of the fins" of 
thers'? 87 — Would prove yourfelf à true and 


you 172 call: — 


Vas 9” 


to account, and examine diligently how and in 
what manner, to what degree and extent you 
axe at any time from your earlieſt youth to 
this day, become acceſſory, or e eee * | 
2 of your en. h 
wo” W.1 belong to a cub, at kg ———_ 1 
often drink to an exceſs ; ſing looſe ſongs; and 
Join in lewd and inflammatory diſcourſes. 1 
prevailed upon my nephew, through my in- 
Auence and authority over him, to become a 


member of the ſame club, whereby he's expoſed | 


to the above fins, and many others, Out of 
deference to me, he is become extravagant in 


His expences ; to ſupply which, I have induced © | 


him to be unfair in his dealing . in buy ing and 
ſelling, and making 9 ic, J. Not con- 
tent with ſinning yourſelf, you have enliſted 

r pupil and en into the devil's ſervice, 
The hey who by authority, by advice, or other 
means, impel their neighbour to ſin againſt 
God, muſt undoubtedly anſwer to God —5 all 
ſuch ſins, whether of injuſtice, theft, impurity, 
ſeduction, intrigue, or any others whatever, 
All ſuch crimes. muſt be ſeyerally — 
ſor : and if you be a ſincere penitent, you will 
not fail to examine carefully, how. often. and 
in what manner, with what aggravating circum- 
ſtances, you have wickedly a ſed the power 
and influence God has given you over your ne. 
_ phev. This doQrine is evident. from ſeveral 
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1 
murder Uriah with his own hands, but he 
* him to be expoſed. to the ſwordrof 


of God, but by his authority. he gelitere dien 


1 


have crucified Jeſus Chriſt, and murdered inne. 


_ neſs he did not know: von bave corrupted, 


diſcourſes, documents, manners, and conyers 
ſations. Thus you are become, repeat i che 


wicked man ſhall die 1176 fins ; but remember 


1 
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50 
I 
t 
1 
's 
35 
d 
os 
1 
3 
"hb 
L 
s 
N 


C 
enemy. Pontius Pilate did not crucify the.Son 


up to the Jews. The tyrant Herod did not a, 
the infants of Bethlem, but he: ordered them 
to be ſlain. You are a Pilate, you are a Herod, 


who by a ſhameful exertion of . your authority, 


cent fouls ! V. I never commanded any; per- 
ſon to ſin! J. Did you not a ie eng * 

by the advice of Caiphas, Jeſus was condemned 

to death. At the inſtigation of Herodiades be 
Baptiſt was bebeaded! You have perpetrated 
ſimilar. horrid crimes, through your wiekeg ad- 
vice and counſel. ! you have perſuaded a youth 
to commit ſeveral fins, ſeveral enormous ins 
juſtices. in his trade, traflic, and negociations: 
you have taught an innocent perſon the wicked, 


ted, and ruined him and others, by. your 


baſe pander, procurer, ; miniſter, and * 
of Satan! and for what, an infinize-number of | 
grievous ſins, paſt and; fature,.you. will. Kage * 
accountable at the tribunal of GO,! 
le is old enough to know his en 

if he be condemned for tranſgreſſing it, he 
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And kemble at what the Scrigtute ads," *. "bis 
EW hal be r of you.” 


kefted to learn my Catkchiſm wh. 
. n n up to manhood, 
am aſhamed to ſeek inſtructions: indeed I al- 
ways ſhunned inſtructions ; I ever difliked to 
attend ſermons, and catechiſtical diſcourſes; 
| _and'to read godly books, and fo forth. 1 have 
| received the Sacraments of Penance, Euchariſt, 


all of them in a very undve manner ; but not 
E o 1 hope n wy n 825 
due e, 
* Moſt certainly it will not: for eve 
-Chriftian is bound in K to know his 
Catechiſm, becauſe it contains thoſe Sine 
which are neceffarily to be voinigherbe' A. F- 
chriſtian, in order to Ln him to act as wy 
_ coliies a follower of Chriſt, {Arne to their 
reſpective capacities, circumſtances, and ſtates 
of life, * And berein no plea of ignorance is ad- 
 wiſſible, unleſs it be that of invincible- igno- - 
No a perſon is faid to be invincibl 
ignorant of a thing, matter, or ſubject, when 
be neither can nor could have helped, being i ig- 
norant of it; that is, he either had not the ca! 
pay or wanted the means and opportunity of 
nowing it. In this cafe, a perſon is in no 
File os not doing what he never knew, nor 
could knew to be his duty: for no man is 
 whileſy he be conſcious do himſelf that he would | 
not 
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not do what he knew he ought to do, ranch 


s what he knew he ought not to do, Bur the 


cafe is quite different when a chriſtian's 1gno- 
rance is vincible ; for this does not exeule, 
nor even extenuate his fins : for in this ſuppo- . 
ſition, be is not bärely ignorant, but he chooſes - 
to be ſo; becauſe he wiltfully wege oe 
meant and opportunities of Enowledge which 


are in his er. Such a Chriſhan, in fa&, 
ſays unto 4 depart from me, for I delue 
not the knowledge of thy ways,” Job-xxiv. 
He reſembles te Jews, among whom, © the 
light came, but they loved dayknels rather than 
light.” He is like the Phayiſees, * who re- 
jene the counſel of God agaialt themſelves,” 
„They would not fee with Theis eyes.” Such 


wilful ignorance bears. no excuſe, He that 


knew not his maſter's will, Age he would 
not Know it, becauſe he the means of 
coming to the knowledge 175 it, deſerves, to, be 
beaten with as many 55 
it, and yet refuſed'to > Ful You come under 
4 deſcri Te. «Fe 38 At --W 
mns you. Tou ned ently agal 

the Se edge f G ale 

through ignorance of the duties and obligations 
nk." to the obſervance of them; but this 
ignorance you. « _ (and therefore was bound 
to) cohquer, "1 
facrileges, for ee due knowledge of the 


preparative :diſp6fitions neceſſary for * facte- 
A 9 and 0 


gg if he had known - 
his church, 


bably have committed 5 
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at preſent ſcreened from a due remorſe of con 
Teience, and ſheltered, as it were, under your 
"Ignorance.; but hereafter, in the day of od's 
bl. ments, when, in the language of Scripture, 
de He ſhall come to ſearch Jeruſalem with a 


1 candle,” thou then ſhalt Rand convicted 


many grievous ſins and tranſgreſpons, and be 


— — * 


condemned to undergo the puniſhment of that 


Ignorance which thou mighteft, and therefore 


- oughteſt to have avoided. - Ceaſe. then to 


contrive frauds againſt thy own ſoul,” Prov. xxr. 


Ceaſe to invent, to pretend excuſes for your. 
ins, which will de of no avail at the trihunal 


of an all · ſeein Jude. The laws of God were 
| | tans; and all chriſtians.are 
obliged to obſerve them, and conſequently to 
attain to a ſufficient knowledge of h 

becauſe you have neglected the means within 


Your power to acquire ſuch knowledge, becauſe 
on have neglected to alk counſel in our 
doubts ; becauſe you have omitted to implore 


= 


the light and afiſtance of God; becauſe you 
have not been ready and willing to act conform- 


ably to the light that has been imparted to 300; 


cauſe this is your caſe, I ſay, you may be aſx 
fured that no ignorance, no inadvertence,. wil 


excule you in the fight of God, from whatever | 


fins e ahd inadvertence has or may 
© The reaſon. is plain ; for your yery ig- 


ates tals 
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cuſe for committing another ſin, you are leſt 
inexcuſable before Gd. 

— P' i 

. 1 ſometimes drink a little more than my 
uſual allowance, ſo as. to be a little, merry or 
elevated, but neyer quite drunk, I hope, 1 
ſometimes curſe and ſwear in ſudden. anger or 
ſurprize, ſo as to diſedify ſome people occahions 
ally; but I never ſwear cooly and deliberate! 
with reflection on what I am ſaying; fo that ! 

may hope I do not fin mortally: however I cans 

not tell: for I do. not know how to. diſtinguiſh 
ween a mortal and a. venial ſin: pray can 
you ſhew me? J., No, I cannot. If n bag 
the fear of God before your eyes, and a wilkto 
abſtain from all things of whole lawfulneſs you 
have any doubt; if you had an upright. and tens 
der conſcience, you would. always keep” free 
from mortal fin, and conſequently —_ not 
need to be ſolicitous about the diſtinction you 

mention. However, as this does not ſcem t 

be your happy caſe, it may poſſibly be of ers, 

vice to you, to know what caſuiſts ſay on the: 
ſubject. According to them, a. ſin is weis | 

three different ways, or on three ſeveral ng, 

counts oo ert . rae Ide £4 7 | 
ift, A ſin is venial ſometimes in its n ge. 
ture and tendency: that is, the importanes of 
its object, ſuljeR, and citcumſtances, endes it, 
if I may be. allowed che expreſſon, imail; and, 
trivial; Fot inſtance ſakes a {mall .deviation; 
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| ration, to which ſome people give the quaint 
name of a white lie, or a lie which does nob 
much repugn to the God of truth; which cauſes 
little or no injury to our neighbour, or ourſelyes, 
duch a lie is filed a venial fin. So likewiſe, a a 
mall excels in eating or drinking, a ſmall in- 
dulgence of the paſſions of anger, of fear, of 
-_ _ melancholy, of diftruft, of diſlike, &c. are cat- - 
led venial ins. Second, A fin is venial when, 
© though the obje&or ſubjeck of it be in icſelf ab- 
ſolutely of conſequence and importance, yet the _ 
manner or degree in which the object is violated _ | 
or treſpaſſed . is fmall and inſignificant, 
Thus, for example's ſake : to injure a neigh- 
bour in his property; to do udneceffary fervile 
work on the Sabbath day, are in themſelves 
matters of great moment and conſequence : but 
to deprive a neighbour, (if he be not extremely 
KY of à halfpenny or penny; to work on a 
Sunday without neceſſity, for a few minutes, 
are deemed venial fine; afthough no one doubts | 
but chat fabbath-breaking and thieving_ art, 
when compleated, mortal ſine, or grievous tranf- 
ſons of the laws of God: Thirdly,” A fin 
is thought venial, which, though the matter of 
ir be momentous,” and of great concern; yer, at 
the time of committimig it, the'greatneſs or grie” 
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__vouſneſs of it, through accident, inadvertence, Foe 
| or ſurprize, is not known of attended to. For 1 
| _ inflance; to cure and f eur ure breathes of the for 
l colimandment, and heinous fins, Neverthe- , 
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and ſwearing ; for until you reſolve mig, 


* at every hour of the day, and often 
the hour, thou cenideſt, thou abeted, thou i 8 
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leſs, + perten abe Mrd in a Gesten ee 
anger and ſurpfine, without thinking or intend» - - 
ing it, vent himſelf in à curſe of imprecations 


| ſuch perſon ought not t be hatily condemmed, | | 


or judged * of a mortal ſin. 

Here, however, an exception moſt be male 
in your regard, if you be a common wearer, 
that is, if you have a habit of chmmitting the 
cauſeleſs, impiqus, and diabolical ſin of curſin ad 


endeavour earneſtly to correct. and aboh 


mean and wicked cuſtom, your 2 pos thr 5 


curſe will be wilful in its Ker 4 or cauſe ; and 


therefore inexcuſable. For what is the plea of _ | 


the prophane ſwearer ? I don't think ont; I'm 
accuſtom's to it; I don't mean any harm? Un. 
— wretch, at ęvery turn, on every . en 


ſulteſt, the ſacred Majeſty of thy God j and then 
ſa yeſt thou, I mean no harm, I don't, think! O 
ana Alle, abandoned linger, what = long 
black catalogue of crimes you'll have to aniwer 
for | the curſe of God, in return for your own _ 
wanton curſes, will fall upon e, und con- 
found and blaſt you in this world, as well as Le 
next, if you do not repent ſincerely of your * 
ſent evil e and dilpoſition. 10885 


V. [ have neglected to 1 my 8 { 
3 and 9 and other immoralities; 


bus 1.6 N upon my 
* admoniſhing 


— _ tt. 
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Wan e tot e ee bee U bk 
commended and flattered my neighbour for ſome 


tTturiſſing qualitias, and upon the whole rather en- 


couraged him in ſins and diſorders, of which 1 
andy him to be guiſty. But I (thought that 
words were 4 and that there was no 
in making a friend of a man who could be 


5 of grat eie tom, over vo ee 


Lou bie emboldened the finner, attered, 
Hick in his fins, and concurred to his crimes: 
Jet you chink no harm in ſo doing ! no doubt 
latte ry is a very pernicious, though little no- 
ticed manner of ſihning! dit a ſnate, or as an 
ancient philo walls it, a net of honey, in 


Which, alas, many fouls are caught, and remain 


entangled captives of Satan !! The ſinner is 
praiied, ſays the Seripture, in the deſires of his 
_ theart,” and the unjuſt man is called bleſſed.“ 
be rich and powerful patron can commit no 
fault which his mean dependent will not excuſe, 


den 1 2 him ſor every action, even 


candalous, and wicked. Fou have not 


| gone vr lengths, !tis;to be ſuppoſed: but to 
promote your on intereſt, you haue deſcended 
to flattery, and inſtead: of hindering the ſins of 
your neighbour, as (if able) in conſcience bound, 
you have rather aſſiſted and encouraged the 


commiſſion of them. In regard of your ſervants, | | 


2 Jou fancy, perhaps, that becauſe you did not 
concur in any active manner to their ſins, you 


* 3 innocent of them No. By Len 6 
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palliate, and juſtify. A cover or pretence is 
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ve ſent alone, by not exetting agaiuſt them the d 
* thority you 'are inyeſted with, you are not wy 
. pouch of a neglect of duty but you become ane 
on? iwerable, by your connivance-and tacit conſent, - 
at for all thoſe ſeveral” fins © which "others" iner 
10 our care and charge have committed. When 
50 St. Stephen was ſtoned to death, Saul, "ſays the _ 
& Bible, „was conſenting to it.“ And by hls 
* 


conſent, he became acceffary to the murder. — A 
1. LS . Ä! 1 
N. laid a conſiderable wager with a gentle- | 
man, that I ſhould ſucceed in am affair r gar 
lantry with a certain lady, within a given time; 
I have carried on the intrigue fo far, and have 
taken ſuch ſteps, that I cannot recede without 
forfeiting my honour irreparably: and Tam 46 
cCircumſtanced, that if I deſiſt I am expoſed 46 
a challenge, and ſure to be ridiculed; infufted, 
and deſpiſed: a treatment which I dread more 
than death itſellilit. INS 
F. What you call an affair of \gallaatry, "ih 
which you pretend that your honour'is at fta; 
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* is, in other words, an affair of impurity, prides 
N and falſehood, ne 9 
ed to be guilty of: ſo that gallantry; viewed in its | 
of proper light, appears odious and ſhamefulors _ | 
d, every candid and uncorrupted mind: it is 4 V 

he ll lation of the laws of God and mam! Ven are | 

3 | afraid of the cenſure and ridicule of a few pros 

0 


| fligate companions; 'and yet fear not tu im 
1 the ſanctity and majeſty-of the Deity! The e 
n- i] vealed will of God, and the diétates of an un. 
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i. 
coming 


Jules and meaſures, you have regarded ſolely 


tie corrupt, maxims of libertines, and their fan- 

1 F preſcriptions! and laws of hondur, you | 
have ingutred real diſgrace and diſhonour: ſor 

babit of mind, à perverſe diſpoſition of will, and 


u have manifeſted, in 


a ſordid, mean, temper of Ipirit. 
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VV. I bave been, in general, diſtracted in all 
blie: 1 have gane 
frequently, during the 


my prayers, private and pu 
and talked, and laughed 
divine Sacrifice of the Maſs. I have ſpent the 


viliting. I have been ſlothful, impatient, vaing 
and proud; very fond and conceited of my own 
perſom'+ I ſeldom read any other books than no- 
vels and romances | IL have been v | 
with my mama for calling me a filly 
girH-——7. You would not have been ſo much 
liſpleaſed, perhaps, with the appe 
had not been conſcious of the juſtneſs of its ap- 


eternity are ever neglected by the thoughtleſs 
and inconſiderate | aithoughtleſs diſpoſition is a 
Principal cauſe of chat deſclation, as the Scrip- 
ture expreſſes it, which reigns in the ſouls of 
men. If this be true of mankind in general, it 


is particularly ſo in regard of youth, and till 


_— 


a 


'K 
1 


10 are the rule and guide of hu! 
eee theſe” are the meaſures of your 
which ew. yon what it is fit and bes | 
to do, and what to leave undone : and 
becauſe, inſtead, of paying attention to theſe - 


greater part of ſeven Sundays in dicffing and 


thooghtlh 


Hation, if you 


plication, The great concerns of God and 


more. 
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cuted, you can then think on che ways and 
means of ſucceſs ;.,you-can.ponder well the dan- 
gers and obſtaeles which lay in your way: what 
1 ſhall hinder yon from thinking in like 
manner on the affairs of ſalvation ; from weigh- 
ing well its impottaneg; from guarding againſt 
its difficulties and impediments? Now in this} | 
gonſiſts meditation; conſequently, if you be 
but willing, ou are 5 able to meditate. 
But the beneficial conſequences. to the affair of 
vation, reſulting from this holy exerciſe: of _ 
the mind, are well known to your ſpiritual ene- 
the Devil ; hg therefore, is never wanting in 
endeavourg to prevent you ſtom availing vo 
ſelf of it ; always ſuggeſting numberleſs pretexts 
to: turn you from the practipe of meditation en- 
tixely. or at leaſt from applying to it in any ef- 
fectual ot uſeful manner. Suffer | npt. yourſelF. 
to be duped by his artiſices! If you value your 
ſoul, fail not every day, by holy meditation, to 
avimate your faith, and rouze your attention to 
the ſublime truths of the goſpel. When once this 
_ regular attention is given to them, you muſſ be - 
obdurate indeed, if you be nat powerfully: A. 
fected therewith, and induced to lay your ſalvas 
tion to heart, and to ſet about in earneſt, a tho- 
rough reformation-of lifſfſGGGee6. 


TEN TT — NTT — * — ABLE 

V. 1 accuſe myſelf of, vanity and idleneſs in + | 

_ Waſting too much time at my toilette l I have 
been too well 7 * with the compliments and 
attentions paid me by a married man ! L have 


7%] permitted 


WI 


- {4 i 455 ) | 
ned kim to ſalute dee en 
_ received preſems from Him! (ng en 
deavoured indirectly to encreuſe his admitation, 
and augment his affectiom for me; but never to 
oo him rdom to hope he Will de able to cd · 
deſigns he may form againſt my 1 
OR wh ok ſpoken very diſadvantageduſſy 
his wife; bave magnified her failings; _— 


her of envy,” jealouſypand — hive: im- 


puted to her à certalti crime of which T'knew 
her to be innocent. I have beeh guilty of che- 
ral e but I ſuppoſe wy nee | 
failing 309477 % Di, UID r 23Fis 
Fa Ti misfortune: Peculiar u Lott ny 
among thoſe who, in the language of Hattery)" ares 
ſtiled bg mdſt amiable part of the creation that 
they are ſubject to mote ſins, and confequently* = 
liable to be more hateful inthe eyes of God, _ | 
the reſt of their fellow creature !Yoling*w 

men are capable of committing alt the 94. 
which through the weakneſs and gorrupthm of 


human nature, are ineident to munk ind in ge- 
neral; and they ate guiſty of imiſdemednours,: 
which by a kind of exelufive- right, { deo de 


appropriated to perſons of theiriſex* and 
tion. Some individuals have been known to- 
have waſted the beſt pate of their lives, at leaſt; 
of their youthful yeary// in mere perſon" atten- 
tions; in heigthening the eee con- 


cealing the blemiſhes of nature, of their faces, 


features and complexious. In choofing,- cm- 
paring, . and clanging: "ag 


wh $547 7 3 4%, 7 


er 


r af dab. whole days are ſucreflively: 
have a pride and, vanity. pe- 
3 ves: their ruling paſſion is 4 
2 224 5 be ſeen : they manifeſt a idi- 
ty, of praiſes. and ten ſhew is great an unwil- 
Ungneſs to he reproned for their miſconduct. 
Thboagh calumny, ſlander and detraction be cons; 
fined to no age, nor ſex ; yet to conſider with 
what pert flippancy of tongues; and petulaney of 


_ Giipglations, ſome young women practiſe theſe, | 


vices: in converſation : hey ſeem. for the time, 
at. leaſt, to have 2 — all to themes; 
| ſelves. The di 


ne gn dctin (ler wich te ah 


ab nne height, N a * car» 
Triage and demeanour 3 by a certain diſcipline, | 
and diplay of addreſs 3 by a ready gement 

al ſeaſons and conjunctures 3 and by numbers: 
les other epnteivanees, they ſeem to mark dhe 
| feience of ſeduction - Jar - their! own At they 
ſometimes affect an innocent and artleſs com- 
portmant, tis perhaps, to {pread their ſnares the: 
more ſecureiy: in like; manner, as {they ſome»: 


times make afeint to cover their boſoms, in or- 


1 Ane eater advantage. . Have 


2 Ny e den.. I blame 
— 8 


ſex: and I wiſn 


to. be ve e 6s de eg my diſcourſe prin- 


cipally, or chen "gat to: ou. Accuſtomed:as' 
you probably and J are, wp" 706 
ve 


ne 


ES gg 


part of young females, 


RES 


rer 
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4 E 
flattery and fulſome compliments, yo1 

may eee 
declamation. IL. have ſpoken. nought- but 


| the honeſt truth ; and if the mannet ot deliver- 


ing it, appear b ps 16 Lean aſſure: you, it . 
uces me ta adapt it. 
among 


87 ill-will, but duty 
Am 10 be diforderly fe- 
males, becauſg Laim to dreſs neatly, dr even. 
nly? Where's the great crime in a young, 
woman's availing herſelf of tha advantages ner, 
ture. has beſtowed upon her 3 
Cu Is ita crime (Sr 
J. Certaingy | it-is ; if W 5 
be criminal ! Remember you are a in 
and with to pleaſe a married, man l 12 2 — 
not to gain his love,, but only.hie eee 
jou e J. Von know: he, ann Marry. 
rn 
r from bonourable; nay, thag they are 
evidently: baſs end impure. of theſe: 
ſentiments, it oaght net to: be, avowed: by you, 
without bluſhing, that you dreſſed eſſed to pleaſe 
him! but, perhaps, che fond . — 
lead you to think there is no harm in d 
for. him, may induce vou to — 
Nd Jay woken yh None at all, Sir“ 
1 meant no harz, and I N — | 
to them that evil-thiph l. J. I you; 
5 leaſt doubt of ſuch, rite mie oy bing ul 51 
* Ih CPL en bens N 
cos: ſe Potius e pln. * . 
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convinced that his intentions are. 
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ready 
raiſed and folteted ks bet hope 
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| Fear(thad the fumes of paſſion riſing in your breaft, 
| _ aretheonlyeauſe of yournot ſeeing a truth, which' 


to un unprejüdieed mind, muſt appear with the 
reateft' evidence, to ſuffer yourſelF- to be ſalut- 
frequently and eagerly, 'by a man who has | 


new un unlawful. paſſion for you, is to concur' 


actually and wilfully to his fin A deluded heart 


may ſeek to Juſtify ſuch permiſſions, by the 


plea'of comttion cuſtom und courteſy ;* but they” 
will ever remain condemned by the laws of God, 


and his goſpel,” You may flatter yourſelf, that 


in the eyes of a corrupt world, your honour is 


ſafe'; but I'll venture to afſert, that in the eyen 

ol all-ſeeing God, your virtue is loft. - You may 
| ons yourſelf-with' the thought of having pre- 

, ed an 0 0 


exteriorly alf attempts inconſiſtent with the cha- 
ructer of à modeſt girl; but if you feared him 


who ſearches the reins, and the heart, you would 
lament an interior difſoliiteneſs'of ideas and con- 


ceffions, repugnant to chaſtity Wh are all 


his preſents to you, but preludes to his future 
ueſt, of your making him certain acknow- 
* for them. J. He is a very generous 


_ difinterefted man! he wants no return. J. Can 


you be ſo far a dupe to his pretended generoſſey, 


as not to ſee that by it, he is making advance to 


try upon what terms you will yield him the re- 
turn he wiſhes !] or can you ſee, and not ſhudder 
with horror at the thought of having, by your 
acceptance of his preſents, A 

expecta- 
_ 


57 


1 99 0 3 


tions, of gia; favoured and-encouraged: the 
EE x 
M. You not r 

— . — 
know the innocence of my on heart; L muſt - 
pity your evil ſuſpicions. . Vou are ageluds + 
ed girl l. You would never attempt to excuſe 
yourſelf, were not blinded by 


Every paſſion itſelf; it brings are, 


ſand pretences to its aid ʒ it borrows many a fais 
colour to hide its deformity. Tit in vain to pre. 
tend to offer you advice, whilſt you remain under 
the dominion and impoſture of your paſſion, a6 
long as you continue ſo — weak, as not 
to be able to diſcover the diſorders of your heart, 


and the depravity of your conduct, it wilb not 
be in your power to rectiſy them. 'The-onhyres . 
ſource left in a caſe ſo deſperate-as/your's, is, t6 


have recourſe to God, and with earneſt prayer, 


deſeech him in his mercy to diſpel the — HY 


of your intellect, and cauſe the dangerous iu. 
ſion ele bY Per * —— 1 vaniſh 
is + 4% i 12:2." 4 RAT 
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ball, and dances? My old — dae 


telling me how rous a thing it is 9 
young woman Bay of dancing;. and 8 + 


ſhe has known, ſeveral young. creatures ruined 
e N n 


Aa A 


> 
FOG 


—— 


| K* 124) N . 
„ a have been qualified with 


| very harſh epithets, by many, whoſe characters 
wi wiſdom and virtue, leave no room to ſuſpect 
their cenſures, are any ways unjuſt or extrava- 


F ue and repeated experience has long ſhewn, 
that they are got. The many misfortunes of 


the young people, of whom your aunt ſpeaks, 
1 . . bat who can 


tell; or number —— —— 
-  .eret unnoticed gullt, contracted on the like oc- 


= 


' nd A opportunity aud impor- 
—5 ene with an innate. propenſity to il- 


therefore, be ſure, that no harm will e 
Will ber virtue be in no danger 7 That vi 
Iſpeak of, whoſe delicacy is ſullied vhoſe ſub - 
ſtance is wounded, whoſe eſſence is deſtroyed. 


a thought, a hint, a glance raph recs Gone 


min climbing a rock from which thoufands' have 


fallen ? Is gba no riſk in dancing on a/pin« 
_ nacle from whence ſo many have tumbled 
headlong? My meaning is, to aſk you, if you 
can frequent theſe kinds of Niverſiogs, and ex- 

poſe yourſelf to all their latent ſnares, without 
any the leaſt apprehenſion of ugh ſame fatal con- 

uences befalling you, which ſo many 
i and ſex l on the like lippery 2 
experienced ? No, raſh young female, deceive 
9 with the arrogant hope * 


7 


ure l Can the moſt N wi | 


n | 
with in thoſe: citeles of folly;-if you reſolve t6 
no other preparation thatythey-did } 1 7 4 
ê—U—ö— —äũtↄ —— ͤ b65. —z—ä—ä— — — 
. 1 have been adviſed by thoſe to whom i owe 
ſome deference, to trouble you with a very un- 
neceſſary. viſit! It is to conſult you upon a mate . 
ter, long ſince determined, and ſully ſettled-. 1 
am to be martied to a man of my own choices 
who, I doubt not, will make me very happy for 
life ! There are certain liberties occaſionally in- 
dulged between us, which would give me ſome 
ſcruple, did I not conſider myſelf (as he tells me 
I am, ) already married in the: light of God. 
7. No temper, perhaps, or diſpoſition of the - 
human mind, is leſs favourable to ſerious ad 
vice, or conſequently, leſs ſuſceptible of relige 
ous improvement than the temper of a young 
female intoxicated with Jove! If this be your _ 
caſe, your viſit, as you obſerve, is rather -unne- 
ceſlary; unleſs I may preſume, that the ardour of 
your inclination, to the man of your choice, ads 
mits of ſome temporary abatement ;z and, that | 
in the interval of theſe cooler moments, you ate 
come to ſhew your regard for the will and plea» 
ſure of your parents and friends. You are too 
well inſtructed in your duty, I dare ſay, to ne 
any detail of arguments to prove, that any con 
tract you may have entered into with your in 
tended huſband, can authorize any ations res 
ſpecting chaſtity, which were not la ful before 
Whew ng F that 


that contract was made. Vou are not ohly 
bound in conſcience to avoid all ſuch actions 
but moreover, if you be apprehenſive that 
your virtue is ſubjected to greater tempta · 
tions, now than heretofore, it is incumbent on 
Fou to flee the occafions of them, by ſhun- 
ning, as much as poſſible, all ſecret interview; 
and, by haſtening the propoſed marriage. Let 
no intemperate ſondneſs betray you into any 
indiſcretion, which may be interpreted in 
prejudice of that delicacy of ſentiment, which 
every modeſt woman would wiſh to maintain 
in her communication with the other ſex. I 
ſpeak not this, with reſerence only to your 
Situs intereſt; but to your temporal advan- 
tage likewiſe. Who knows, but the day will 
come, when he, who je now the fond lover, 


mall prove the chufliſh huſbantl? Tod con? 


ident, tis poſſible, of your perſonal and'othex 
merit; or too credulous, it may be, to his 
youthful proteſtations, you may now imagine, 
that he is abſolutely incapable of finding any 
fault, or of diſcovering even an 1mperfection 
in you; but reſt aſſured, or at leaſt, be afraid 
of this truth, viz. that the time "approaches, 
when things will appear to one, or both of 
you, in a different light from what they are 
| ſeen at preſent! If you be poſitiſe, that the 
man whom you admire, cannot ever alter in 
your eſteem, be not too tenaczous, that the 
girl, whom he wickedly pretends to adore, 
may not hereafter change, ard fink in bubpt 

| OE nion! 
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e no 
nion! Diftruſt therefore, the preſent ardout 


of your imagination, and mitigate; if you dan, 
the eagerneſs of your expectations. 
fancied or real ac _ 


of preſuming,” that | 
compliſhments will enſure his love forever, 


content yourſelf with endeavouring to acquire 


thoſe virtuous diſpoſitions; Which, it they 
ſhall not command, will, however, deſerve his 
laſting affection. Remember at the dame 
time, that if it be of importance do vn, to e- 
cure the love and fidelity of a weak mnartal, 
tis a point of far greater conſequence tg ” 
the favour and approbation of the Almighty! 
Upon this, you may with ſafety rely, Mat it 


will never for ou, but through Jaur-nwn 
fault! It will abide By-yaunot-only whine 


youth and beauty endure, But Will continus te 

your ſupport and protection to a decrepit 
and wrinkled old age! Once more then I En- 
treat you, truſt not too ſtrongly to your pre» 


ſent notions; to futile ideas of the power of 
your charms, and the 
conqueſt. If the man of your choice has any 
pretenſions to ſound ſenſe, he does not bud, 
the happineſs he hopes for, on ſo very weak 


permanency of your 


and tottering a foundation as mere perional 


excellence; a foundation which the firſt a- 


ſault of picion, anger, jealouſy, or any other 
paſſion 5 deſtroy, And wed at all events, 
muſt give way, and fall befote the attacks'of 
— and old age ! e 
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tualifins ; ſuch as fins of pride, enuy, raſh judg- 
ments, hatred, impure» repreſentations, hereſy, 
&c; at leaſt my thoughts have oſten run upon 
ſuch evil objects 3 and. I have been often at a loſs 
to determine, whether, or in what degree I have 


offended Guy lach e r e 


_ _.' | offence againſt the divine Majeſty, To know, 


_ pu 


„The guilt of evil thoughts, terminates in 

4 ſight, - zor in deſire. If you have defired to 
commit the evil or ſin of, you cannot 
well be at a Joſs to determine the nature of your 


whether the pleaſure or delight ariſing from 
mental perceptions or thoughts, was ſinful, you 
mould endeavour to recollect whether it was mo- 
roſe: this is a word adopted by writers of moxa- 
lity to expreſs a deliberate OG entertain- 
ment given to evil thoughts, without any inten- 
tion to put them in execution. Such 
will, are not termed mbroſe,” with a view to ſpe- 
eily any deter minate length of time requiſite to 
conſtitute you guilty, but ſolely to characteriſe 
the negligent, ſlothful moroſe manner in which 
you cmport yourſelf ; when, inſtead of baniſh- 
ing, or even reſiſting ſinful ideas the moment 
they are diſcovered to be ſuch, entertain 
—— calmly with advertence to, and nowledge 
ſyfficient of their-intrinſic malice, and oppoſition 
tte the will of God. The obligation at all times, 
| n upon you, of * Oy 1 * 
| when 


of the 


rid deed of murder! 


Env HOOD nr oODIOTTTIEN. RSS: 
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toben the object is ſinful) ariſes from the dun- 
fer of conſent, to which ſuch _ natural 
eads the human Will. T0 ſuppoſe that fac 
pleaſure may be indulged lawfully, as long as 
the will actually and firmly with-holds conſent, 
ſeems to be, at belt, a ſubtle ſpeculation of a dans. 


gerous tendency i in | practice. 


W In exerciſing t the art of — T rae 
times pleaſe myſelf wich the thought of being 
able, by an adroit thruſt, to ſheath my ſword-in 
the body of 'an antagoniſt: it appears to me 
even that I wiſh for an opportunity of en 


ing ſome ſuch manoeuvre: — I ſuſpect, I 


may have finned, by taking, what I have heard 
called, a'moroſe munter in thinking of the hor- 
Mi is a complacency in 
your fancied ſkill in t of your 

ſword, not an ideal — murdering any 
individual, which r your | min on oy der 
callous nen. y 


** * as * 


of ain women, has 7 excited in me 


ideas of unchaſte pleaſures: 1222 1 


ideas; at leaſt, I acquieſced in them. i 
J. If you dwelt on thoſe i impure repreſenta- 
tions, 2 wilfully and deliberately to pleaſe _ 
yourſelf with the mental - picture, on account of 
is immodeſty ; doubtleſs you have, in this ſup. 
poſition, ſinned grievoully. To be pleaſed with * 
the thought of a fin, taints the mind with. the 
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guilt ob ſaid fin, by carrying or conforming the 


affections to the malice and evil therein contain» 


. thoughts ſpoken of: one of the perſons was a 
22 ned woman, and my relation. J. Since 


experience unfortunately convinces you, that 
the enerciſe of your profeſſion, ſubjects you too 


frequently to ſpiritual ruin, you are bound in 
conſcience to arm yourſelf by prayer and reſlec · 


tion, previouſly to your encountering every ſuch 
you did not 


fatal danger, You are certain, that 
defire to commit any impure action; and that 
your thoughts were confined ſolely. to carnal 


pleaſure in general: hence they were ſinful; 


merely as being luxurious, or oppoſite to the 
virtue of chaſtity in general. Deſires are ſinful, 

in exact proportion, as the actions to which they 
tend, are ſinful: but ſince the thoughts you en- 
tertained, tended to no action, they did not, it 
is hoped, involve you in the guilt of adultery 


and inceſt, though they were, occaſioned by the 


ſight of a married woman, who was your rela- 


tion. Some writers en Ethics, are of-a different 
„ ſhould; 


8 opinion ; and their ſentence, no 
remind you of the goſpel - truth, that chaſtity is 


« a treaſure which. we about in frail veſ- 


{cls 2 that it is a moſt delicate virtue, ver 


= 
» 


ed. Perhaps og examination you will find, that 
you careleſsly threw yourſelf into danger ; if ſo, 
there is more reaſon to judge, that your yirtue * | 


"I. I was ſent for to draw; the piftures of the 
perſons mentioned: from doing which, aroſe the 


1 | 3 | cally 
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eaſily ſullied and deſtroyed : that we ate in pen ; 
petual danger of — 14a Ny into great and = 
enormous ſine, unleſs we ſtand. perpetually upan 
our guard, and ever ready to ſtart with horror, 
from the very ſhadow of. Ware OW - 
from the Fay of a ſerpent.” a 


M len m often allaulted by de. byr temptations IS 
chaſtity; and as they 15 riſe from 
thoughts that art not bad io hy T don't | 
know. how to prevent them: the thouthts 1 
ſpeak of, are not indulged on any ſinful pleaſure 
but only on ſuch actions as matrimony 1 
1 NF 
J. Are, you, married? , I am a ride. | 
, 3 actions are not now allowable; con- 
, the thoughts you mention, are a nat 
— 0 on of the rempter : they tend to excite 
unchaſte pleaſures, forbidden by the law of God: 
and you are as much obliged to refilt and expel 
all ſuch ideas, as you would be, if you never hay 
been married. Remember, that the ſacred * 
tures, and the writings of the Holy Fathers, f 
culcate to widows, a more ſeyere regard for 
Tity, than to other women. To widows, t \ 
preſcribe a ſcrupulous attention to prayer, -T 
tirement, and all religious diſcipline; and ex a 


from them, the greateſt diligence in obſerving a 


Zu, , een W 


N. I have looked at obſcene 1 14 have 74 
ales at women. M — intention. 1 
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Ik you caſt your eyes, or detained them on thoſe 
 "obſcenities with reflection, that they were nn 
fammatory, and productive of diſorder and te- 


_  bellion in the ſenſitive appetite, and, with a deſire 

of or conſent to any impure pleaſure, you have 
no room to doubt of your having offended God 
grievoully, toties quoties. You committed a 


mortal fin likewiſe, every time you looked at a 
woman with the above diſpoſitions, or under the 


. circumſtances juſt related. Whoever, ſays Je- 


ſus Chriſt, looks at a woman, ſo as to luſt after 


her, has already committed adultery in his 
. L have held immodeſt diſcquries : liſtened 
to the lewd ribaldry of others: have read im- 


- © "modeſt books; and have written laſcivious epi- 


grams, notes, letters, &c, J. Tis the inten- 
ion and motive which characterize the actions 
of men. If, with a view to excite and cheriſh 
laſt in yourſelf or others, or if out of a motive 
of carnal delight, you talked obſcenely, attend- 
ed to obſcemities, or peruſed lewd books and 


>, writings, you may be ſure that every ſuch diſ- 


courſe, attention, and peruſal, was a grievous 
violation of Chriſtian purity ! V. I am not 


conſcious of any libidigous diſpoſitions being 


indulged on thoſe occaſions, and therefore hope 
I 2 exculpated from all groſs gulli: I may 


have indeed occafiohally promot d or counte- 


nanced ſome wanton and equivocal expreſſions, 
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{ ſome hints and words xf 8 looſe, or even lewd 
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interpretation ; but without any laſeivicus G8. 
ſign, or ſcandalous view whatever: and ſolely * 


: = 


imply to enliven converſation ; to circulate 
mirth, or raiſe an inoffenſive laugh: and 


doing, I hope, I have done no great" harm, 


. Will your hope avail you at the judgment 
ſeat of the moſt Holy ? is there no Harm in fol- 


tering and tamperi rer propenſities, Which 


n 
every motive of chriſtian prudence and chriftian 


charity call upon you 


ö — 
dreſs, and too great — 


nion of me. N. 1 


your ſituation and rank in life? is it ftricti a 


unexceptionably modeſt > are you folicitous is 
attract an illicit attention, or erimina] 
from the perſons you mention? #7 I dreſs 2 
188 * | 
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to check and controul to 
the utmoſt, in yourſelf and others? I there no 
harm in ft 


1 


r 


> 4 0 . 4 
*. 


ſelf in the fame. ſtile. as. my friends and com 
panions, and others my uſually da: ſomem 
grave folks have told me I ought to cover m 
boſom 1 but I hope there can be no indecene7 
in a faſhion which almoſt every young woman 
- adopts, The geutlemen I { of are men of 
Honour : yet I pretend not tg ſay that their at- 
tention to me is, wholly innocent! all I know e 
Js, that I aim not to encourage any criminal li- 
|, "erties. they may wiſh to take. 7. Lou have 
an indiſputable right to dreſs according to any 
decent mode. in uſe among people of your ſta» 
tion in life; and as your pexſon, thus 
adorned; ſhould prove an unintended. ſnare. to 
the purity 0 others, 2 09.008 ob- 
Iige you to forego your jult ri privile 
d 1 e ok — decent wa ge 
dreſs, though it be common. and faſhionable, is 
what I dare not aſſert: nor will I preſume to 
affirm,. that they who uſe it are free from the 
guilt of mortal ſin, unleſs. they be conſcious 
that chriſtian charity does not oblige them to 
forbear a faſhionable nudity, which is in its own 
nature a trial and ſnare to the purity of thoſe 
who behold it, and conſequently endangers their 


— — ———— ———— 

VV. I have indulged myſelf in certain famili- 
drities with women: I have ſaluted them, and if 
nt the ſame time extolled their perſons, fe: 
tures, complections, &c. but I had no evil mean» 1 
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F. If byt onde; and li MI 
tue of ae may be caſily, yet grievoully 
vivlated, how Ae more 37 will it de des- 
ſtroyed by ſenſible external actions aſk your - 
own heart, and conſider whether it be'probable 
that you could embrace and ſalute women, with 
lively ſenſations and declarations of the power 
of their charms, &c. and ſtill mean no evit! © 
nothing more than an innocent joke of. amuſe- 
ment. All embraces. are ſinful Which have no 
ſome laudable or innocent motive to excuſe and 
authoriſe them! when indulged out of wanton- 

neſs, and to communicate or | partake of ſenſual 
pleaſure, they are then in their nature and ten- 
dency, impure and laſcivious actions, diverii- 
fied in their guilt and criminality according to 
| the various qualities and conditions of the per- 
1 fons by whom are. conſented: to. If the 
f parties be both . the guilt of ſuch immo 
deſt kiſſes is of the ſame kind as is fornication * 
i both or either of them be married, the crime 
partakes of the nature of adultery. The reafory 
whereof is this: ſuch immodeſties tend ta, and 
are the inſtruments and means of ſornication 
and adultery: and all means adopted to accom” / 
pliſh an end, are neceſſarily of the ſame moral 
depravity as is the end ee 
Net N 


7 
9 
14 


n- 
ne 
7 
wy 
n 
of 
© 
* 


5 
Q 1 


* 188 


* 


_— —— — r 3 W 1 PE 


(11236 } +. 
1 a notion that the dit. 


and drinking, 


9 8 cipline and ordinance of the church in this mat. 


rity ? 


ter, is unreaſonable and uſeleſs, What enters 
by the mouth does not defile the man: and trus 
9 conſiſts not in faſting from meat, but 
from fin : hence moſt people of 
3 and a liberal turn of mind, flight the ce- 
remon eee ee, no genrceel table - 
o you mean to acknowledge that you 


"knw violated the precepts of the py Park or 


Den ICY: emen an. 


, I mean to cht 1 have difobeyed: ond 
that I have ſome doubt whether my conduct has 
been warrantable in ſo doing. 0 If you have 
no other warrant than the N | 
of what you call people of taſte, you muſt na- 
turally have ſome doubt. Many people now-a - 
days, of ſuppoſed taſte and — ſpeak with 
ie not only of the precept of faſting; but 


of the belief of the Trinity and Unity of the - 


Godhead ; of the Divinity and Incarnation of 
Jeſus. Chriſt; and of — other fundamental 


articles of the Chriſtian religion] True repen- 


tance conſiſts in an inward ſotrow for paſt ſins, 
and an effeQtual reſolution to avoid them for the 
time to come: and will you deny that this in- 
ward forrow may be lawfully and laudably ex. 
. eee does nat nature ſeem to ſug- 

e propet means to declare ſorrow 
2 grief 2 it is all nations have ever uſed 
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At- ever praftifed by che people of God-uridet\che =- 

* Old chament ind under eh Now." Nor was 

ers the practice peculiar: to common to 

"Ow the whole world. I ſuſpect, therefore, it id not 

"oe the unlawfulneſs. or unrefſonableneſs of faſting 

of gives you ſo much uncafineſs,” as the difficulty 

* of complying with its concomitant obligations. 
P You have a diſlike, perhaps, of ' denying» your - 

os appetite 3 of puniſhing yourſelf z of 7 

or 

o- 

nd 

As 

ve 

ce 

2— 
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yourſelf before God and man of mein. a 
mourning for your ſins. To faſt is dd make ex- 
teriorly a profeſſion of being ſorry for having ob 
fended God, and to _ 3 at ſeuſt, 

a willingneſs to compenſate in N 
by a ſalutary teſtraint and puniſhment 


3 offences: I induce von to lay aide 
N cuſtoms and . improper and 
incompetent. to a perſon who makes ſuch pro- 
h F fcflions and declarstions 3 could I perinage you 
bs... * to break off, or to interrupt all uſeleſs viſits and 
WM: entertainments at home or abroad, as quite um- 
f ſeaſonable, nay utterly inconſiſtent on a day of 
at faſting and penance gc women _ routs, - 
8 ublic aſſemblies and diverſions, pleaſur- 
* 2 P inimical : 
e 
- 
1 


able combinations whatever, as totally 

to the deſigns and buſineſs of ſuch days 

could I ineline you to- regulate vort, or 
Io ccupations, ſo as to allow due time for eligi- 
Y ous duties, ſuch as, pious reading, "irequent 
prayer, and a proper examination ot 


conſcience; 


„see Deuteron. Levit, Pfal. Dan. Luke, Acts, x Cor. 
a2 ‚ M.. eee 


1229 1 | \ 


could 


N 


der Who 
_ ity in their methods of pefforming it: ſome 
wich a minute nicety meaſure out à few drops 


| | evening 
I ſee others; with a leſs reſerve, take chocolate 
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could I move you to be liberal in giving alms to 
the poor; and to be diligent in employing all 


opportunities, according to your abilities and 


Eircuraſtances, in relieving both the temporal 
und ſpiritual wants of your indigent neigbbours: 
ir Sir, prevail upon you to enter into the 
Aiſpoſitions here mentioned; and to adopt the 


manner and ſpirit of faſting, here recommended, 


vou would never more affert, that the ordinance 
of God and his church was unreaſonable and 
-uſeleſs. V. Suppoſe I were convinced of the 


obligation of faſting, I ſhould not know in what 


manner I oughtito comply with it | among the 


practiſe this duty, I ſee a great divers 


of milk to their morning tea, and weigh their 
collations with à ſcrupulous exactneſs. 


and toaſted bread in the morning, and at night 


UN _ themſelves a ſeemingly tolerable good meal 


ele, ſweet meats, ſallads, fruits, tarts, &c. &. 
From the earlieſt times, even from the 
very days of the Apoſtles, a diverſity of manner 
has been noticed in tho faſts of the church. St. 
:-Irenzus, who was acquainted and converſed 
with thoſe who had ſeen St. John, and the other 
Apoſtles, mentions à variety obtaining among 
the faithful, in chis point. Socrates the hiſto- 


_ ian, ſhewus this to be owing to the various cul- 


toms of different places or dioceſes; as well as 
to the devotion of Teveral of the primitive chriſ- 
e's | | tians, 


{9 ) 
tians, who, though they all united in a ſolemn 
and religious faſt, yet differed in the mannes of 
| ing it. On ſome days, they who were very 
ſtrict, would taſte nothing but bread and waters 
and dried nuts, almonds, and ſuch like fruits, 
with falt. At other times, ſome abſtained ogy 
from fleſh-meat and wine: and ſome, { parties 
larly in the Greek church) forbore all aſh he- 
wiſe, as well as fleſh. Some contented them- 
ſelves. with and fruit; others abſtained 
from both. But amidſt this variety "they all 
agreed in endeavouring to practiſe mortification, 
and preſerve the true ſpitit of a faſt, ' Imitate 
them, Sir, in this eſſential a article, and 
there will be little dangeriof your diſobeying the 
church, although yoo ſhould ſwerve the 
ſtrict letter of het law. If you have a doubt Gf 
being able to faſt; conſult a phyftcian, or e 
diſcreet medical perſon, who will think himſelf - 
bound in honour and conſcience to give a can,, 
opinion of you ability to comply wih the duty 
of faſting and abſtaining in the manner:;eſtabliſh» 
ed in this country. But whether ydu be judged 
to ſtand in need of a diſpenſation or not, as to 


the number and quality of your meals; emen. 


ber there are other eſſential conditions of a truly 
religious faſt, which no diſpenſation can ſupex- 
ſede. Whatever, therefore, may be your bodi- 
ly infirmities, or the allowances in conſt 

ö mo of them, never Joſe ſight of this'truth, 
viz. that every'fat-day enjoined. by the church 
of God, is a day of penance for all Chriſtiansz; 
4 | | conſequently, | 
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0 
eonſequently, you ought on every ſuch day to 
2 dg penance; and d keep, as 8 
Paul echorts, your body in ſubje z you 
ought to * yourſelf before ( e a 
ſenſe of your fins, and the miſery ts which they 
expoſe you; and thereby excite yourſelf to de- 
ptecate aun r, and ſupplicate for his 
_ and favour. The ee in her liturgy, ſhews 
that you ſhould aim, on faſt-days, to revenge 
on yourſelf the abuſe of the good things of this 
bags which God created for your en 

of which you made e unworthy, 
3 your try wat Vitia —— 
That you pace on theſe da 
mind to the contemplation af the and 
riches,” and happineſs, which who 
God here, ſhall poſſeſs in heaven hereafter; and 
thus to bring yourſelf to 'overivok and deſpiſs 
the enjoyments of the earth. | Mentem elevat. 
In all your-faſts, follow the advice of Scripture, : 
by joining with them prayers and alm- deeds: be 
fervent” in prayer, be charitable to the poor: 
reflect that the inconveniences you find in faſt- 
ing a ſew days or weeks, do not perhaps equal 
the hardſhips they endure nn _ hoy. 
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- W. Tam not about to enter into a derail: of 
I the many Ang 1 have been guilty of : my only 
1 wiſh at preſent is to receive information how: 
I muſt proceed, in order to break through, and 
jt Pu en accurſed habit of vice I coutracted 
1 . 


l 


3474. 


2 
8A 


E&] 


4981 


by 4 ** T = 5 
9 Ne Fo o 
\ 2 uh 


* 


( 


in my youth. Lam ſenſible of the * 
danger to which the baſe gratifications” of this 
1 continually expoſe me: ind 1 feel che d. 
mages which my fortune, my health,” my p- 
tation, have already — Iam at ws. 
determined to try "to emancipate' myſelf” from 
the ſlavery under which T groan bother motives, 
I hope, of a better 25 and higher import; 
have concurred to this my determination. I am 
convinced that the true end of liſe does 


not conſilt in the gratifications of luft or an 


unreſtrained indulgence of brut plealores; 1 
know that the favour and proteckien 5 * 
de and the practice of virtus, muſt form the 

ppinefs of à rational being endowed with an 
"aro ſoul.” This, Sir; is the cowiction of 


my underſtanding; but ſuch is the perverſey-of 


my > i that Ido not know I am üble to fol 
low” the reaſon and underſtanding which wis 
given me for a guide and vue of my coe 
my paſſions ars become” tod firs y red 
ſon: I have indulged the former eng and! fo 
often, in deſpite of the remoniſtrunces of the lats 
ter, that this latter has umoſt entirely lot i 
influence. 651411 95t leeren vt ; 
J. Sueh/is'the effect and e pee de 
4iches and * * paſſions 
bave revolted and” rehelled -aga 1 F afid 
from being (as originally d "x, 9 inſtru- 
ments of v are become of your 
ſoul. Impurity is your 1 : you ue 
* ** carnk} oa 


ſures, with a blind and moſt dangerous impetu- 
_ olity.+You-are;aſhamed of this impetuous luſt, 
becauſe, by yielding to it, you are;conſcious of | 
having degraded reaſon, debaſed the nobleſt ſa - 


culty of man, and forfeited the high hopes and 


are convicted of having placed your happineſs + 
in ſenſations and feelings common to 
and of having thus reduced your and their fe- 
F licity to the ſame level, Stimulated by theſe 
conſiderations, but chifley aided. by the grace 
of- God, you have reſolved to liften calmly 0 
the voice of conſcience, long reminding you of 
| the ſad enthraldom to an odious, vice; and you 
have prepared to obey its dictates without fur: 
ther heſitation. The grand difficulty will- be to 
fix and ſecure this your reſolution ſo as that the 
retutning violence of temptation may not ſhake 
it, and you come to be again ſeduced by the 
infatuation of paſſion. «will, inevitably 
be your n in re- 
fiſting temptations -eafly, as ſoon as ever they 
are perceived to riſe l never indulge in-any fa · 
miliarities with, the ſex under pretence of their 
being innocent ! remember the truth I now, tell 
vou, chat if on ſuch occaſions you allow your- 
r 
by, point you will intallibiy 
be hurried; -- Such liberties introduce paſſion 
into the heart at firſt, as the gentle and innocent 
ions of friendſhip or charity; but ſoon the 


imagination inn 
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tu⸗ diſguiſes and virtue is enſnared and deftroyedo © 
wa But the beſt and ſecureſt method vou can gake 


1 f 


of to conquer che vice you are ſubje& to, in 6 la., 
fa | bour carneſtly'to; ire a habit ot ſelf · denial 
and and mortification. This is no'more than e 
you - every Chriſtian is. indiſpenkblyjobliged to aim 
neſs - at. No vice ean be ſubdued, no virtue Can Us 


ts; attained, without mortiſication. If this he true 
fe- in reſpe& of every chriſtian, and of all virtues  _ 
heſe and vices in general, it is more pecukarly Toganr 
| your regard and wich relation to de Mee . 
impurity, and of the virtue to hich it , 1956006 
poſed. Be not diſheartened ; therefore,” t n 
mention of the habit of mortiſeation, Which, 
however harſh the ſound, is common to al ,h 
ſubmit to the yoke of Chriſt, to all-whoideſerve- 
the name of Chriſtians. Do not tO 8 
— 5 have heated come 
mended in the lives of eminent, ſaints ; of that 
I ſpeak of tual, uninterrupted auſterities : 
or an univerſal renunciation of the inno- 
cent enjoyments/ and .comforts of life. »iÞ-ipeal 
of that degree of mortificationto which; as 
obſerved, all chriſtians. muſt attainz« ſince 
are obliged to ahſtain from certain es,, 
and to ſubmit to certain ſuſferings rathær th 
offend God, who requires this àbſtinence un, 
ſubmiſſion from them. Now to acqufe mes 
common and eſſential degree of this virtue, or: 
that abſtinence from forbidden pleaſures, and ac» 
quieſcence in ſufferings appointed, here . 
. | .. Bog 
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ſtrengthen your conſtancy in reſiſting 
enen e, wr 


. 1 
[nit accuſtom vourſelf to 
ſures hich are not forbidden, and to 
s which might be avoided, 
that is, . you-muit . oftentimes. abridge your en- 
Joyanent of things that are innocent, fo as, in the 
mide of fuch cnjoyments, to man r mo- 
daration, abſtemiouſneſs, and — 
By thus acting with in theſe daily 


of, you 


embrace 


cls und ocean, vou will gradually gain a 


ta hold, as it ee 


over your, at preſent, predo- 
y thus accuſtoming — 
ins over ut 
cool. hours, you will be able to — 
maſtery over itꝰ when temptation agitates 
mind! Ide fatal ſuc! 
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and inſlames your 


ceſa, or rather, the bit} iſſue of ſuch temptations 


Cauſes me to dread the return of them, and al- 
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aid which is promiſed to mon of good 


Wil 1 


daubt: not but the Father of Mercies wilt 
the aſs: 
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J. Tis thus 
you to blame fit 
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» the thougheleſs 
5 deceitful ſmiles of 
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| pleaſure, 5 


and enjoyment of this objeRt; (though 


F the ubſende of glaring | 
5 dem, ns -unawakened/by Seerfb, dds ras 
drawn on from one gratiſcation to canher, 
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through the groſs 
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pleafurs, and derming all ht pleaſure innocent 


which a patent not baty permitted, but 


to her: it ſoon became” the ſole object of her 
Winde and het cares by a repemeil ſearch after, 


I tharmlefs,) Ne dh ans 
rupted: and her paffions gaided ſtrength, w 
Wis fa it ſeemingly juſtified: 


from one ſmall lieence to a greater: tiltat length 


ſhe fell ſuddenly from impaired ãnnocence ta 
determined 


ilt. 1 e Miss d dus, 
. And I muſt lament ber fall, during the 
wretched remainder of my life .J. Who but 
muſt lament a child thus cheated of ber virtue 


| thus rübbed of her innocence, 'the:moſt precious 
rreaſute Heaven can beſtow?. thus deſpoiled of 
the moſt beauteous ornaments with which hu - 


man nature can be adorned ? deſpoiled, Lay, 
fault of her own ſatally fond, 
and 4mpfovidently wiſe, mother, at the very 
time ſhe pretended to eonduẽt her into the wide 


world with ſafety, and to teach her how to act 
her part in life with becoming dignity·— 


Were is the harm in aiming to teach 


my child ſurh leſſons ? ds not inſult my miſery 
. Where 5 your pru- 

dence, and your forefight, i | 
_ couraging in your child a love of plealures, 


ty in foſtering and en. 


which it ſhould. have been your unremitted en- 
deavour to moderate and reſtrain ? What Were 
| £4 pour 


8 4: 
© *. . 


a 


our leſſons, what, dig they. teach her } but to * 
ye 1 AL in the oſtentation 


of her perſon? to ſhine at the ball, toglead. the 
faſhion, or give che ton? Ldo not derigs err 

ief, neither can I commend it! you grieve 2 y- 
Fans your daughter has brought. infamy upon 
herſelf, and reflected diſhonour upon you, y the 
commiſſion of one of theſe crimes Which the 
world never pardons in the ſex. Whereas your 
principal concern and trouble ſhould be, for the 
guilt ſhe bas contracted in the fight of God, 
and the ſhare yourſelf may havg Rad in i 
bs minality of conduct, which, for ought you know, = 
* may prove as unpardonable in the, world to 

IN maniacs... 
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f I am unfortunately moleſted with a gr eat 


number. of evil thoughts : of envy, of pride. Of © 
uncharitable, Ad judgments; of dence - - 
and dejection z of exceſſixe care, and 2 70 

and above all, of looſe. and unchake Pen es 

1 am ſeldom free from ſome: or other. of ee 
thoughts.:. they Ker me at my verx Prayers, 
and in the, midfk o my.ordigary Feige goat. { | 
home and abroad; in company and. Nene! But 
what gives ;me;, molt concern is, that I know 
not, many times, whether, or. bow. tar, have + 
conſented to them, e 4 1 
or in et degree, 1, hays, e Las yog- | 
WR give me 4 7V'90 17 enable meito ee 
my judgment on theſe ocgaſſons. % . 
— 8 2 250995 Mar 
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0 * * preteribe, "us f critetion #6 
or the 1 Or gor 8 * 
tion rot the tree erefit 1 1 pe 


tation, pointed t. James, 28 15 
1 it, ſuggeſtion, 400 , Larter 
1 thoaght thay be. fugg a 6 G 
our' qua rite, 


or cet mom 
„hat your uo tagged 
Hons of che tempter, (and on that geecunt 
Vande) wen you yourſelr- have '\bccafionell 


; m, and made them volun — th their origin, 
| dhe your attention t6wards fuch 1 
Aewing fact paſſions, or ee i 
cohivetfarion or company as you * r. give 
a poſitive determination to ſuch e 
d e When 5 are ee involithtaty'; 
hes 11 impfeſſed upon your mind ine vi- 
| eward objects; 7 Wike they Kurt a, 
2 8 of themſelves, without your bein 3 
Able ich trace from whence they come; 
they break in upon your moft * moments, 
and difturb you, as you mention, in your pray- 


e EO RIES 
tion 


5 1 11 | FW 
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tion ſcams collected and Gra: Ms in doch ue 


4 only, your vain and evil fancies we r 
are uticriy um wage to you. * 
5.5 to the -delight er pleaſure” whithi finful 


0 0 0 carry with them, if the mipd be — | 


their reception, you remain” free 

hey but if the thoughts be dwelt open 
10 0 becomes active in ſo doing, and you ceale 

* 25 "Thus 3 train of wicked thoughts 
may, be pt d, or may de introduced igto gur 

mind by. 185 devil, Ja hence may be be fall © 

belong do him ; yet. if you indulge them with 
deliberations they become your own 7 for'th 


th were intruded upon you at firſt bende x 
and unwithed for, but * the preſent Tu ppoſi- 5 


don)! you. wake them Kindly we come, a2 en- 
tertain & 184 freely, and therefgre you” are as 
uy to blame, as. If rou had wilfully ſought 


1 and invited them. In regard 'of the delibe- 
te, full conſent, which, -as obſerved before 


8 tes the perfection or conſummatjon 


ſin z i W to admit of little, or no EY 


or ambiguity.— . I know not how it 
but 1 find a great difficulty on many occaſions, 
of determining whether I have given deliberate 
full conſent to the ſinful thoughts, e 
infeſted my mind, 1 have many times u 


myſelf, if T may ſay 16, of found mf dure | 
in intenſe thoughts on objeRs. and aftions"evis | _ 


dently finful, and I have f doubted whether 


my will had not approves of, and conſented to 
thoſe actions, which had been repreſented and 
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ide human w 


| Weine without immediate .conv 
morie 


» * 


q a 


1 
— 


8 (va; 


i Codeine tut d ins welt 
appeared to it jn a molt agtecable and dcfireable 


light; and, yet upon full recolle&tion, | ſeemed 
to: have d ſincere averſion to thoſe ve actions. 
7. On ſuch occaſions, you would well to 


S 


bar yourſelf.jn the fight of God, acknow- 


ing * man's proneneſs to evil from his 3 
lamenting the eaſe and proclivity with which 

ff ſlides into conſent to wickedneſs,” 
J hope, nevertheleſs, that you did not offend. 


oY 


grievouſly whenever the vain and.evil fancies you 
omplain of, laid faſt hold of you ; conſequent 
„that yau may regard them, as marks indeed 
of our Failty, 45 not ag proofs of your guilt; 


| 4nd bewail them as your misfertunes, _ rather 
than as your crimes, Conse therefore, that 


your good God, who compaiſionates human 
weakneſs. will not be rigorous in judging ſuck 
unwilful- errors, and wandetings of your mind. 
But, Sir, ma! 12 ſuppoſe, that many 
chriſtians offend 8 Q . grlerouſly, by ſioful 
ion and re- 
- and, in a manner, .. without being at all 


/-  fenfible of their milery.z and why, way I nat 


- 


apprehend that this is my caſe, in puniſhment, 
perhaps, of my ſupine negligence, my unguarded 
1magination, my relaxed attention to rhe divine 


_ | preſence, and my groſs negligence of many other 


ſpiritual duties ? J. I have no doubt but very 
many chriſtians Jabovr under. the fatal inſenſibi- 


lity you mention. heir conſciences are defiled 


win a great number. of criminal thoughts and 


vicious ſuggeſtions, which pals to and fro in their 


minds, 


1 
x 
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know, that no duty is more neceflary 
diſpenſable for à chriſtian; that nd leon is 


Wis "4 


Sie e indulgence. Many 


idle fancies zi many proud, envious, mali 


_ wiſhes; many uncharitable ſuſpieions, and cen- 


ſures ; many looſe and unchaſte/defirevflow un- 


obſerved in the ſilent current of thoughts ! And 


would they but crave divine light and uſfiftancs, 


and ſet about examining their conſciencegasthey = 


ought, they would find concealed in the dark 


receſſes of their breaſts, à vat ſtore of iniquity”; 
ue of crimes mentalh devited; 


a large caral 
a long ſeries of paſſions ideally gratified! They 
remain! accountable to God, for "all theſe ſins, 
alth 


from their eyes; and have little or nb 
of them. But they ate bound tb 
and in- 


more frequentiy, and ſtricti inculcated by the 
great Judge of all their thoughts, words. and 
works, than conſtant care and watchfulneſs, 
and unremittedifervent prayer,” not to be ſur- 
prized into conſent to evil thoughts: and temp- 


ough, perhaps, at preſent, « theyare hidden 


tations, Nevertheleſs hom continually doithe 


chriſtians above binted-at, det looſe their 
nations, and throw open their minds to van 
and folly How are proſtituted, day after 


day, to ſueceſſive ſcenes of difipation'? Ho 


are they alienated, from morning till night re,Ʒu 
all religious concerns ?' What wonder, if wicked 


thoughts enter promiſcuouſly into ſuch mind, 
and take poſſeſſion alternately N Their affected 


þ nr or Fer of their guilt; i no 
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( ag2 ) 
eee wa agen go 
r wilful negli 1 t o 
repent: not, will — be t Aena 
them, at the tribunal of God! 13 
. 1.97. Rlow-may 1 ec maticed en t to 
dhe like condemnation 7 Fa If yu ſcrutinize . 
your own breaſt; if /you/:examine impartially 
And attentively all your moſt frequent and a- 
vourite thoughts, you will come to diſcover 
on whole conduct and real character; and 
EH you ill obtain the e i 


. e e of preventing oil 
hits; and of ſecuting IN ay thi nnd 
from all the danger they bring with them? 
J. Criminal thoughts are not always volun- 

ry, conſequently -catinat always be pre- 
I» but you will be ever ſecure from dan- 
| ger, of when they ariſe; you endeavour: ſpeedily | 
_ coſupprefs them: tis your wilful entertainment 
of them only can hurt you. Haſten, therefore, 
bs b e - ä 
mind into 2 or direction. 4 | 


I have N wilfuliy to hear Maſs: 
I don't mean on Sundays and Holydays, but on 
other days on which there is no other obligation 
ol being preſent at it, except what my maſter 

lays me under. He told me when gel hired, 
that he inſiſted upon it with all the authority a 
water can have over his ſervant, that I ſhould 
attend every day at Maſs, unleſs rea ſonably hin- 


. „ have been abſent ſeveral times 
| out 


> * * 4 * p br, 
- 


” Wt. | | | 
. 
out of floth, pretending, that I tiad-bifinek 


which required diſpateh, &c. Did I mar- 
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tally? f | 


J. Your maſter laid upon yoh acommand, 


not only lawful, but laudable : and herurged 


it in the moſt ſerious manner; it was: there- - 


fore your duty to comply wich his injun@ions; 


and by diſobeying him, you ſinned aganitthe 


fourth commandment, every day on Which you 


cauſe leſsly abſented yoyrlelf from prayers. Je - 
' ſhould be the fixed and leading maxim of your 
life, to reſolve to be true-to your trufl, A 


the duties of your calling; and to-endeavour 
fo to qualify your labours;”as/ to render them 
worthy of an eternal reward. How can you 
pretend to the one, or hope/forthe-ather, af 

a refuſe obedience to commanids; the maſt 
Jus, and the moſt eaſyꝰ Had yon 


opportunity of afſiſting at its moſtſacrediraves: 
inſtead of to evade your maſter s moſt 
ſtrict orders herein, you would moſt cordially 
thank him for his permiffion! Have you never 


God, a love, honour, and adoration, which 


you can never pay, but by means of the glo- 
rious victim offered up on our altars.. 1 


you not ſinned; haye you not realon e . 
prehend there is a heavy ſatisfactiam riss 


due to. your dee 


3 


— 


1 * 


| a due ſenſe 
of religion, you would embrace with ay every 


ave 


by 


been inſtructed in the nature and properties 
of the great chriſtian ſacrifice? You ome - 


25 2 . 1 


Zacrifide of propitistion- Were wa to. FS 
for your fins. to r and (o 
ſuffer more than any or all the martyrs and 
mints ever did: 94 to excel Na all in 
prayers; faſta, and ams; all this would be no- 
thing in compariſon of the great expiatory ſa- 

_ cnfice of the nem law, wherein the blood 
Jeſus Chriſt is the atonement for your guilt. 
 Having' infinite obligations to God . on ac: 
rount of his:chenefits, gratitude requires you 
ſhould make him a ſuitahle retuch; but this 
would be out of your power, wete it not fot 
che pacific ſacrifice of thankſgiving, which 


enables you to offer to God a preſent worthy 


of his acceptance, to wit, the precious body, 
foul, and divinity bf his only Son. If Chriſt 
has ſaid «aſk; and you ſhall. receive; can he 
refuſe jou any thing in this divine ſacrifice of 
impetration, where his own ſacred ſelf cries 
aloud to the eternal Father far mercyꝰ No 
ur petitions muſt, if duly „prove ſuc- 
ceſsful. Surely then, your veglect of this 
great means of ſalvation will, independently 
of your ſin of Ne e riſe in "judgment 


axmiot you! © Wo) «4.4.3 


| W. I live with a very 1 rich, To ſtingy. miſt- . 
refs : T ſcorn to wrong her of a balfpenny ; but 
ſometimes I am apt to waſte a little more than 
is neceſſary, that I may not appear to my fel - 
ſervants and others, to be as flingy an nig- 
Ry as wy "miſtreſs; | HE of NAY little 
| more 


giving now and then a little drink to an acquain- 


V. Lord, Sir, I can't tell what ſuch trifles come 


= 
thievying: now; I have. done ſomething of de 
mbeazled ſome 


8 

re fire and candle ſoap, &c. maychap, han 
jw need z of giving away now and then ſome 
victuals without her leave ; of taking now aud 
then, a little tea and ſugar, and other catables 
and drinkables that were not allowed meg or 


* 


- 


ſometimes, tho' not very often, a gals of wine 
to a gentleman's ſervant, who uſed to treat me - 
with a glaſs when our family vikted his master; 
ſo | thought it was for the credit of our houſe to 
return his civility. Was there any harm in that, 
Sir? J. Vou don't know your miſtrelles in- 
come; at leaſt not the deductions made from-it, 
and her diſburſements. V. Oh Sbe id worth 
thouſands! ſhe has three or four eſtates. in dit+ . 
ferent——F. She may feel the want of money 
as much as you] Suppoſe the does not; N 
her rich and covetous ! what then does this- 
ſuppoſition entitle you to delapidate her property. 
every day of 0 life? Reckon the damages you. 
have done hef, day after day, by. walling,. 
ſquandering, and pilfering the bits and ſeraps 
you talk of; and tell me the amount, if 0 


tance, or old fellow fervant, or o; f lying 


| . 


to! I ſhould never have thought ang bar dee 
my miſtreſs, had not our new houſe-keener-tols. 
me t' other day, that to waſte: Wilfully or awe + 
away, or. ſpoil any thing in che houſe, o t 
on't, againſt the owner's. will, was as: bag 


ve waſted or e 
6 


1 


* 5. that is, Iba 


oy 


\ 


RY 4 
tty "frills thing every da - whe 
fr dave been 15 wy 0 will be nine 
years, Michaelmas next. 8 On ſome days 
Tu have wronged your m reſs to the amount 
ſhilling or more. Seldom of fo much; 


oftener far of the value of a few halff ence per- 
haps.—7, Let us ſuppoſe the whole damage did 


not excted one guinea in a twelyemonth, in this 


BE. calculation, the injuſtice done, - 
nts to nine güineas. If you had-ſtolena a 
quarter of that money, I am convinced your 


_ conſcience. would reproach you with the guilt © | 


' of 'a thametvl crime: You have really wro | 
5 mo miſtreſs of a r ſum ; and you fel little 
br no remorſe, mode" & Wrong, or the 
2 8 in which el have injured your neigh- 
' hour, makes no 181. Nene in the inſuſt. 


ie committed. In the ſuppoſition” of your 
 kaving pilfered every day, or every opportunity, 
for a given. time, @ few pence from a ſtranger, 
Jon would entertain "ov doubt of your beit 
 bbliged to indemmnify that ſtranger to the fall 
amovint of his loſs. You have . ſimilar in- 
Jury, not to a ſtranger, but to a miſtreſs, to'a 
xend ; to one who took you under her roof, 
and Jipplied you with, not only the neceſſaries, 


— bur the comforts and conveniencies of life; and 


_ affigned you an annual reward for your fuppoſed 
Kdelity; and pledged honeſty :" in return for all 
7 gk obligations, you have, I Wilf not fay an- 

but A t injured and defrauded your 


| nating #: 6 ang 
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„ did not mean or think of any harm. The fat 


* 


ine is ſimply and evidently this, Vi. you have com- 
9 mitted an injuſtice which you muſt repair, You 
int | are bound in conſcience; to the reſtitution of 


hs nine guiheas to the party injured,” as certainly 
er- as if you had robbed on the highway, or com- 
did mitted a burglary, unleſs u free pardon, ur re- 
% miſſion of your debt be grantemg. 
. 2 1 £335 — 8 3 4 0 d 
> . A gentleman ſent for me wnder pretence 
ar of buſinels; and whenT waited on him; 8 
me - | haved to me in a very rude indecent manner: 1 
ed. was too much-ſurprized and frightened to con. © 
tle ſent to his wicked attempts; and I reſiſted them 
he. with all my power; but afterwards, when he 
h- aſked my pardon, and talked of marrying me, I 
9 abated my reſentment too ſuddenly I fear; and 
ur I even doubt whether I was not juſt at that time 
y, rather pleaſed than diſpleaſed with what had 
T, happened. Did I fin grievoufly ?' 7. When 
5 violence was offered your perſon, you art fare 
ff that you refiſted the lewd aſſault with the ut 
n- moſt abhorrenee; conſequently no ſin Was im- 
A putable to you : your ſubſequent depraved di. 
f, poſition, muſt involve you in the guilt of impu- 
s, rity, if you then conſented to it by approvide of - 
1d what had paſſed. No impurities are nf _ - 
d which the will does not conſent. The cele.. 
I. brated youth of whom St. Jerom and other 
"4 writers, make honourable mention; did not fin 
Ir 2 wicked barlot —— his vir 
A tue by a dangerous ſtratagem By order oF hits _ 
d Pagan judge, he wits ſtripped nabed, * 


Ta th = ) vg 
* Goed 1 to'a ſoft delicious couch ſtrewed with odo 
. riferous; flowers ; and an Abandoned, - tho” beau 
- ital woman, was introduced to aflault his chaſ- 
tity, in the groſſeſt manner! but the chriſtian 
hero ſoon convinced the ſhameleſs ſtrumpet, and 
her baſe employer, that his mind, at leaſt, was 
ſuperior to all, defilement : for biting off the tip 
of his tongue, aud ſpitting it in her face; he by 
this quick and heroic. reſiſtance, baffled ber — 
dacious attempts, and exhibited .a memorable 


55 Complete triumph of purity over. lewdack, 
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"W, 1 accuſe myſelf of avarice,/in- letting out 
ſome apartments in my houſe to a of, ill - 


* fame, for the ſake of getting a conſidetable price 
for them; and through a proſpect of other ad- 


vantages. | She is vilited by a gentleman, who 
can render me very. great ſervice, and has it in 
his power to diſtreſs me greatly. I applied to 
her to uſe her intereſt with him in my behalf. 
1 now. feel a remorſe of conſcience for having. 
done ſol F. If your doubts/preceded,. or: ac: 
companied your tranſaCtions with that woman.; 
and they appeared to you well founded; you 
certainly. ſinned by not liſtening, to the dictates. 
of your conſcience !- If you. proceeded- bona. 
fide, and without any ſuſpicion. of. evil, you did 
not ſin g not at leaſt as to the hire of your lodg- 
inge. In regard of your application to her in- 


terceſſion, it ſhould. have occurred to you, that 


| the, could exert no influence in your favour, but 
means of her illicit and meretricious connec 


tion with the — of; wn 
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| r 
ly you ſhould have refleGed, that to apply 1 
him through her intereſt, Was indifeQly to fo- 
ment, and promote her criminal commerce with - 
him. Hence many approved moral writers, con- 
demn pour . „ as a'grievous treſpaſs'on © 
the law of God. Io retrieve yourſelf from all 
danger in this caſe, ftrive to moderate your fol- 
licitude, and worldly *mindedneſs ; trufting in 
God, that he will enable you to procure'a les 
perilous and exteptionable maintenance. EK. 
* perience ſhews us, that the appetite for riches, 
«© when once indulged, is apt to grow thlatiz- 
„ able: and that it often intoxicates the wiſeſt 
«© heads, and corrupts the beſt hearts.” He that 
© haſteth to be rich, ſhall not be innocent. In 
„ order to moderate our covetous dehires,” and 
to preſerve that ſpirit of indifference for-every 
thing in this life, without Which, we bare 
„ nothing to hope in the next, let us be 4h 
« roughly convinced, that, "whatever may de 
acquired, or poſſeſſed here, is but an atom, i 
compared to the good things of eternity: 
« God for bids us to ſettle our àffections on this 
<« atom; and in exchange, he offers what is in- 
e finitely more valuable, himſelf.” Sentiment. 
Theol. pl 10 %. 


VV. 1 have been under the neceſſity of com- 
mitting many mortal fins: my huſhand forbids; 
me to go to chapel, either on Sundays ot Hon 
days: when 1 go, he falls into à pathon, and 
curſes and ſwears at me and my religion, Ns 
and I am the cauſe of his fins! And when 1 fta 

at home, I break the commandment of the 
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=— whetberT will or not There can be e 
tua, where chere is no free Nane of the will,” | 
Porced and ineceſlary ſin, are icontradivtory - 
© terms; vou ought to have been better inſtructed 
in your duty; .and then you would have known, © | 
that the precept of the church is ſuperſeded by 
the obedience due 0 | 
mands of an huſband. You was not forced, yo 
was not necefſitated.to.marry him: had yon ic. | 
tely conſulted the*will.of you pro- 
ably would have foreſcen 4nd avdided the evils 
you now feel,” How much have you to | 
fear, that you received the ſac of \matri- 
mony in mortal fia? What van ikst fin 
a e b ſuch s een 


"TH 
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9 . Lam a poor man, Sir, 
; va hard to ſupport myſelf and 
by experience there are not m or 
comforts of life to be enjoyed by poor folks. 
Now as il have nothing to expect but labour and 
tail in this word; I would fain ſecure for my- 
ſelf eternal reſt and happineſs in the world te 
come. Pray, Sir, can you tell me how this is 
to be done, and how I am to proceed in this mat · 
tet? far Lam na ſcholar: I don't know how to 
meditate on myſteries: ye no time for long 
; for Lam out at work rearly. and 1 + 
WC t faſt much, and wear chains and hair 
E. as the Saints did of old; becauſe 1 
| engen always to chr h my la- 
1 bout; l 1 eee J. The: 


Rome of victue, n to — 
eternal 


, 


33 oh 8 Chet 8 
| conſiſt in ſublime meditations, log prayers, tie" - 
goraus falls, and exraordinary . auſterities, io: 
you. wilh: to enjoy lite everlaſting, :** keep the 
| Bus avoid all fin, preſerve your | 

affections diſentangled from the things. of this 
world: reſtrain your paſſions, curb /yqur ſenſes 
and diſorderly inclinations ; be charitable to 
your neigbhour; be patient; feen of _Jelus © * | 
ä Chi, «to. be meek. and bumble. of bett 
but, above all things love God, with all. your - 
| heart, with all-your mind, and; win a your 
firength ; ,and&;your neighbour as yourlelk. Do . 
this, my dear friend, and vou will not fail. to 
getto en. n What, without any: fat 
ing and praying at all, or reading godly bes, 
and fo forth? The bappineis of heaven is 
promiſed: to thoſe only who-comply with the 
conditions I have mentioned ; to thoſe: who love | 
God, and keep his commandments, Dean 
you ſpeak of, are only means and helps towars: 
that compliance. A man may faſt and pray, 
and read every day of bis life, and ret neither 
love God nor his neighbour, nor be patient, 
mild and humble 3.nor poſſeſs an sue and real 
virtue, and goodneſs, without which, no Jalva- 
tion nor happineſs hereafter is to by obtained. 
. But what. are the. means and helps proper 
for a poor labourer to make uſe of, in order to 
acquire that - virtye and goodnels which alone 
will entitle him to the joys of the world to come? 
J. All poor men are not alike;equally able 20 
-praQtiſe the means ſpoken of. I ſuppoſe, how» © 
| 3 | 55 | ever, 


C 


* 


Five injuries, and pray for your enemies. Lask. 


night: and on every Sunday examine how Jou 


— — 


f 1 0 
(ee) 


\ 


ver; that you fre capable'6r fiying ſoene e 
1 1 every day; morning and night; an e 


Aayinig grace at your meals: alſo of attending 
divine "ſervice Sunday morning and afternoon, 


And of hearing maſs on holidays; of 'receivip 


the Sacraments bf Penance and Euchatiſt on 


_ the prinoipal feftivals; or at the times of milo 


gendes throughout the yeat, Item, af abſtain> 
e Peng, 20s. ing eee 


| ſation;be granted), on certain days appointe : 


Moreyer, you are capable of acquitting yourſe 
well of the duties and obligations anne sed 5 
your ſtate and Gillis: you cn offer up to GO, 
ondur and glory all ble actions you perform. | 
'Y ou can ftrive to endure patient! * the troubles 
and aflhctions you meet with! you can for 


45 
, 


„ You can” examine your 'conſcience | every 
bave behayed yourſelf the foregoing week. © 
his is a great deal to femember: yet ! 


Will endeavour to reduce to practice all you tel 


me; and hope; by God's grace, to reap due 
e from my endeavours: J. You moſt cer- 
ainly will profit greatly by every article you put 
in practice, provided that you do not forſeit 


Sog grade and friendſhip, by conſenting to u 


mortal ſin: for in this caſe you would be- un 
enemy to God, and conſequently incapable ot 
Fee life everlaſting, as long as you'con- 

inue guilty of ſuch ſin, by any action or-actioms 


Whatever. This is the expreſs dectrine of Scrip- 


= fl ture 
| { : 


i 


| 
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r wa | . 


e 


on OC ES a OS 

wr | ture enforced by St. Paul, throughout the third 

ws | chapter of his hirlt "Epiſtle: to the Corinthians. 
SS Thr ſame holy Apoſtle, addreffing mee 

© | thoſe chriſtians of Coloſſus, who were in 8 poor. 

DE and low condition, and-earned their bread by 


ak | their labour, he beſeeches them to conſider them- 
i | ſelves as labouring in God's cauſe, and employed 


nin his divine ſervice by his holy "wall and ſpecialt 
& appointment. And upon this account, the ga- 
felf lous Apoſtle prays and exhorts them to look 
16 upon their reſpective maſters as the vicegerents' 
of God, and obey them willingly ang chearfully,” 
as the reprefentatives of their ſupreme Lord and 
heavenly Maſter, for whoſe ſake; alone all their” 
actions, and all their Jabours, are to'be ultimate-, 
ly performied ; and to Whoſe honour and * ge 7 
all they do and ſuffer is to be finally referred,” If. 
they perſevered in acting upon theſe principles, 
and with theſe holy views and pure intentions,” 
the Apoſtle aſſures them, that their Whole Mives 
would be ſanctiſied, and that the great God of 
heaven, who is nod acceptor of perſons,“ 
would amply recompence the poverty and hard- 
ſhips of their humble condition in this world, by 
tranſlating them to a bliſsful and Exalted ſtation 
in his heavenly kingdom. Now do you'recol-! 
ect, my worthy friend, what I bave been telling | 
you? W. You told me that virtue and go 
neſs conſiſt in loving God above all things, and 
my neighbour 'as'myſelf, ' "That the means auch 
helps to 1 virtue, are to pray to God! 
morning and night, and to "examine * can 
8 ſcience 


* 
- 


ſcienos helpre I go ta reg. On all /Sundays to. 
go to Prayers morning and aſtetnoon, to, read 
Soo books, and examine how 1 have ſpept he 

1050 paſt. Jo bear maſs on holidays, and atk. 

if able, on days commanded : to go to conteſe 
den ang communion at lealt ſeven or eight 
times a> year; to perform all my actions with/a. 
pure intention of pleaſing God, and complying 
| with, bis holy, will co zefer al I do and due 
to God's 'hanour. and glory: and laifly, to fe. 


. 


= 


nothing unto life. cxerjaſting, unless 1 be in 4 


"I a grace, and keap free from all matt 


NT I 
But what. I principally and moſt earneſtly I 
you to attend to and conſider, is, how 1c de- 
rive from. the condition in which it has pleaſed 
God to place you, all the advantages which it 
affards. you, in regard of ** working out y 
_ falvation.”: What theſe peg A Are, wal 
appear at firſt ſight, if we review the nature and 
cCircumſtances of your ſtate. and condition, Like 
the bulk of mankind, and generality. of your 
fellow creatures, you. work for a livel ; you. 
maintain yourſelt and family by Four labour! 
Lou are a poor man, and probably poorly fed, 
poorly cloathed, poorly lodged; you are e,. 
poſed to all winds and. weathers ; to all jncle» 
mency of the ſky, and all change of ſeaſons; 
you work, day. after day, from morning will. 
night: your life is as painful and auſtere as * 


— 
=- 


_ charity. 


less 


Will 
miniſh your daily pay. © Live and cure as - 


* ba a n 
* \ Foo x 
4 | 


oO OE 2 
of à religious of the moſt rigid and ſevere ods. 


It is one uninterrupted” exerciſe of humility, pa- 
tiene e mortification, poverty, and 
At the fate time you are in the wide 


world, expoſed to all its temptations aud Tnares ; 


and by teſiſting the one, and guarding againſt $ 
the other, you'may continually merit for eternal _ 


life, as much or more than the ſtricteſt Cloifter- 
ed recluſe. "Theſe. ares. the advantages which 
your ſtate of life affords, and the opportunities 


earth, grace and merit 3 and of ſeruring incon- 


ceivable happineſs aud glory in the Word to 


Now, my dear brother, it ſhould 'be your | 


grand and"conftatit aim to g lay hold ot the(e 
proffered 'bleffings, and not to let Rip, -as too 


many, tis to be feared, of your rank ahd fitua- = 
tion in life unfortunitely do, theſe tho wieful - 
means of Jalvation.” You may peur, koi, and 


els live in Wwumiliation,. ſubjec- 
tion and poverty, All the days of your life, and 
bh not deferve, in the end, to be. rewarded.in 


heaven. And'yol ay Jabour and Ger In fuch 


a manner as to Merit, every hour. you-count, an 
encredfe of recomperice and happineſs. for-end- 
es. Chdoſe then this latter aud better 
part : toſe 8 by the choice ; it 

ther augment your daily labour, Hot di- 


that the 'A]miptity may de induced*to crown 


. 
[ 


* 


furnifhes you' with of acquiring, "here. on 


60, en ß 


Wo 160 ) 


with an inheritance. for #.? in his — 
or your encouragement. I will relate to you an 
See of the pious and examplary.behavi 
of a god man, whom God has placed in a fir» | 
tuation, eee 3 Feen 
outs. | 
x e Aster his morning prayer, he ! out wich 
t chearfulneſs- to the employs of his ſtation, 
73 which he looked upon as a fort of penaneg 
41 juſtly inflicted upon him for his fins, He 
| «« Was careful to offer up his painful labours, in 
„ honour of, and union with the labours 
< lufferings of Jeſus Chiſk : his conſcience be- 
ing clean from vice, and his heart not ens 
46 e by. ingrdinate. affections, bis. mind 
4. oafi y raiſed itſelf towards his divine Redeemer 
4 in the midſt of bis employs. Sometimes he 
. called on the holy and venerable name of 
4. ſus; and often repeated that devout 125 
Wh In the game of: Jeſus, let every knee bow 
6 Ke, deſiring that heaven and, earth, and al 
8 creatures, might join him in praiſing and 
<"\bjefing that dear object of his affections,. His 
er eth ploys not allowing bim to be preſent at 
et the ladies of; the maſa, he was careful at 
'«© ſeaſt to afiſt in ſpirit, and to adore Jeſus: 
4 Chriſt on Al the altars where his lobe for man 
ee had placed We. He believed Chrift to be 
6 really and trul 1 preſent, though hidden under 
,* the ſacramental veils, for 00 greater, merit of 
pl our faith, He reflected on the T loue 
Jeſus 0 had n to * 25 becoming 
OT ? | | + WEI 


1 


10 incatnate/-an by having, in the ſacred wy 
45 ſtety of Re 25 choſen, through an ex- 
10 <. cels. 15 goodnels, to abide, with us to the end 

© of the World; Waking himſelf, as it were, 
0 7 companion, ol our pilgrimage; to ſweeten 

by bis, gracious preſence the. ickſomeneſs, and 
6 tediouſneſs of our exile,..” He called again on 
60 angel faints, .and all creatures, to came and ; 
4 * adore the kool, whom Jove, had chained. to 
5 


40 divine reator, for having made him a mem - 
&« ber of the Catholic Church, wherein he was 
« free from all doubt and fluctuation of mind.; 
« . his faith being grounded on the promiſes of 
« the eternal truth and on the firm rock, Chriſt - 

„ Jeſus, againſt whom. the powers of darkneſs, - | 
& nor 7 of;hell, ſhould never prevail, He 
„ prayed, earneſtly-faor the peedy and fincere 
« converhon, of th ole x poor, ſouls 71 were led 
60 aſtray, and who ſat in darkneſs ahd the ſha. 


— 


« occupied, yet. he was Af chearful and ſo- 
© ciable; and. TH read 15 45 6 every neigh- 
« bour ur as ocaphon. offe e.cxhorted his 
(6 children not to 1105 & * lowneſs of their | 
10 condition, - .nor t to deſire the - periſhable goods 
40 of this life; ; ſor. that the true riches of a chr 
ie tian, were the trealures of. divine. ; tach, 15 
if ihe 25 i e Fo Wraps, that no Fave - 
tian cou e they were. 
6c brate NIN) a wh4 wit 2515 
eee He counſelled ehem 
| | „ret 1 Fo eee 
1 ; | | 


- * — 
2 


our altars. * Sometimes he gaye thanks to bis 


«© dow of death. Though his heart was thus oy 


. 


* 6e 5 Sg <a en, RN? 10 * 
„ (od with their whole hearts, and their neigh- 
« hours as themſelves : in conſequence of 
Love fo ſerve,” help, and oblige every ener 
"the love of "Chriſt; 4nd becauſe" it Was is 
BY fayburite precept, to recite often che Lotd's 


. paper with attention, fervour} and devotion, 
4 reflecting particularly on the thirte firlt: peti- 
. * ions: 15 g to honour and glorify Godin 
«al things, and to accompliſh his haly will 
4 earth, as the bleſſed doin heaven. This la- 
0 bouring man, whoſe picture here” draw, 
* never thewed the leaſt nope of cholera vor 
. was ever known itt his whole life to ſtpeak an 
"ft offenſive or unbeſeeming word wen he was 
e krfeg with affronts, and he called to mind the 
invincible patience of Jeſus Chriſt, and, ac- 
Fe & cording to his example, freely pardoned 
fervently WS: for thoſe _ who" moleſted 
2 Him.“ n mY 0 ART 
KN $5 3 nne 
= T1 c as great e and trouble of 
mind, for ſome time paſt, 6wing to ſeveral great 
diſappointments, ani Ae occucrences. 
The world has frowned" und turned its back 
upon me! my life was once, I thought, all ſun⸗ 
5 but now, thy days em f overcaſt! 
s the World has' forſaken we; Fi reſolyed 
by the grace of God, to forſalke' the world , PII 


| Feat n it a, much as at Gro: 


*. W eee was ney aan tom a eu 
8 lady at * y 
| vv 
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| prime of our life, our youthful and, „ 


dir, Lam neither, old, nor infirm... . No geflec- 


; 2 * de 


1 1 AE 
permit; and dedicate the remainder of ay 


will. 


time to God and religion. I hope you, wall:ap- - 


prove of my undertaking, and aflift me with your 
good advice; if you'll preſcribe a kind of dir 
and lay me down a ſeries, or ſucceſſion of devo- 
tional exerciſes, L think it would help me to pas 
my time in an uleful and agreeable manner. 
Such is the — Hh condeſcenſion of the 


Almighty, that he is: always grady to,accept.of = 


the tender of our ſervices, at whatever tips, r 
under whatever circumſtances we ſincerely make 
i. Even though we ſhould have canfumed.the 


and worn ourſelves out in the dude x 
enemy, thæ World, he is ill 5 to 

mit us 0 employ our poor remains of age and 
in his divine ſervice. 1 thapk (od, 


tion is meant on. 
the world: 1 remi 


e 0 
vou of * 


common Lord and Miaſter, to encourage 


you to dedicate yourſelf, to: his Jove and, ſervice 
with confidence, by convincing yon, that a 
dedication will be ever acceptable to Mm., I 
look upon it as an effect of bis diving in - 

your bebalf, that he has embittered the p wes _ 
of the world, and given you dilrelith- of im 
diſtracting purſuits; che more eaſily to draw, you 
into — there to attend ſolely to 
and eternity. Von will enter inte this: new 
ſcene of liſe, I doubt not, With e 


* 


7 


. 0 P 

faking the world, y wid forſake allo ie. guilty 
paſſions," and ſinſul attachments. If ya d 
nit; yu will be greatly diſnppointed i in expect 
ing to paſs all your * either in an uſeful ur 
agfecable manner. Neither are ybu % expedh,. 
nas the very beſt diſpoſitions you can poſſibly. 
bring wied you into your propoſed ſolitude, ox 
from the pureſt intention of conſecrating. all 
| your Hours to ſpiritual exetciſes and religivus. 
ties, that therefore they will all ae e 
Ain e. 1 of devotiom 
Theſe ute expectations too ſbating ſor the pro 
nt tate or human Od 0 the . contraryy. 
oY 2 will do well to bear in mind the advice 
de Sefipture, + My daughter; whepi thou thinks: 

eſtof ſerving God "ith more than ordinary f 


chat cheſe devodt ſenſations, and happy feelings; 
nay er dan always 86 but that the ae Aris 
dity tand ſpiritual deſolation may quickly arrive; 
and oppteſion of mind, languor uf ſpirits, r 
pain df body, may ſoon overtake you,-l am 
nat ſufficiently acqusinted with your frame of 
, and peculiar di ſpoſition, to know what 
kind” of diary, or regulatign of daily exerciſes; 
would preeiſely ſuit you.” III give you a cop 


_ bf Sales, aud another ſpiritual writer 3 and leave 
ing to adopt ſueh of them as beſt ſuit your in- 


Wee aud Which you judge. bſt adele 


Lot, then, prepare thy ſoul for tempranonys ; 
thut 5646 ſay, when you melt with devotion, ot? 
glow with &ardogr of divine love, then reflect” 


ſelection of rules from the works of: St. Frandis 


— 


7 e en 


5 


cross. 4 When dreſſed, begin 


immediate preſenoe of the 


— 
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VO will allow vil no more . eren 
J bours reſt; ſo that if you.go to bed at eleven 
you will get up at ſix : if you. retire "4 
ten, you» will riſe at five in; the worn 
When you awake, let your firſt thoughts uy 
on God. the firſt operations. of your will, an at 
of Ge love; your. ficſt-words, Jeſu Maria aria.s 


your rſt, aQion, the making the ſign of „„ 


r mor 
prayers," which ſhould include * 7 of 8 
praiſe, adoratjon, and thankſgiving; and an. 


fering of . yourſelf, together with all the Aline 


of the day, to God's honour. - Make alſo a 
firm reſghution to paſs, that day with great inte- 
rior, recolletion, N yourſelf a8 in ihbe 


your compliance with this reſolution accom- 
2 with too much .conftraint and anxiety. 

rom your vocal prayer you will proceed to 
mental r meditation, and continue in it for the 
ſpace 301 an hour. He preſent at maſs as © 
early .as you conveniently | can. Before di 
enter into a ſhort examination of the actions 
LO and N purpoſe of ke 

"Lis 


K * 5 * 


eity. Vet letnat 


=O 
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palate: while you! pittake of the good things of 


4 


/ 


„ 


ie in dhe ditine pile. ler bull n 


hour every evening, or an hour, if leiſure per. 


1 
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Eiting you N 
this ani meditation ſhould laſt three quarters 
*of an bour: on other days half an hour will 


mit, to ſpiritual reading. Chooſe a convenient 


ime ing a ſecond meditation, and re- 
_—_ rs On Sundays and Feſtivals, 


Fuffice : if made in the church or chapel ſo much 
the derter. * At mea) times contrive to abitgin 
from dainties, which ſerve" only to flatter the 


the world, fail not to turrifyour thonghts towards 


the aKbountiful Dondr. All your hours; which 


are not taken up either by your ſpiritdat exer- 
ciſes, or your domeſtie concerns, you'will em. 
ploy in needle-work, vr ſote other laudable g. 
euvation. Remember, che reading any profane 
and" ile books is abſolutely forbidden. "At 

tion of conſcience, 


not to receive the holy Communion three 
every week. De preſent at Velpers on 
Saale and Holidays, ** Pay a viſit ec che Rex 
or the poar, at once a week ; and bete 
upon them an alms; endeavouring, at the (ime 
Ame, to animate them to virtue; particularly 


4 / 


ter 


60 * 3 | "I 1 


= in working hn. ps Ml . — 
practiſe ſome auſterity, — WOO of the paſſion 
of Je . Let every dene, de à tak 
day, if no faſt has ocounred on any. of the pte 
ceding days of the weck. Let, one dag of 
every month be ſpent in retirement; ontheens 
of this day you will give your orders, and, e 
te your domeſtic affairs, ſo as to ene 2s 


much as: poſſible, your being interrupted or diſo 
turbed during the courſe ot the da- 
Ona the day of the monte retreat, von — 
receive the bleſſed. Sacrament; and, ſpend three 
half hours, at three djfferent times, in medio 
tion on ſuch ſubjects as ſnall be previaply 
eld out to you by your Director. Qge hal iT hour. 
allo, is to be ſpont in ſpirĩtual * — F 
ſome time in the morning ox aſter = | 
retire. $9;your . cloſets A — ad 
over all the rules of conduct and piaus practices 
recommended to you, abſerving how mam and: 
which of them you have omitted, and/the cauſes 
of your omiſſion, whether.) it was through fore. 
fernen through ſloth, or through groſs negs, 
and contempt. ad, You will renew. 
your purpoſe of fulhlling exadly laid rules and. 
practices; and ceaſe not enewing it, Fill 
have * to hope it is fixed and unalterat 
3d, You will conſider attentively, whether any. 
addition ought. to be made to the rules {poken. 
of, and whether you haue prudent cauſe to wh 
luch 1 wen he. + ns to. . eat 
ule 


2 


ee 2 
fifeful to Four improvement in virtue and pers 
ſection. 4th, Tod will endeavour to re- 
iether you have laboured under any! 
Particular doubts of difficulties during che pre- 
eding month. Laſtly, Tou will, tuke care 
to write down your ſentiments and remarks it 
regard to the above four points, and either ſhew 
tmem or ſend them ta your Director; but enter 
into no reſolution relative thereto without Hig! 
 abvice. ®*Acquaint pour Director with the good 

. bad ſucceſs of your mental prayers and wick 
* all Extraordinary communitations from heaven, 

which you may have been {or may ſuppoſe” you? 
Have been) favoured with. Every hear you" 
Will make retreat of eight days, and during the 
retreat an annual confemon. Huliſt at ers 
mos and public faſtructions in time of Leit 
aud Advent, as often as opportunity offers. 
When you travel, flrive ſo to take your mea · 
ſutes, and lay out your time, that you may not 
be hindered from going to Communion on your? 
accoftomed days; nor from hearing Maſs, at- 

3 to meditation, and making an examen 
| cietice every day. Should any of your 
_ domeſtics,” or bv vader your charge, give 
"perſonal offence, do not appear to take the 
leaſt notice of it. Baniſh all traces of it from 
your memory as much as poſſible: never mention 

it to them, unleſs charity and duty require it; 
and then let it be done in à mild, placid en , 
tree from all exaggeration and reſentment; / 

As all converſation in Speer is liable to many 
2321 | dangers | 
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dangers and exceſſes I recommend to you moſt = 


inſtantiy to demean yourſelf as in the immecdis 
ate preſence of the moſt High. Never let it 
eſcape ydur memory, that the moſt High God 


is in company; andzithat tconſequentiy, his inf. 
nite dignity and Majeſty 


no more faſhionable viſits than charity and de- 
cent civility require; and ſtudy to render theſe 
ſhort and uſeſul. But where experience tells 
you, that you have reaped conſiderable ſpiritual 


advantages; or here you prudentliy hope, that = 


the like benefits may be conferred on your neighs 
bour: there let your viſits be repeated as oi, 


as good ſenſe and proprietyn direct. In v, 


converſation, diligently avoid ſaying an thing 
that may ſeem to favour the corrupt maxim ot 


the world: on the contrary, ſtrive to inttodueͤdd 
eie 
tion, tending to the honour of God, and dien s 


opportunely, ſome ſhort remark or pious 


tion of your neighbour. Should your” modeſt 
zeal not ſucceed; ſtill your good intention, will 
be pleaſing to the Almighty. 
prevent or interrupt, ( as ſar as in yours 


lays) all diſcourſes af an immodeſt, or unchari - L 
table tendency, either diſpleaſing to God or in- 
jurious to your neighbour) Defend as wel as 


you cin, God's cauſe; and protect youαντ neigh» 


bour's reputation If they be your ſuperiors, - 
who hold ſuch diſcourſes, take ſome proper me- 


thod of ſhewing,/ at-leaſt, that they are-diſagree« 
able to you, You will go to Confeffioni'ewes 
a . 6 e I | 4 


2 week, 


Never fail to 


call for the greateſt” 5 
ſhare of your reſpect and attention. Make 


* 
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Re- 
ſolvs to attend in a manner to the pre - 
fence of: God, during one half hour in the morn» 
ing and for a whole: bout in the aſternaan; 
this” vefolution. may be put in practier whilſt 
you'are in company ; but more eaſily when you 


2'week, if convenient, if not, only 


de alone. Suffer not yourſelf to be influenced 


by human reſpect. You was born to pleaſe not 


tie world, but ite Almighty Creator: if you” 


, 
: 


* 


- 


meet with his divine favour, why need you eek 
the approbation of mortals ? Endure patientiy 
ther. In caſe of ſickneſa, beware of indulging 
flach and tepidity; — if your i els bs 


rather tedicus than ſevere. I ſpeak. not of in- 
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| cies neceſſary, or evidently uſeſul for your 
ee | You ſhould on theſe emergencied; 
omit fuch part of your daily practice, aa mag 
appeat hurtful to perſons in 2 fickly Bate; bus 


part a certain ſum of money for the retief 
of the poor and diſtreſſed, to be given to them 

every week, month, or year, according as your 
circutaſtances permit. My laſt advice is, that 
with unremitting care, you keep free from al 
undue attachment to creatures | I repeat it molt 
earneſtly; keep your heart and affections free 
and diſengaged from every created being. Your 
adorable Creator has infinite perſections; infinite 
charms to attract and captivate you entirely to 
himſel F. Flac 71 25 2 53 1 177 „„ fs 
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an experienced director, to a devout perſon, W 
had aſked his advice; Vou may ſelect ſucn. 


. They ate all excellent! Dil riſe-to-mortow 


at five o'elock, and ſanctify the whole day in 


the manner they direct. J. Be not too fan- 


ine in eas of ſanctiſcatiom t In the 
firſt place, tis not ſo eaſy us you perhaps im- 
gine, to perſevere for any long date, in u da 
and faithful conformity to the above regulation 
of time, and rules of conduct. And 


if we ſuppoſe a perſon had conformed to” then 


for a ſeries of years, with the utmoſt punctuality, 
does it follow neceflarily, that ſuch à perſon is 
fanified ? '- . Undoubtedly ?: Byte 


means, Madam. Sanctißcation or chriſtian. per- 


ſection, does not conſiſt in the mete outward 


performance of any rules or actions whatever. - 
For illuſtration's fake ; to kneel down, to-erols. 
yourſelf, to open your prayet-book,” and neat , 


therein, are external performances; they are 
the means and ſigns of praying; or of raiſing the 
heart towards God: but theſe means and ſigus 
alone, are not prayer: it is in the difpoktion-of 
the heart, not in the motion of ihe hands and 
lips, or poſture of the body, that prayer conſiſis: 
the heart may pray when no words are uttered, 
or ſigns given; but if the heart be unconcermned, 
or ill- affected, all the words you. can utter, the 


fine prayers you can recite, are hothing. but 
empty, unregarded founds' in the ear of 4 
To argue in like manner, eoneerning any other 
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A M25 a meditation every day: be preſent 


of the manners and characters of their neighs 


to tay deyoutly,. part 
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| dite in the morning, and fill up the whole day. 


with pious actions, as above mentioned; at 
continue ſo doing, day after day, until your AHV 
ing day; and yet after all. not die a ſaint. Do 
not therefore over · value yourſelf, for any appear» 


ances of ſanity, nor under value your neigh» | 


8 having leſs of the ſigns, 


more of the thing ſigniſied than you have, 
.Do you take me for à hipotrite and bigot? 
J. Some pretenders to ſanctity, and (will you 


pardon me for ſaying ſo ?) particularly female 
pretenders, are ſo aſſuming, ſo buſy in judging 


bours ; ſo hatſh and acrimonious in their 
ſpeeches ;; ſo fretful, and ſour in their 'temper 


and behaviour, that they have brought the very 
name of Saint into ſcorn and-contempt, Let 


not your profeſſion of ſanctity be of this ſpurt» 
dus, odious, bigotted kind. Be ſervorous; be 


73 exact; be rigid and ſevere to yourſelf; but make 


every allowance for others which charity can 
ſuggeſt. Be candid and humble, and reſerved in 
your judgments of others g or rather judge them 


not at all! Be liberal, mild, gentle, pious and 


devout yourſelf; but leave the piety and deva - 


tiog of others to God, and their own conſcien - 


— Iwill now add ſome rules preſcribed -by 
Megan pfodes 44348 
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daily at Maſs, if poſſible; and fail not 


of the roſary every * 


814 © 4 
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U N re nnd, 
3 A 1 
of your. life. In the courſe of the day, make - 
frequent. ejaculations, or ſhort and fervorous 
addreſſes to Ged. I eounſel yon to'\ſpend - 
ſome ſhort time b recolleiporoeuery | 
evening: you will, do well to. recite fg tines 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Hail Mae in me- 
mory and hondux of the five; wound of Jeſus 
Cbriſt. ted At night, fail not to make an Cxas Ta 
mination of conſcienee in the uſual form. Let 

no day paſs, without-ſpending-one helf bour in 
8 5 reading. Be preſent. at Veſpers on 

undays and Feſtivals ; A ee ber vocal! 
prayers, (the choice of Weh, ee de you) 
in order to ſanctiſy theſe days. Hai from 
your mind all ſerupulous doubts, and anxious 
fears: let the loye of God; and a deſue te please 
him, be the motive of all your actions. ILap- 
praye of faſting on Fridays, and retrenching from 

Your ordinary meals on Saturdays. I recom=, 
mend diſcipline, hair ſhirts, and other badily 
auſterities, as very ſetryiceable: they help eK 
ceedingly to overcome ſloth, and revive the fer- 

your of charity. Do not diminiſh the num- 
ber of your communions, without the ads ice ot 

our Director. None of your childten ſhould 
bh perſuaded, or enticed by any ,me2ns to em- 
brace a religious ſtate of lie: educate them in 

the fear of God; inſtill into them a love bf r 
tue!. and let them chooſe for themſelves, Nc 
In endeavouring to conform your life to thele,. 

and the above- mentioned rules, remember, 
1 . f . 1 9 Ten Y 
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eunnot be too chreful how: you ble, 
2 habit, or inelibation in your actions, 
. which the ſpirit of reli2ion alone ſhould guide 
und direct. Our perfection Hes in the right 

„ performance of each of our actions; ty 4 

= were the ſume yeſterday as to day; v 

1 be the ſame to-morrow; and be bas found 
. - «the ſecret to become a ſaint, who has diſco- 
« vered the means of ſunctifying the actions of \ 
the day. We ae ſurround "with a thouſ” 
and difficulties and dan u thouſand. 

_ << ſnares'are ſpread on euer fide, r 
« weakneſs; a thouſand enemies make the moſt 
violent attacks on our virtue,” The above 
rules and maxims, to be calculated 
6 to f. weak foul in the chitiea runs, 
* in which ſhe may happen to be en- 
aged, to defend her — the various t 
- that may aſſail her during the day, 
and to eneourage her to the ere the 
chief victues of chriſtianity,” T“ | 
N Jones's Sentimental and Praffical 750. 


ogy,” Page 172. $44 s 7 
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0 | Preparatory Prayer, 

H dads Jeſus, moſt charitable ; mot 
| mediator of my falvation, I 
approach to thee notwithſtanding all my un- 
worthineſs, with all that confidence which he 
are blood ſpilt for me, and thy life 2 
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cauſed Aich unt and horror. My tongne bas 


{'\ 


5 6 5 


ed p ſor mes ought to inſpire. I have fnged 5 
O 1 TI have fined much and often. My 


mind has wandered; 
ſued with pleaſure, 


my thoughts have pur- 
5. that ſhould” have 


been perverted ton bad uſe, inſtead of having 8 
been wholly occupied in thy praiſe and 

My ſenſes have all betrayed me te the 
tration of iniquity: all the powers of ny 
ſoul, which ought-to have been united in 


| ſervice; have treacherouſſy combined to : 


thee. ' I have done great evil; and 


alas, but little good; and even that little, in 


fo imperfect a manner, chat it may be ſald to | 
be worth-nothing. ' So that the time efapſed, 
fince my laſt confeſſion; las been full of 275 
ouſneſs, and void of all vietwe 774 | 
Was it chus I premiſed to behave en 1 | 
called upon thee, O Lord; in the preſence of |; 
miniſter, to debold my repentance ? Ts 


_ thus the, return I ought"to make thy*goodnels 
for pardoning the fins to which I theiypleade 


ilty. What ingtatitude and mine? 
ſhould bluſh to break my word with a fel. 
low-creatute: how t I then to be con- 
— with ſhame and remorſe; for havin 

6 er roam 3 pledged to th 


in receiving thy Seck La- 
knowledge; O divine Redeemer, that the hrele 
benefit, whiel through my fault, Fhave reaped 
N theſe 10 — ſaered and * 
nances, 


— 


— 


WWàuz1 
made of them, might juſtly provoke thee to 
exclude me from a participation of them for 

ever mote: and thus to abandon me inn 
fins, by depriving me of. that ſovereign xeme- 
dy, and cure for them, which thou. haſt inſti- 
touted, through their channel, conveying the 
expiatoty virtue of thy ꝓaſſion and death 10 
my ſoul. This, I own, is what I may rea- 
ſonably expect from thy quſtice: but When! 
reflect on thy infinite mercy; Which even 
ſheep, and to treat it, moſt compathonately 
when found; then, O Jeſus, ſo far from be- k 
ing tempted to.deſpond, I entertain a firny hope 
of receiving the free/pardon of all my offen- 


| : | Ces. Animated by theſe ſentiments, Lil 


now enter into a ſtrict ſerutiny of my conduct: 
Iwill ſearch the inmoſt | folds of my conſci- 
ence; I will examine carefully and candidly 
| hole depth and danger of all its wounds. 
Vhen by. the aſſiſtanee of thy divine grace, 
(without which 1 am utterly. incapable of all 
god; and which I therefore now humbly im- 
Plore, ) 4 ſhall, have diſcovered all my fins,” | 
and diſorders, I will, through the ſame graci- 
| dus help, excite myſelf to a thorough. deteſta- 
tion of them; and penetrated with a fineere 
grief for them, will proceed to ſelect among 
thy miniſters, a man no leſs ſtrenuous for thy 
honour; than zealous for my ſalvation; and. 
J%%%%%%·ö˙i ae, 
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who, without diſheartening me entirely, may 

make me fully ſenſible how much I am to 

blame: may inſpire me with an efficaciocus 


deſire to repair the errors of my life: may 


ſuggeſt to me the proper means of eſfecting o 
neceſſary à reform: may encourage me torn 
dopt them readily, in ſpite of all oppaſition. 
An ill- timed and pernicious ſhame, ſhalt not 
prevent my laying: open to him alt the evi 
and malice of a weak and corrupt heart. I Will 
declare myſelf to him, in the ſame manner, 
as I would wiſh to do to thee, O God; for he. 
is thy repreſemative,” I will not ſpare myſelf; 
I will accuſe myſelf humbly without excuſe, 
without extenuation, without -palliation, I 
will liſten to his advice, as tho? it were thine; 
and ſet myſelf to execute with all chearfulneſs 
and docility, whatever he ſhall ras 


never deeming his injunctions too fr Vere : f 


le 


too ſevere he cannot ſhew himſelf, to dne who” 
has deſerved to hear the bittereſt reproaches,* - 
and to feel the ſharpeſt puniſhments . Day, 
even thoſe eternal puniſhments, O God. 
which are juſtly due to every wilful nner, 
who has dared inſolently to offend thy ader- 
able Majeſty. 3 2 rn 2 p ALOE 
O holy Spirit, inexhauſted ſdurce of Ughe 
and warmth ; O Spirit of truth and love,” take” . 
pity on an unhappy finner, who is, of Rinne 
equally unable either to attain toa true xn . 
ge of his fins, ot to conceive & juſt Hatred ax 
8 een 
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; Gn Ealighten me O Gods: givetanteſiny. 

both the evil IL have done, and — — have 
left undone. Suffer me'tiot to decerve myſelf; 
diſcover” to. me all my ſins of commiſhon-and 
omiſſion ſince my laſt r Tear from 
me that veil of ſelf· love which hides from my 
the malice Nr — _ _ 


P ine map daptis... * 5 : 


jos" or of Sint Tie- Commandments, 
de d ede by 2 
ede dag 


r 
1 to take 1 b 


ckimes and mildemeanours by which I have 
had the mis fo or rather the baſeneſs to of- 
fend thee my God; but this view alone, how- 
ever humi wil not ſuffice for my conver-. 
ſion. The devils, and theit miſerable compani- 
ons, have a fixed and clear view of the Whole 
extent, and enormity of the 9 7 A e tis inceſ- 
ſantly before their eyes: ti emain un- 
changeably devils, = reprobate all. Areal 
converſion. is the effect of a contrite and humble 
heart; of a ſincere ſorrow for what 1 is paſt, and 
ol an earneſt reſolution 3 in regard. of what is o 
* How can I ac > =p theſe boly, yet, ne- 
„ u aleſ aided -by thy 9 | 


2 


1 


dious putpoſe without which, 89. 


VPV 


thou h 
on thee, the enormous; burden. o wy Las, 0h - 


a full atonement ſor the ſing) and. excelics 
the whole human races: - Charitable phyſician 


** | 


Yes, my God, that heart · ſelt grief z that. ct 
ious pury pacdon for f 
is to be expected, muſt be thy free gift. The 
againſt whom I baye ſinned; thou: alone can 
enable me to repent. Oh ſweet: Jelus, pete 
fect model of. true; pepitents; oh hau, We i 
the.days of thy, fleſh, didft manifeſt o incenſe 
grief for my ſins, and with o many Gighs 'and 
tears, didſt eatreat thy Heavenly Father to ge 
don them; do thou ll my heart 9 175 
ion of that penitantial {orcow, to which 
ad fab ct thyſelf for Jove of me. And finee 
alt moſt mexcifully youchfafed to-taxe upe = 


5 | 


» 


teach me to lament chem with that true and | 
ſaving grief. which-thou felteſt for them, during 

all thy mortat life; but more eſpecially During 
that hour of aganyy when profirate in the, gaf- 
den, thou did. offer-up d the eternal Father, 


of my faul, thou canſt heal wil ber infirgitzes,- 
after. all, that thou baſt. done apd_Tulfered: for 
my. ſalvation ;, thou ſurely, wilt not leave.me to. 


periſh ia my ſins I No, I will nog; 1 cannorbe- 


ieve it. Even now, thou lockeſt down upon 
me with an eye-of: compaſſion !, Thou 12 
teſt thyſelf to de moved to tenderneſa ! T hou 
cauſeſt even my hard heart to relent at the hight 
of ſo much miſery. O God how, was at pols 


ſible for me to offend thee ? How. could T de 
with ſo. much deliberation, and malice? . 


* N 
= 


4 


eould _—_ me tc 


o itritate ſo gr eat, — 
powerful, e awful a Ltd and 7 
<vuld Lptevail "upon myſelf to violate the fa- 


laws of my Creator; my Sovereign, and 
my Father? And of ſuch a ather, ſo tener, 


_ 70 amiable? What à botrible ingratitude, 
0 offer ſo many inſults and outraged 
- God, in return for ſo many favours and ' bleſs 
(guilt! And what ene 
cuſe can I alledge for ſich baſe and treacherous 
behaviour: 1 will not preſume, nor preteud td 
it, and to be | 
ſenſible thereof] with-all its aggra« 
vations. I have ſinned, O Lord, I have ſinned 
fight and um not 
ng thy children; 
vom | 
my own fault alone; through” my great 
Sore Favlt? © God; who hateſt ſin eternally 
'rofiitely3Olpive me to hate it, even 28 


- fings? How great is my 


excuſe it! I wiſh to acknowledge 
thoroughly 


apainſt thee, and in thy 
worth 
_ Yes) 


to be adopted among 
have finhed through my füuft; 


to my 


thou hateſt N Grant at leaſt, that I deteſt it 


with all my heart. Ido deteſt it 1 


grieve moſt 


heartily, that [ have ſinned againſt tee l And I 


good, infinitely eve. I here hum 
before'thee, in thy preſence; make a 


grieve; becauſe, againſt the, who art infinitely 
proſtrate 
hg pure 
e rather to die, than to relapſe into the like 
1 Iwill flee'promptly from the inſtruments 
and 6etahionis of ing 1-will,”by thy grace, 


de and vigorouſly adopt every fr. me- 


b 


precaution ta tame my paſſions; to 
conquer my ""_ habits, to reſtrain my 


criminal 


e 


inclinz 


1; 

. CE 7 Pp Be 
ſo inclinations. Thy miniſter whom thoh haſt 
* appointed to be my judge, need only ſpeak, and 
a- Pll obey, whatever his injunctions may be; 
> i whether they may tend to repair . | 
Ty occaſioned by paſt fins, or be directed to'prevens. 
e, a repetition of them for the future. And if he 


* judge, that he ought to pronounce the:ſentence” = 
fs of my- acquittal,” do thou, O Lord, «mercifully 
fo deign to tarify"it from thy throne in Heaven: 
us that being thus happily reconciled/to-thee, 1 
to. may enter into the ſafe and narrow path "traced 
be out in thy goſpel; and perſevere therein with” 
4. ſuch courage and conſtaney, that I may eme 
ed at length to overtake, and be for ever joined to 
ot thoſe troops of glorious penitents, who ſing in- 


5 ceſſant hyinns of praiſe to thy mercy and glory, 
0 in thy heavenly kingdom. 


d — Virgin mother of God, my powerful and be- 
iy nign Advocate, intercede for me with thy-Sont- 
as. pray for an unbappy ſinner, that the-Confeſlion”* = 
it e is about to make may not encreaſc/his guilt, * 

Mt by occaſioting the abuſe of à Bacrament inſti- 
1 tuted for his Juſtification ; but on the contruu , 
2 may procure the entire forgiveneſs of hig fins, 
te and deſerve the aſſiſtance of divine grace to avoid 

Ir ever again committing them. W RE 
ke Guardian angel now protedt me! help me tc 
its repent: co-operate with me in an undertaing 
e, lo intereſting to my ſalvation ;'ſo connected with - 
e- the honour and glory of the Almighty Being 
— - BY whom you enjoy; and to whoſe enjoyment I, 
N ann | 


by repentance, aſpite. Amen 


__ 


love for all ſuch poor 
moved him to ſhed to the laſt drop. With that 
blond I have been ſprinkled: by it my ſoul has 
been cleanſed: from his precious wounds hes 
flowed the balſam which bas 
grievous infirmities. Thou hatt accepted the 


ee 5 
. d.. 1775 
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1 O Lord, the no Go rew- 
priede, I abſolve thee from thy ſins.“ I 
heard; it pronounced in thy name, and by thy 
authority; by a man veſted with full power from; 
thee, and ſeated in that tribunal which thou haſt 


. exeted and appointed in thy church. Thou haſt 
ratified in heaven the ſentence given on earth 


through thy mercy the foul ſtains of ſin ate done 
away, and I am once more, reſtored to thy grace 
and favour, which by my ' Grimes 1 had forfeited, 
TheHigh- Prieſt Jelus 5 pleaded at thy throne 
in my behalf; he has offered to thee ne 
ſam that facred blood which his inconceiwable 
hapleſs ſinners as I am 


- her moſt 


interceſſion af this divine Mediator of my pardon. 
and happineſs. For the ſake of him who ever 


wee, and ever will be worthy to be the object 
9 . e love, thou baſt forgiven a vale: 


us ſlave, who has deſerved to groan for 
ever under thy juſt diſpleaſure. What return 


can [ make for 4 inraluable a favour ? how ſhall 
I be able to teſtify my gratitude ? Thou haſt: 
burſt my chains aſunder, O God, to thee I will 
render a ſacrifice of — J will bleſs, I with: 


* * extol 
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rible ingratitude, 


r — to me _ 


F 
Cw) 
extol, Abe ceaſing, — - | 
ay OR my daily taſk”: 8 
2 
ve due 


1 my Father; my Lord, 

2nd my God 4 wines ſpirit of 

grace aſſiſt me Dos . | 

unite in one inoeſſant hymn 

nen of heren 
I will, not confine myſelf, Ace es- 


ä iſe and proteſtations! What thuu principally 


requireſt of me, and what IL cannot refuſeithes, 
O God, without — gailty of theano@hor- 
and without incurring the moſt 

danger of periſhing eternally; is this, 

| my utmoſt endeayours' to pre 

ſerve the-progious gift of divine grace: which 


which Low Lg that L keep 9 — 
lemn promiſe I have made l that I fun always 
the iniquities which 1 now deteſt, -and which 
upon theſe terms only, thou doſt now forgive. 
What thou requireſt of me is, that The not %s 
wretchedly ungrateful as to abuſe. the lenity ami 
indul with which thou treateſt me. On 
the contrary, this thy great condeſcenſion hall 
ſtimulate me to a greater hotror of fin, to a greater 


zeal of thy honour and glory ; to a more fervent . * 
defire of making ſatiafaction to thy juſtice: to a 


more inviolable attachment to the ſanctity of ' 
thy law | This is reaſonable; this is truly meet © 
and juſt ! Thy law ſhall be . 


ay. I will never be weary, in ſtriv ing to In 
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4 OS 
. rule of 3 To this law I: will 
conform; not to the looſe examples of wordlings, 
and toitheir pernicious maxims I not to the ct 
_ Fupt'inclinations' of my own heart; nor to the 
inſinuations and ſuggeſtions of thy declared ene 
my and mine ! 1-renounce' this infernal enemy, 
_ -and:his colleagues the world and the fleſn: they 
all be 09s. to my ruin Renewing at thy feet, 
Oadorable Jeſus, the vows of: fidelity I made to 

the in haptiſm, I again devote (myſelf to thy 
 dervice; 1:wiſth-to! live to thee alone! to live 
in ther and by thee, by thy divine example. 

T his, Omy Saviour, is thb utmoſt of my wiſhes; 

| this? is the greateſt bleſſing Lat of thy 

neſs; for without thee,” O Jeſus, I am no- 
thing; with ther Tam all that I can deſire. Fog. 
ſake me not therefore, thou, my only hope, my 
ſtrength, my ſupport. - By the of my 
ſins, through thy grace, ro am united to thee'as 
member ; m Tos continue united all the days 
af my life, till I arrive at the happy period, 
vrhen nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate me from 

hee. »Grant this, O Jeſus; by. —_— 
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Mi Commandment. 7 ol) G 
: 00734048 een enn mor pitt 

' HAVE adopted certain ſuperſtitious p practices 

in order to come at the of future 
events: : have conſulted, for the ſame 
and induced others 10 conſult ſuppoſed fortune - 
teller. A violation of the enn 
and con thy a mörtal ſin. Lhave be- 


wa” 


lieved in dreams, ny Dots: Anden a 


my uſual ivifits;! and be e in conſe. 
quence thereto,” Diteto- 1 have enden 
voured, by certain fuperflicious words. and ac- 
tions, to lame my neighbourꝭs cattle, and cauſe 
other damages. Ditto. I have cunfented 
to thoughts of indignation and murmurs again 
God; either for ſending me. afflitions;: or for 
thwarting me in gratiffüing my paſſions, 'or for 
not bens me to indulge in certain pleaſures. 
Ditto. I have preſumed on the  gootneſs 
and metey of God : and therefore perſeveread in 
dn of —— lighted all cala tore. 
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Þ D 1 have def 

pentance. itte. ave ail of A 
mercy of. God, deliberately thinking and be- 
lieringthat he woufd never pardon wy efrormous 
ſins,” Ditto. War! 
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$4 eg Second, Come. ry <a 
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a conſiderable detriment to my neighbour, 
Ditto. With obligation of reſtitution: 1 
'haye ſpoken an untruth, and have afterwards 
ſworn that I fpoke the wuth.. Ditto. 1 
have ſworn to the abſolute truth of a thing T 
_ poſitively doubted of. Ditto. T have Tall 
ſeriouſly and-olemnly, . As b bellen in God, 
ſoch n ching is true? n true as God's in 
desen a true as. the Goppel : «6 May the 
devil tate may may I die this moment; 1 
. this bread choak. me, Set Sec. h at the 


6 
e 


_ ame time I believed what I ſaid to be falſe. 
| | Grove and baked thn ad broke 


Dias 
te f the commandments; © Ditto. | -» 1504 
_ (worethat I never would enter into ſuch a;houſe; 
nor ſeck the company of a bertain petſon: yet l 
broke: 144” ogg and lawful. onth in both 
Points Ditto. I have faid, <<(Godowills 
ing ov not willing, pleaſed, or dilpteaed, | care 
net j I know: that I will do ſo and ſo: Oed . 
| One won't ſuffer -others to be happy, 
_ es Ditto. I have blaſpbemed 

its. D | Tpromiſeds lend my neigh= 
bout 2 ſum n e ond 9 zuſt 


| Min; 
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Ditto, if without juſt cauſe! | Yin che lab 54%, _ 


leaſt an houf ory chch days: Dita mb have © E 


on 


J 
n 
cauſe I: broke my promiſt whereby be. fa fered 1 
2 io } hbokengwourT 2 
made to gira H¹ν,οẽp3,ͤp, a cura fu rf 
money. Hitto if che big ot CRLITOIY 
— bo ce delayed 5 lon — 
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I have done ſervile wark: without —_ 

and have cauſed ide other. perſns, f 

ſame on twotgundayd and ane Hod 


worked ow Sunda ys enhaceſſarilgy. at intervals, 
for'a . 08 ; yet fo t unt 
to ſome hours, im ral. e ic . bhaveomits 
boa, weput juſt cabſe;'to hear maſs oh Sundays, 
Ditto, +. Through wilftul doth Lane 
late at prayers one Sunday, to heat a — 
the fit goſpol. Ditto. r DO anatherBan 2 
day, Lileft;prayets: e 2 
he communion: eee et 
Aldi rated Soria the :third1wur 4 
fourth pattiof the tima, When A Altec nd 3 
days ob.obligatian. . Ditto v © to homes "if 
125407 4-29 11948 nt se en ee balutor 44s 
1 | wu nee. bad 1 nay 0 
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Wenn m in z notorious manner; on oc 
calions and matters of - Ditto. 1 
have hated my den anden e en ee 
any: hatred for ſix weeks together; 
9 2 1 3 Loon old _ was 
dead, mi money. ) itto. 
T have wiſhed wg Vas laid up with the 
gout, dot other ſickneſe, he might be at li- 


berty to pay viſits,” play at cards, ;&c. Ditto. 


A I have derided my mother; mocked her, and 


ſhowed a ſerious mene of her for ſtall im- 
perſections. Ditto. I have ſpoken to ny 
parents in a very diſt al manner; anſwer- 
ing them haſtily: and peeviſhly,> giving them 
great uneaſineſs and/afflition. Ditto) / 1 
have talked againſt my parents, expoſing theilt 
ptivate wices. Ditto. Tatze eben 
parents; by not forfaking certain dangerous 
company, which they ſtrictly forbad me to fre 
muent, Ditto. I have reſuſed to 'affiſt my 
mocher in the care and management of houſe- 
hold affairs ; >chooſing to ſpend my time in dreſs 
ſing, ſinging, viſiting, not once or: — 
but . os day; whekc after tideky'do her | 
detriment and ſorrow. Ditto. | I have 
aſhamed of my S 
and refuſed to aſſiſt them e ee 
when I had it in my hgh N _ 
© have ſpent the money which my Pre 
2 to 0g. eren in drinking, — 


Wo . wo pon Flop 
th ace-im anger, wal ae, 
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a contract of matrimony againſt the will, and 


dren their cat the duty of prayer, Bec. 
See page a3. I baye | given” y chigen 
bad example, by curſing, quarrelling, talking 


lewdly, drinking to exceſe in their preſence, 


&c. M. S. I have, without jult cauſe, 
hindered two of my ſervants: from going to 
prayers on à Junday, and omitted ta oblige 


them to go when they were unreaſonably un- 
Met | 


willing; have neglected the ſpi - 
ritual concerns of my ſervants, by not admonith« 
ing them to receive the Sacraments when they: 
were ſick, and at other times; by-not-reprov 
them for ſwearing and drinking; by not dif- 
earding them when they were incorrigible; by 
ſuffering them ta keep. bad company. - 44; 8. 
1 encouraged'one of my ſetyants to make a man 
drunk 3 and adviſed him another time tube rude 
with a girl, &c. M. S. I uſed very angry 


abuſive language to my ſervants, calling one a 
thief, another a w— without any conyvietion'or 


proof, MH. S. In great Wrath 1 best one 
of them with a tick, without juſt cauſe. A. S. 
I have ſcorned and derided my maſter, &. 
expoſed him unjuſtly to the contempt of 
by words and actions. HS. Ua 


murmured againſt my maſter; behaved ants _ 


gantly and impudentſy; diſobeyed bis palitive 
and lf 


A. S. I have been negligent in 92 


72 | 


ul commands in mattefs of moment. . 


repeated advice and /injunthons of my parents. | 3 | 
Ditto. I have negleted/to'teack my chile + 3 
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. nnn. ita great amounts 
S. wich obligation of reſtitutidn. 4 
have bern a ſtlent ſpectator of uther people's 
3 injuring and defrauding him conſiderably ; not 
eng chem when Limigu t Ditto, with 
eo. 1 have hated- my huſband, ſo a 
= 888 to endure Patieptiy the fight of him: beew 
= po ra diiguſted with whatever he: ſaid ot 


Sl ae ee e e 
He f 1 eh, the illawill 0 

E ethers} Sc. K S. 1 e 
teitedtahd thwarted 

) to-Eorſerand ear. 
beyes my-haſband, reſuſing to alter ati reform 
extravagance in drei ; to refrain from cet 
tain ompAnx; giving bim juſt cauſe of much 
unedfine's, AC $57 nne 


Mw 20 $5 > ©: {have through-avarice-op 
| fear of being overburdened with children, de- 
"is fled the: marriage 
through wantonneſs and tuft, e xpoſed myſelſ td 
immineut d of defilement, and. — 
haſband to concur to the ſame. MA. S. 
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atenmed-my huſband's property, to make a pris 
we pute to his great detriment, M. S. 


bY. — 4 quarreiſed with my wife on frivolous pre- 
ces, tried pc MT her, aud make her very 
= uhbppy: S. - have addreſſed bes 
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2 provoking him 
A 99121 14 have di6« 


anger, 8c. 
refuſed, os of diſdain znd diſguſt, be wit 


bed. 1 85 94] F -: Fhavey 


ſorve the purpoſes of pride arid vanity, I 5 — 
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; 01 a 1 1 
with vile and vulgar epithets, Kc. AM; LH. vi 4 
I baye, treated her very FP „even in — 7 
ſickneſs, iefuſing her every yin that could: he 
ranked among the conveniences of. lies cane 
ing her to bare neceſſaries . AA. . When 
could not provoke: ber to beats by words, 1 
pinched. ber. and Jocked, hes. wgi1 in Bi. 
A. S. I firove to make my wiſe jealous 
of the Grant maid ; by treating the latter wi 
attention and civility. J and the formitr with: - 
neſs and neglect. Ad. . d have .endea» 
voured to thwart my wife in her devstios ta 
God: ridiculing her, calling her pigty hypogriſys 
ignorant bigotry ; interrupting her whenever. 
fancied ſhe was ſaying ber prayers : trying th 
make her miſs prayers, or part of them, oꝶ N 
days and 1 3 and. CET to edt m, 
on MN yn A. S. 2. 
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1 have, 3 gh pride and preſumption over= 
rated and — my own abilities, and depre« 
ciated-the merit, worth, and talents of,myatigh- 
bour, whence enſued his greatidetriment, N.. 
1 involvedcmy neighbour in an unjuſt, law ſuit. 
M. S. 1 I W688 to Wich my neigh- 
bour for good and juſt reaſons but I'profecuted 
2 K e and — | 
rejoicef at his _ forty 
was ſenſibly grieved at: his proſpenit e . 33 
= n re 8 mA "ths deny. of 
_ XK 3 
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ber perſon, and elegance of her dreſs; W 
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of her temper, and whole charscter; 


with a deſire to deprive her, if it were poſſible; 


of all her qualities, and transfer them 10 
mydelt. MH. S. l have in great heat of 
as og yet with reßection on the conſequences, 
_ m nei ghbout's goods, cattle, houſe, de. 


| cd man bo atone 609 beby e ltd 


I died. M. S. I pr 8 pros. 
voke two men to fight a duel. M. S. 1 
tried certain experiments to make my wife miſ- 
carry, at leaſt to procure abortion, for it was 
more than forty days after yang vow . 


Te an 0 Ines bed 15 fleep me, 


; negloQed to ſuppreſs them when I might, 


I was aware that been wo: death 
might be the probable conſequences of ſo doing! 
Seeing ſome women walking in 
the high · road, I galloped after them, reſlecting 
on 88 As of maiming, or * M. 8. 


Sith 3 by | | 


1 have mg heard immodeſt words dif: | 


courſes, have taken pleaſure in them, 
I have not oo udered, or diſcouraged them, when 
I might, I have not avoided the compan — 
thoſe that ſpoke them I have look | 


imimodeſt objects, as on 'nakedniefs, Aiſhoneſ 


res, figures, &c. I have read diſhoneſt 
$3 kept them; nue them to others; -or 


I have | 


e 


419 
I have ſpoken immodeſt werdeger uh abidy- 


ing a double ſenſe, are 'apt to create impure q | 


thoughts in others. I bave related wantbn 
ſtories, or wicked — of myſelf, or of others. 
I have ſung. unchaſte ſongs; recited immodeft 
verſes. I have ſolicited another ti impuritj,. 
I have uſed indecent actions. * have touched | 
myſelf or others ĩmmodeſtly. - bave will- 
ingly, and with delight, Nee impure 
thoughts. I have deſired to commit the fins 
thought on. I have reſolyed to commit them. 
I have occaſioned pollution in myſelſ, or in 
others. I have committed the fin of diſhoneſty 


by ſoliciting,—by ſeducing with promiſes, b 7 
cet, Thin whether menen adultery, or in- ve: 
have finned againſt natuts. 


9 
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22 be 


1 * ſtolen a thing worth „ Gull 
ling. MH. S. L have committed a theft, 
amounting only to a few pence; but it was the 
cauſe of conſidgrable damage! Af. G. Is | 
have robbed à perſon of only a set bot 


my intention was to have taken gold had I met | 


—__ M. S. I have at different 
times pilfered ſeveral triſles, with a deſign 80 


continue png! till I got-ſomething'confiders 


able. H. F. I have on different oeca- 
ſions ae thi very ' ſmall worthy 
without = dos rs. offs of accumulating 
them; but — | 

conſider- 


, 


8 X 6 5 

| conſiderable 8 I. made no reftituricnt 

. S. A ſchem was formed by a gaps 
auf four — thieves, beſides myſelf, to break 


mul oy 96's. Hank: fuffered: (as I 5 
oy. teat loſs. A. C. witch, obligation! of. re- 
Kation. I was ſilent concerning a theft, 
When Lthought it my dutg to denounce cls 
. thief, who, was a perſon under my charge. M. S. 
_ Obligatiow of ref nion. A cheated a per- 
i * ſein-at cards of a few ſhillings, becauſe I ſuſpe&4 
E | ed:{withour-yery great cauſe) that the perſon 
a to. cheat me; . S. Raſtitution to be 
ug In the duſt of the evening paid 
ws bach half crowns Au G. Reſtituriony af 


| 3 __ opetival;burcau ; we found only one guinea, 
E Which we divided ; and they would allow mie 
* —_— Fhilli df . . S. with an * 
. ing the whole guiheh, “! 1 
3 — containg three guineas: I bare 
the owner, yet I reſolved ta kerp it: I changed 
f mind: to roſtitut ion ;; chen teſal ved to detain 
itz chen to reſtore it; then again a third dune 
= . Fier at length I mage beftitutios. 
Sai of three times violating tha Commedi | 
. ment forbidding to fel. Throngh my 
be 
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ate ! = e I broke down ſome gates. 
 andihedges, trampled:fotme: corn and c ; 
1 aud did other damage to a poor widow, one day, 
A - in-fallowingithehoonds! aver her farm. Guilty 


Fe 0" ie. Reſtitutiom (06.2: #2 Through las 
| Eemitted-tofinifh a piece of work I had 
I e 
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of the conſequences. - M. S. Reftirutionzs!2# 3. 4 
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Knowing ſome workmen were afraid pf lefg 


my ſervice, I refuſed to pay them all their utual N N 
wages. Injuſtice, with obligation uf reſtitutanss 


I 


"We 


4 


"ft 


I refuſed to pay my debts at th&-time-promilſedy- ' 


whereby great loſ and damage was incurred b 
two or three tradeſmen; M. S. Reftiruyion et. 
intereſt. I cbeated the parſor-of fone 
of his tythes, value 1086. AM. S. Reſtituttons 


I have gained a conſiderabie ſum by ufig bag | 


weights and falſe ſcales. . 44. $;/Reitivugion,*?” 
made an uſutious contract, lending a ſum o 
money upon exorbitant intereſt» 4,88 Bur. 
s af the intereſt to be te fundedl⸗- 1 


I judged;him to be worth. . S. Reſtituriong 


il you deceived the buyer ho 717 IJ refuſed 66 
give a juſt price for Tome goods, becauſe I łknei 


the, ſeller Was under a : of parting with 


neceflity : 
them for any price choſe to fix. A6$.Tajuſtice. 


Reſtitution, I concurred and anſted a perion 
in ſelling damaged goods at an unfair price, 012% 


fifty pounds above their value. M S. Neſtttu- 
tion of the excels, a en $541 1 WS. 231. eee 
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ade dense er fe * * 

| [2 x ri Eighth nme x vs | 5 75 
I gave evidence on oath againſt the truth, in 
ordet to ſave. a criminal life, | S. . 
pleaded:ignorance on a trial, to ſave m friend} 
and, by not declaring what knew, ante _ | 


44 vai * 1 
8 j 


\ 
3% 


* 


> > 5 * 9 * - l _—_ 
** Wh +5, 8 * \ + 5-2 


" af 


ſold a horſe for confiderably more momey thin . 
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Ne. fon loſt C. x00. . F. Reſtitution. N 1 e 


4 I dliſcourſed of the vices of another p 


2 + 
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vealed a ſecret, contrary to my promiſe, whence 
a greatiquarrel aroſe; and other very bad confe- 
| „M. S. I broke open atiother 
perſon's letter, to the great grief and anger both 
ofthe writer and his cortęſpondent. A. 8, 


- 


Ichave been guilty of detraction and calumnyj 


and by my falſe inſinuations, injured my neigh- 
bour's reputation greatly. 2 S. Muſt retract; 
I diſcloſed: to two or three friends, the ſecret 
prievous fin of a neighbbür. I. 85S. 1 
talked in company, of the private faults of a per. 
ſon abſent; which;though ſmall in themſelves, 
were a great diſcredit to him, and the diſcovery 
of them a great affliction . A. S. 


which 
were known indeed to the 1 but 
which I mentioned out of diſlike and ill will to 


five or fix. people, who were ſtrangert to It; 
I. . bo 74 aſſerted to have Wen that a per- 
fon, whom I named, had committed a great 
crime; by this aſſettion, I very much injured 
that perſon in his character and profeſſion; 
AZ 8. I ſpoke to others of a theft com- 
mitted by a girl, who had laſt her character as 
to modeſty, but never as to honeſty. A. 8. 
I reproached 4 perſon in great anger and malice, 


with the vices of his deceaſed parents, iti order 


tovilify him. A. S. I liſtened to de- 
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1 I repeated a report 
Thad heard of: the ſecret vice of a neighbour to 


tion with pleaſure, and a countenance that 
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I judged that my.neighbour-was 1 
dicted 5 certain ni 8 


M4. S. SY 1 
railed at, and inſulted my neigbbour, publig 


and to his face; but without juſt cauſe, ard to. 


hg eat grief "and confuſion, - A. S. 1 
ed that IL bad a criminal intrigue with a 
certain woman, . S. I appproved of, 


commended, and — another perſon 
and on a like vicious intrigue. M. &. 

ſowed diſcord between man and wife, by pops 
gating certain malicious reports, whereb Fo 


domeſtic happineſs was for a. long time 


ed. H. S. with whe to Ra if a> 2 
bis * 5 77 28 ' fx 5 . * 8 * 6 
nn 841 


the ninth and tenth let a 
By all unlawful and wilfal deſites of impuriey 


and theft; which are already ſet down — | 
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